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Your scholarship in Europe

DEAR STUDENTS,

I am pleased to draw your attention to the Þ rst edition of the 
Compendium of European Union education and exchange 
programmes for Central Asia students. This compendium 
is the Þ rst visible result of the European education initiative for 
Central Asia, set up in the framework of the 2007 European 
Union ‘Strategy for a new partnership with Central Asia’.

The European Union is currently promoting mobility of students 
and academic staff in Central Asia and worldwide through 
programmes such as Erasmus Mundus 2009–13 (formerly 
known as Erasmus Mundus External Cooperation Window) 
and Tempus. These EU-funded programmes are in addition to 
the EU Member States’ own scholarship programmes.

In this publication, you will Þ nd relevant information about scholarships funded by the 
European Union and its 27 Member States. These scholarships offer a great opportunity 
to continue your studies in Europe, to meet new people and to learn new languages. 
Reading this compendium will help you to Þ nd out more about study opportunities in 
Europe and will enable you to choose the most appropriate scholarship programme.

Education is increasingly playing a central role in the development of contemporary 
societies, enhancing social, cultural and economic development. I believe student and 
academic mobility will contribute to the reinforcement of people-to-people contact and will 
help to promote common values, making the relations between the European Union and 
Þ ve countries in Central Asia — Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan 
and Uzbekistan — even closer.

I WISH YOU ALL THE BEST DURING YOUR STUDY TIME IN EUROPE.

Dirk Meganck

Director, Asia and Central Asia
EuropeAid Co-operation OfÞ ce

European Commission
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Your scholarship in Europe

Have you ever dreamt of living and studying abroad? Have you ever wanted to get to 
know a different culture, study at a foreign university, meet new friends and learn another 
language, all at the same time? 

Every year, more and more students pack their bags and go and study abroad. As 
part of the Erasmus programme only, about 100 000 university students every year in 
Europe spend up to 12 months in one of more than 1 800 European higher education 
institutions located in 30 participating countries (27 EU Member States plus Iceland, 
Liechtenstein and Norway). Since 1987, when the Erasmus programme was Þ rst 
launched, over a million students have taken part in this European Commission funded 
programme.

In 2004, the European Commission launched the Erasmus Mundus programme. This 
new global scheme is designed to provide a distinctly ‘European’ ß avour to higher 
education. Erasmus Mundus is intended to strengthen cooperation with third countries. 
The programme enables students and visiting researchers from around the world to 
engage in postgraduate study at European universities. 

In 2007, the European Commission launched the Erasmus Mundus External Cooper-
ation Window programme. For the period 2009–13, this action is deÞ ned by the Action 
2-Partnerships of the Erasmus Mundus programme and will continue providing support 
to partnerships between higher education institutions in Central Asia and in Europe 
while attracting more students from non-EU countries. Thanks to this programme, 
more and more Central Asian students have the opportunity to study in European 
universities.

The initiatives funded by the European Union complement the offer of scholarships 
provided by the EU Member States. As you may know, almost each Member State has 
a tradition of providing scholarship opportunities for foreign students and researchers. 
The type, duration and content of scholarships may differ signiÞ cantly. However, the 
aim is always the same, to encourage foreign students to visit the country, learn new 
languages and meet new friends. 

This compendium provides information about scholarships in the 27 EU Member States 
funded either by the European Union or by its Member States. The main objective is to 
facilitate student and scholar mobility between Central Asia and the EU.

This compendium is the Þ rst visibility activity of the European education initiative for 
Central Asia, set up in 2007 in the framework of the ‘Strategy for a new partnership with 

Introduction
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Central Asia’, in which the European Union and Central Asian partners recognise their 
strong interest to foster cooperation in a number of sectors, including education and 
vocational training.

The compendium provides essential information about scholarships. If you wish to apply 
for a scholarship please remember that there are four main ways to Þ nd out further 
information.

1.  Contact, in your country, the embassy of the EU Member State you wish to apply to 
for a scholarship. As a rule, scholarships fall under the responsibility of an embassy’s 
cultural section, which can provide you with all the necessary information.

2.  Contact, in your country, the specialised educational agencies of the embassies. 
Please contact them directly to receive the information you need. In some cases, 
you can Þ nd information on their websites; you can also apply online and/or ask 
questions.

3.  Contact the international cooperation department at the local Ministry of Education. 
The ministry can provide you with the information you need.

4.  The higher education institutions of EU Member States may directly offer a number of 
scholarships. Please contact the international department of the higher education in-
stitution concerned directly. However, it may be useful to contact your national higher 
education institution to Þ nd out whether it has already established relationships with 
the higher education institution in the EU and/or whether it plans to do so.

Before submitting an application, please collate as much information as possible about 
the master’s course you are planning to attend and the institution which provides it. 
Once the choice is made, you will need time to gather the necessary paperwork, arrange 
accommodation, visas, etc. It is recommended you begin the application process at least 
one year in advance of your proposed arrival. 

This compendium will be distributed free to foreign students and teachers. The guidebook 
will be available at the local Tempus OfÞ ce at the European Documentation Centres and 
at the embassies of the EU Member States. The compendium can also be downloaded 
free from a number of websites, including the website of the EuropeAid Co-operation 
OfÞ ce (http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/asia/regional-cooperation/higher-education/
index_en.htm) and the website of the Tempus programme (http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/
tempus/index_en.htm).

This guidebook is the Þ rst ever attempt to provide comprehensive information about 
scholarships funded by the European Union and its Member States for students and 
researchers from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. 
We hope it will meet their needs. Questions and comments about this compendium can be 
addressed to EuropeAid-EDUCATION-INITIATIVE@ec.europa.eu

Brussels, October 2009
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BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT THE EUROPEAN UNION

The European Union (EU) is a unique economic and political partnership between 
27 democratic European countries. Its political system is historically unique and has 
been constantly evolving over more than 50 years. 

Initially, the EU consisted of just six countries: Belgium, Germany, France, Italy, 
Luxembourg and the Netherlands. Denmark, Ireland and the United Kingdom joined in 
1973, Greece in 1981, Spain and Portugal in 1986, and Austria, Finland and Sweden in 
1995. In 2004, 10 new countries joined the EU: the Czech Republic, Estonia, Cyprus, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Malta, Poland, Slovenia and Slovakia. In 2007, Bulgaria 
and Romania became EU members.

The EU is formed by Þ ve institutions, each playing a speciÞ c role: the European Parlia-
ment (elected by citizens of the Member States); the Council of the European Union 
(representing the governments of the Member States); the European Commission (the 
executive body); the Court of Justice (ensuring compliance with the law); and the Court 
of Auditors (controlling the sound and lawful management of the EU budget).

The European Union has provided half a century of stability, peace and prosperity. It 
has helped to raise living standards, build a single Europe-wide market, launch a single 
European currency, the euro, and strengthened Europe’s voice in the world.

More information on the EU: http://europa.eu 

EDUCATION IN EUROPE

Education plays a central role in the development of both human beings and modern 
societies. It enhances social, cultural and economic development, active citizenship 
and ethical values. At the European level, education in general and higher education 
in particular are not the subject of a ‘common European policy’. Jurisdiction over the 
content and organisation of studies remains at the national level. However, accord-
ing to Article 149 of the Treaty establishing the European Community, the Community 
‘shall contribute to the development of quality education by encour aging cooperation 
between Member States’ through a wide range of actions, such as promoting citizen 
mobility, designing joint study programmes, establishing networks, exchanging infor-
mation and teaching European Union languages. The Treaty also contains a com-
mitment to promoting lifelong learning for all EU citizens. Therefore, the Community 
has a complementary role to play: to add a European dimension to education, to 
help develop quality education and to encourage lifelong learning. All the recent 

European Union
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European summits (from Lisbon 2000 onwards) underlined the  contribution of education 
in setting up the ‘European knowledge society’.

ERASMUS MUNDUS PROGRAMME 2009–13

The second phase of the Erasmus Mundus programme (2009–13) was launched in 
February 2009 and will come into effect the academic year 2010–11. It supports aca-
demic excellence and the attractiveness of Europe’s higher education worldwide, and 
fosters cooperation with targeted third countries with the objective of contributing to 
their development. The programme offers (i) joint doctoral and master programmes 
(Action 1); (ii) partnerships between European and non-European higher education 
institutions (Action 2); and (iii) promotion of European higher education through meas-
ures enhancing the attractiveness of Europe as a centre of excellence at world level 
(Action 3). More information on the Erasmus Mundus programme is available at: http://
eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/index_en.php

EM JOINT PROGRAMMES (ACTION 1): MASTER AND DOCTORAL PROGRAMMES  
FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

The Erasmus Mundus joint programmes (Action 1) is a higher education cooperation 
and mobility scheme promoting the European Union as a centre of excellence in learning 
around the world. It supports European top-quality masters’ courses and enhances the 
visibility and attractiveness of European higher education in third countries.

How to apply?

Courses at master level are open to international graduate students who have already 
completed a university degree course of four or Þ ve years. There are presently no 
thematic restrictions or favoured subject areas for Erasmus Mundus masters’ courses. 
To apply, students should contact the coordinators of the Erasmus Mundus masters’ 
courses listed at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/education/programmes/mundus/student/index_en.html 

Students should submit their applications by the deadline set by the Erasmus Mundus 
masters’ consortium they are applying to using the application system provided for by 
the master’s course in question and following all the relevant instructions given by the 
application system. 

Academics can also apply to Erasmus Mundus joint programmes.

Academics who want to carry out research and teaching assignments and scholarly 
work for an Erasmus Mundus master’s course can apply directly to the coordinators of 
the Erasmus Mundus Mundus masters’ courses listed at:

http://ec.europa.eu/education/programmes/mundus/student/index_en.html 
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Information on the Erasmus Mundus joint programmes (Action 1) can be found at:

http://ec.europa.eu/education/programmes/mundus/scholar/index_en.html

and

www.study-in-europe.org/

ERASMUS MUNDUS — PARTNERSHIPS (ACTION 2) (EX-ERASMUS MUNDUS 
EXTERNAL COOPERATION WINDOW)

Erasmus Mundus — Partnerships (Action 2) is a cooperation and mobility scheme 
launched by the European Commission for students (from bachelor to postdoctoral level) 
and academic staff from outside the EU. Special attention is given to disadvantaged 
groups and populations in a vulnerable situation.

Foreign higher education institutions (universities, academies, institutes), legally 
established, licensed and accredited by the local ministries of education and/or by the 
relevant services can participate in Erasmus Mundus — Partnerships (Action 2) consortia 
lead by European higher education institutions.

Who can apply?

Higher education institutions and research centres from European and non-European • 
countries.

Undergraduates or students who have completed at least three or four years of study • 
and are set to receive a university degree.

Masters’ students who already possess a Þ rst university degree and are currently • 
studying for a master’s degree.

PhD students are • aspiranty, currently engaged in study and research leading to the 
degree of kandidat nauk.

Researchers already possessing a recognised • kandidat nauk degree. The duration of 
the mobility may vary between 6 and 10 months.

Academic staff.• 

Scholarships are paid by the consortium. Travel, insurance and education fees are also 
covered by the programme and paid for by the consortium.

How to apply?

Higher education institutions should submit proposals in accordance with the programme 
guide and regular yearly-based call for proposals. Once the partnerships are selected, 
students and academics can apply to the international departments of their universities, 
which also set entry requirements and selection criteria. Applicants are advised to apply 
to these universities as soon as possible.



10

Your scholarship in Europe

ERASMUS MUNDUS — PROMOTION OF EUROPEAN HIGHER EDUCATION (ACTION 3)

This action supports projects enhancing the attractiveness, proÞ le, image and visibility of 
European higher education worldwide through activities such as promotion, accessibility, 
quality assurance, credit recognition, mutual recognition of qualiÞ cations, curriculum 
development and mobility.

Who can apply?

Higher education institutions and research centres from European and non-European • 
countries

Any other organisations active in the field of higher education from European and non-• 
European countries.

How to apply?

Higher education institutions should submit proposals in accordance with the programme 
guide and regular call for proposals published in the Erasmus Mundus programme 
website mentioned above.

TEMPUS IV (2007–13)

Tempus is the EU programme which supports the modernisation of higher education in 
line with the Bologna process and the EU higher education modernisation agenda. It 
creates an area of cooperation with countries surrounding the EU (north Africa and the 
Middle East, western Balkans, eastern Europe and Russia, including Central Asia). In 
Central Asia, Tempus has supported the modernisation of a high number of curricula in 
a large range of disciplines, has started to widely introduce modern teaching methods 
and quality assurance measures, to ensure that these curricula are relevant and in line 
with the labour market needs. Tempus has also contributed to modernise university 
governance and create new partnerships with the labour market and society at large.

Tempus Þ nances three types of actions.

1.  Joint projects are based on multilateral partnerships between higher education 
institutions in the EU and the partner countries. They can develop, modernise and 
disseminate new curricula, teaching methods or materials, boost a quality assurance 
culture, and modernise the management and governance of higher education 
institutions. 

2.  Structural measures contribute to the development and reform of higher education 
institutions and systems in partner countries, to enhance their quality and relevance, 
and increase their convergence with EU developments. 

3.  Accompanying measures comprise dissemination and information activities such 
as thematic conferences, studies and activities aiming at the identiÞ cation and 
exploitation of good practices, consultation of stakeholders, etc.
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Who can apply?

Higher education institutions that wish to implement joint projects or structural • 
measures within the framework of consortia composed of institutions originating from 
the EU and the Central Asian countries. 

Associations, organisations or networks of higher education institutions, national • 
or international rector, teacher or student organisations, non-governmental 
organisations; social partners or their training organisations; chambers of commerce, 
labour associations or other public or private professional organisations; private or 
public enterprises; research institutions. 

Individuals cannot apply directly to the programme. Individual mobility is not an objective • 
per se of Tempus. Small-scale and short-term mobility ß ows for students, academic staff 
and university administrators can be promoted in the framework of Tempus projects as 
long as they contribute to the achievement of the project objective/s. 

Public administrations (ministries, other national, regional and local administrations) • 
may be ‘associate partners’ in the project but may not receive funding from the grant 
with the exception of per diem and travel costs. 

Individual experts from outside the partnership may be invited to participate in project • 
activities provided that their involvement is justiÞ ed and will assist all partners in 
reaching the project objectives, and that their particular expertise cannot be found in 
any of the partner institutions.

How to apply?

Higher education institutions and organisations active in the Þ eld of higher education 
have to apply in accordance with the application conditions and timetable deÞ ned in a 
yearly-based call for proposals.
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Head ofÞ ce of the Regional Delegation to Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan 
Ul. Kosmonavtov, 62, Chubary
010000 Astana
Kazakhstan
Tel. (7-7172) 97 95 61 
Fax (7-7172) 97 95 63 
E-mail: delegation-kazakhstan-pic@ec.europa.eu 
http://www.delkaz.ec.europa.eu

EC Regionalised Delegation to Kyrgyzstan 
Ul. Abdymomunova, 236
720033 Bishkek
Tel. (996-312) 90 12 60 
Fax (996-312) 90 12 66 
E-mail: delegation-kazakhstan@ec.europa.eu 

Delegation of the European Commission to Tajikistan 
Ul. Sovietskaya, 45 
734001 Dushanbe
Tel. (992-37) 221 74 07 
Fax (992-37) 221 43 21 

Europa House in Uzbekistan 
Ul. Amir Temur, 107B, International Business Centre 
100084 Tashkent
Tel. (998-71) 139 17 01 or 139 12 70
Fax (998-71) 139 18 68 
E-mail: ofÞ ce@europahouse.uz 
http://www.europahouse.uz 

Implementation and Management Support OfÞ ce in Turkmenistan 
Europa House
Ul. Archabil, 55, c/o Hotel Mizan
744036 Ashgabat
Tel. (993-66) 79 56 67

Where can I Þ nd more 
information?
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Tempus programme
More information on the Tempus programme is available at: 
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/index.htm
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/tempus/index_en.htm

National Tempus OfÞ ce in Kazakhstan
Ms Shaizada Tasbulatova, Coordinator
Ul. Zhambil, 25, Room 210
050010 Almaty
Tel. (7-3272) 91 44 02
Tel./Fax (7-3272) 93 00 32
E-mail: Tempuskaz@nursat.kz 

National Tempus OfÞ ce in Kyrgyzstan
Mrs Gulnara Chokusheva, Coordinator
Mega Comfort Centre, 4th ß oor, OfÞ ce 6 
Ul. Shopokova, 89
720021 Bishkek
Tel./Fax (996-312) 68 08 56 or 69 18 54
E-mail: nto@tempus.kg 
http://www.tempus.kg

National Tempus OfÞ ce in Tajikistan
Czarina Nuridinova, Coordinator
Ministry of Agriculture 
Ul. Rudaki, 44, 4th ß oor 
734026 Dushanbe
Tel. (992-37) 221 34 47
E-mail: tempus@tajnet.com 

National Tempus OfÞ ce in Turkmenistan
Ms Aina Choreklieva, Coordinator
Ul. Kemine, 92 
744005 Ashgabat 
Tel. (993-12) 35 31 14, 35 10 20 or 39 35 37
Fax (993-12) 39 31 20
E-mail: aina@tacistm.org 
http://www.tacistm.org/tempus 
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National Tempus OfÞ ce in Uzbekistan
Europa House
Ms Aziza Abdurakhmanova
11th ß oor, International Business Centre
Ul. Amir Temur, 107B
700084 Tashkent 
Tel. (998-71) 239 12 64
Tel./Fax (998-71) 239 18 53 or 238 58 99
E-mail: aziza@europahouse.uz 
http://tempus.europahouse.uz

ERASMUS MUNDUS 2009–13 PROGRAMME
Full information on Erasmus Mundus is available at:  
http://ec.europa.eu/education/programmes/mundus/index_en.html and at http://eacea.
ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/index_en.php

Please consult the ‘Opportunities for students’ or ‘Opportunities for scholars’ sections and 
read the frequently asked questions. For further information, please contact the Erasmus 
Mundus team at: http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/index.htm
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BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT AUSTRIA

Austria is situated in southern-central Europe and shares borders with eight other coun-
tries: the Czech Republic, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Liechtenstein, Slovakia, Slovenia 
and Switzerland. It has a total population of 8 million. The predominant language is 
German. The capital of the country is Vienna. Austria has a federal government and 
consists of nine federal states: Burgenland, Carinthia, Lower Austria, Salzburg, Styria, 
Tyrol, Upper Austria, Vienna and Vorarlberg. Each federal state has its own provincial 
assembly and government. The guiding principles of the political system are rule of law, 
democracy, federalism, republican form of government, division of power and liberalism. 

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

There are a wide variety of higher education institutions in Austria. Fifteen Austrian 
universities offer a broad range of study options for students. If you would like to study 
music, theatre, Þ lm, Þ ne arts or applied arts, the six Austrian universities of the arts 
offer their students a creative education. There are also private universities. Since 1993, 
Austria has 20 Fachhochschul-Studiengänge (FH — Universities of Applied Sciences) in 
addition to the universities. The post-secondary sector also includes University Colleges 
of Teacher Education (PH).

University level (Þ rst stage): BA, BSc, BEd (for PH only) 

University level (second stage): MA, MSc, Dipl.-Ing., Mag., Dipl.-Ing. (FH), Mag. (FH)

University level (third stage): Dr, PhD

You can Þ nd more information on the Austrian education system, links to higher education 
institutions’ websites and details of Austria’s participation in European and international 
exchange programmes on the OeAD-GmbH homepage: 

http://www.oead.at/_english/austria/options/index.html

SCHOLARSHIPS

The Austrian government, private institutions and universities offer a number of scholarships 
for students from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. 
Just as in some other countries, a special agency — the Austrian Agency for International 
Cooperation in Education  Research (Österreichische Austauschdienst GmbH —  
OeAD-GmbH) — was established to manage most of the grants for Austrian and foreign 

AUSTRIA
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students. In the OeAD-GmbH you can also Þ nd the National Agency for Lifelong Learning 
and the Unit for EU-Third Countries Programmes (i.e. the national contact point for Erasmus 
Mundus, Tempus and other EU-funded programmes with third countries).

So, if you are interested in studying in Austria and are looking for Þ nancial support, we 
strongly recommend you visit the organisation’s website (http://www.oead.at). Here, you will 
Þ nd all the information on available scholarships (‘Study and research in Austria’ section,  
Grants Database; http://www.oead.at/_english/austria/index.html), advice on how to apply 
and application forms. 
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Austrian Agency for International Cooperation in Education Research 
(Österreichische Austauschdienst GmbH —  OeAD-GmbH)
http://www.oead.ac.at 

Austrian Student Union
http://studieren.univie.ac.at/index.php?id=5&L=2

Federal Ministry of Science and Research (Bundesministerium für Wissenschaft und 
Forschung)
http://www.bmwf.gv.at

Federal Ministry of European and International Affairs
http://www.bmeia.gv.at

For Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan:

Austrian Embassy in Kazakhstan 
Kosmonavtov Str. 62, 9th ß oor 
Mikrodistrikt Chubary 
010000 Astana
Kazakhstan
Tel. (7-7172) 97 78 69/78/79 
Fax (7-7172) 97 78 50
E-mail: astana-ob@bmeia.gv.at; astana-ob@bmeia.gv.at
http://www.bmeia.gv.at

For Uzbekistan

Visa information for students from Uzbekistan:

Austrian Embassy in Russia
Starokonyushenny per., 1
119034 Moscow
Tel. (7-495) 956 16 60
Fax (7-495) 937 42 69
E-mail: Moskau-ob@bmeia.gv.at  
http://www.bmeia.gv.at

Visa for tourists from Uzbekistan:

German Embassy in Uzbekistan
Pr-t Sharafa Rashidova, 15
700017 Tashkent
Tel. (998-71) 120 84 40
Fax (998-71) 120 84 85, 120 66 93 or 120 84 50
E-mail: info@taschkent.diplo.de
http://www.taschkent.diplo.de

Where can I Þ nd more 
information?
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BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT BELGIUM

Belgium is situated in western Europe. It is bordered by France, Germany, Luxembourg, 
the Netherlands and the North Sea. The country’s topography consists of large, fertile 
low-lying plains. The capital of the country is Brussels. The population of the country 
is 10.5 million. There are two main language communities in Belgium: the Dutch-
speaking Flemish in the north, and the French-speaking Walloons in the south. 
Brussels is ofÞ cially bilingual. In the far-eastern part of the country, there is a small 
German-speaking community. The Dutch, French and German speakers form three 
autonomous communities, each with their own linguistic and cultural policies. The three 
regions (Flanders, Wallonia and Brussels) have jurisdiction over transport, public works, 
economic and industrial policy, etc. In addition to the regions and linguistic communities, 
there are 10 provinces and 589 municipalities. Belgium is a constitutional monarchy with 
King Albert II (who ascended the throne in 1993) as head of state.

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

In Belgium, the two communities are responsible for making decisions on services for 
individuals, such as education. The Flemish Community is therefore responsible for edu-
cation in the Dutch-speaking part of the country, whilst the French Community is the 
governing authority for the French-speaking part of Belgium.

The colleges of higher education and universities have recently introduced the bachelor/
master structure, beginning in the 2004–05 academic year. The former higher education 
structure, i.e. basic one-cycle courses, basic two-cycle courses and academic courses, 
has been abandoned. Higher education organised according to the bachelor/master 
structure is still divided into two types of education:

• higher professional education;
• academic education.

Higher professional education is restricted to bachelor courses and is only provided at 
colleges of higher education.

Academic education consists of bachelors’ courses and masters’ courses. Academic 
education is provided at universities and at colleges of higher education. 

BELGIUM
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SCHOLARSHIPS

SCHOLARSHIPS OFFERED BY THE FLEMISH COMMUNITY

Specialisation scholarships for students working on their graduate paper at their home 
college/university (to obtain a bachelor’s or master’s degree) 

Specialisation scholarships are granted for all areas of study. Prospective candidates 
should be fourth- or Þ fth-year students who know at least intermediate Dutch/English and 
are working on their graduation paper. 

Additional information: http://www.studyinß anders.be/?navid=430&amp;direct_to=Funding_
opportunities

Summer language courses

These courses are organised by the Flemish Community and the Dutch Language Union 
(de Nederlandse Taalunie). They are taught at Hasselt (University of Hasselt) or at the 
University of Gent. The summer courses are intended for non-native speakers of Dutch 
who wish to improve their knowledge of the Dutch language and culture for educational, 
professional or other reasons. Participants must be at least 18 years old and preferably 
no older than 35. Participants should have at least an elementary command of Dutch. 
More information on Dutch language summer courses is available at: http://taaluniever-
sum.org/taalunie/zomercursus_voor_studenten/

SCHOLARSHIPS OF FLEMISH INTER-UNIVERSITY COUNCIL (VLAAMSE INTER-
UNIVERSITAIRE RAAD — VLIR)

The VLIR awards grants for short training programmes (international training programme) 
or for International courses, which follow the normal academic curriculum.
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Areas covered

Priority is given to applicants working in the following sectors: universities, public au-
thorities, research institutes, social economics, small and medium-sized businesses and 
non-governmental organisations.

Application conditions

Applicants must be nationals of a developing country (• Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan).

Applicants cannot have already studied in an industrialised country.• 

Applicants must be no more than 35 years old for the international course, and no • 
more than 40 years old for the international training programme.

Priority is given to students with at least two years’ professional experience and who • 
do not have the Þ nancial means to follow the course.

Applicants must speak the language in which the courses are given ß uently.• 

Applicants do not have to be living in Belgium when they apply.• 

Applicants working for multinational companies are not eligible.• 

Duration

For the international training programmes, no more than six months. 

For the international courses, no more than 14 months for a one-year course, and no 
more than 26 months for a two-year programme.

Financial provisions

The airline ticket is paid for by the VLIR or by the host university. Grant holders also 
receive a monthly amount to cover accommodation, transport and personal expenses.

Application deadline: 1 March.

Contact

Vlaamse Interuniversitaire Raad 
Bolwerksquare 1A
B-1050 Brussels
Tel. (32-2) 289 05 50 
Fax (32-2) 514 72 77
E-mail: scholarships@vliruos.be
http://www.vliruos.be

SCHOLARSHIPS OF THE FRENCH COMMUNITY

Specialisation scholarships for students working on their graduation papers at their home 
college/university (to obtain a bachelor’s or master’s degree)
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Specialisation scholarships are awarded in all areas of study. Scholarships are awarded 
to fourth- and Þ fth-grade students with at least intermediate French/English and who are 
already working on their graduation papers. 

Additional information:

http://www.dgdc.be/en/dgdc/grants/docs_bourses/grants_1_5.html 

Summer language courses

Summer courses are organised for non-native speakers of French who wish to improve 
their knowledge of the French language and culture for educational, professional or 
other reasons. 

These courses are mainly intended for future teachers of the French language. The 
courses are held in Mons.

SCHOLARSHIPS OF THE UNIVERSITY DEVELOPMENT CENTRE (CENTRE UNIVERSITAIRE 
AU DÉVELOPPEMENT — CUD)

Areas covered

International study and training programmes managed by the CUD are as follows:

• Master Complémentaire en Aquaculture

• Master Complémentaire en Gestion des Transports

• Master Complémentaire en Santé Publique — Orientation Santé et Développement

• Master Complémentaire en Droits de l’Homme

•  Master Complémentaire en Gestion des Ressources Animales et Végétales en Milieux 
Tropicaux

• Master Complémentaire en Gestion des Risques Naturels

• Master Complémentaire en Sciences et Technologie des Aliments

• Master Complémentaire en Médecine Transfusionnelle

• Master Complémentaire en Économie et Sociologie Rurales

• Master Complémentaire en Économie Internationale et du Développement

• Master Complémentaire en Protection des Cultures Tropicales et Subtropicales

• Master Complémentaire en Développement, Environnement et Sociétés

• Master Complémentaire in Public Health Methodology

•  Stage de formation à l’Usage des Technologies de l’Information et de la Communication 
dans les Bibliothèques Universitaires
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•  Stage en Santé de la Reproduction. Analyse des Données d’Enquêtes et Évaluation 
de Programmes

•  Stage en Méthodes de PlaniÞ cation — Gestion et de Recherche en Systèmes de 
Santé dans les Pays en Développement

•  Stage en Formation aux Techniques Multimédia et à leur Utilisation dans le Domaine 
de l’Auto-formation

•  Stage en Administration de PC, Réseaux et Web dans le cadre de l’Informatisation et 
du Désenclavement des Universités

Application conditions

In order to be eligible, applicants must:

be nationals from a developing country, as speciÞ ed in the list drawn up by the OECD; to • 
be eligible, the applicant’s usual place of residence must be in a developing country;

be under 40 years old for study programmes, and under 45 years old for training • 
programmes, on the date study or training is started;

have a diploma comparable to a university degree from a Belgian university;• 

provide evidence of a professional occupation in a developing country held for at • 
least two years after completion of a university degree or for three years after com-
pletion of their studies when applicants have a postgraduate diploma awarded by a 
university in an industrialised country;

have good knowledge of written and spoken French; for training organised in another • 
language, applicants must have good written and spoken knowledge of the language 
used; applicants will also be asked to commit to learning French so that they can 
participate in daily life in Belgium;

apply for a single training/study programme.• 

Duration

One academic year for the masters’ programmes. 

For training programmes, between two and three months.
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Contact

Maryvonne Aubry
Coopération Universitaire pour le Développement
Rue de Namur, 72/74 
B-1000 Brussels 
Tel. (32-2) 289 65 60 
Fax (32-2) 289 65 66 
E-mail: maryvonne.aubry@cud.be
http://www.cud.be

SCHOLARSHIPS OF THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF LOUVAIN (UNIVERSITÉ CATHOLIQUE 
DE LOUVAIN — UCL)

Information about the scholarships is available at: 
http://www.uclouvain.be/bourses-etudes.html 

Contact

Université Catholique de Louvain
Administration des relations internationales (ADRI)
Place de l’Université, 1 
B-1348 Louvain-la-Neuve 
Fax (32-10) 47 40 75 
E-mail: concours@adri.ucl.ac.be
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Federal Public Service Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and Development 
Cooperation
http://www.diplomatie.be

Federal website supplying a variety of information about Belgium
http://www.belgium.be 

French Community of Belgium
http://www.cfwb.be 

Flemish Community of Belgium
http:www.vlaanderen.be

German-speaking Community of Belgium
http://www.dglive.be/desktopdefault.aspx

Education in the Flemish Community
http://www.ond.vlaanderen.be/overzichten/notendop.htm 
http://www.highereducation.be/home 
http://www.researchportal.be/en/index.faces 

Education in the French Community
http://www.enseignement.be/ 

This site gives a comprehensive overview of the whole education system in the French 
Community of Belgium. 
http://www.studyinbelgium.be/ 

This site is designed for foreign students who are willing to study in the French Community 
of Belgium.
 
http://www.equivalences.cfwb.be/accueil.asp 
This service deals with the transferability of foreign primary and secondary education 
certiÞ cates. Visit this website to Þ nd out if your university degree is recognised in the 
French Community.

Study and training grants for students from developing countries
http://www.dgdc.be/en/dgdc/grants/index.html

Where can I Þ nd more 
information?
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Visa information:

Belgian Embassy in Kazakhstan
3rd ß oor, Chubary 
Ul. Kosmonavtov, 62
010000 Astana 
Tel. (7-7172) 97 44 85 or 297 44 86
Fax (7-7172) 97 78 49

050010 Almaty
Ul. Gogolya, 207
E-mail: embassy.astana@diplobel.fed.be

Visa information for students from Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan:

Belgian Visa Application Centre in Moscow
pl. Bor’by, 15/1 
127030 Moscow 
Russia
Tel. (7-495) 983 30 20
E-mail: info@belgiumvac-ru.com
http://www.belgiumvac-ru.com
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BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT BULGARIA

Bulgaria occupies 110 993.6 km2 and is situated in the north-eastern part of the Balkan 
peninsula in south-eastern Europe. Bulgaria has a population of around eight million. Its 
capital city, SoÞ a, is the country’s largest industrial and cultural centre and is home to 
over a million people. Other major cities are Plovdiv, Varna, Burgas and Ruse. In addition 
to Bulgarians, the country has several ethnic minorities: Turks (who make up about 
10 % of the population), Armenians, Greeks, and several other ethnic groups. The ofÞ -
cial language is Bulgarian. The majority of the population is Eastern Orthodox Christian. 
Bulgaria celebrates its national holiday, Liberation Day, on 3 March.

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

The country’s higher education system was restructured at the end of 1995 when the 
National Assembly passed a higher education law. The following multiple-level structure 
of academic qualiÞ cations was introduced by this law:

three-year education at institutes and colleges; on completion, graduates receive a • 
higher education certiÞ cate and a ‘specialist’ degree;

four-year university education; on completion, graduates receive a bachelor’s • 
degree;

five- or six-year course at a university; on completion, graduates receive a master’s • 
degree;

three-year post-university training leading to a doctorate.• 

Under the higher education law, universities, specialised institutes and colleges are clas-
siÞ ed as higher education institutions in Bulgaria. They offer educational programmes 
of various types, as well as degrees. This allows students to gain higher education in a 
variety of ways.

Universities offer programmes for students wishing to pursue educational and profes-
sional degrees: bachelors’, masters’ and doctors’ degrees. Universities offer opportun-
ities for studying various disciplines in humanities, natural and social sciences, and 
engineering. They are also involved in wide-ranging scientiÞ c and research projects.

Specialised higher education institutes primarily offer training in a single, core Þ eld 
of knowledge, as shown by the names of these institutions. These schools’ curricula 
meet the educational and professional requirements for a bachelor’s degree. In the early 

BULGARIA
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1990s, many specialised higher education institutes with strong logistical and scien-
tiÞ c assets were made autonomous and allowed freedom of choice in educational pro-
grammes and approaches and began offering courses in all disciplines. Most specialised 
higher education institutes now cooperate with similar institutions at famous European 
and international universities. This allows them to offer curricula with international con-
tent and to reinforce their training process with science and research programmes. As a 
result, many higher education institutes have been converted into universities. 

Colleges in Bulgaria offer vocational training and skills in various occupations after completion 
of secondary education, enabling their graduates to easily Þ nd a job. 

Today, the Bulgarian higher education system comprises 51 higher education institu-
tions, including 42 universities and specialised institutes, 41 colleges within the higher 
education system and nine independent colleges.

ENROLMENT REQUIREMENTS

Students are enrolled to major in various disciplines in accordance with the institutions’ 
rules.

There are two ways for foreign students to enrol in Bulgaria’s higher education institutions, 
depending on their status as foreign students.

1. Foreign citizens can enrol in Bulgarian higher education institutions on the same 
terms as Bulgarian citizens if they are: 

foreigners residing in Bulgaria;• 

persons of Bulgarian origin permanently residing in foreign countries;• 

persons with refugee status.• 
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These applicants take examinations and are enrolled in accordance with an ofÞ cial quota 
established for the given year. Once enrolled, foreign nationals pay a fee equal to 30 % 
of the total tuition fee, the size of which depends on the Þ eld of study. 

2. Foreigners in categories not speciÞ ed above may enrol in higher education institu-
tions provided they pay 100 % of the tuition fees. Tuition fee payment is waived for 
students studying for a doctorate and for postgraduate students in various Þ elds ac-
cepted by a resolution of the Bulgarian Council of Ministers or according to relevant 
governmental agreements.
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Ministry of Education and Science: Guide to universities in Bulgaria 
http://www.study-in-europe.org/Þ les/dmÞ le/UNinBG.pdf

University of St Clement of Ochrid, SoÞ a
http://www.uni-soÞ a.bg

More than 100 years old, this is one of Bulgaria’s oldest institutions of higher education. 
Today, it offers 72 academic programmes in humanities and natural sciences. The uni-
versity has departments teaching economics and business administration, philosophy, 
journalism, history, law, biology and chemistry. Students are also offered courses in 
Slavonic studies, theology, pedagogy and other disciplines. 

Paisi Hilendarski University, Plovdiv
http://www.uni-plovdiv.bg 

Saints Cyril and Methodius University, Veliko Tarnovo
http://www.uni-vt.bg 

Neophyte Rilski Southwestern University, Blagoevgrad
http://www.swu.bg 

Angel Kanchev University, Ruse
http://www.ru.acad.bg 

Thrace University, Stara Zagora 
http://www.uni-sz.bg

Visa information:

Bulgarian Embassy in Kazakhstan
Ul. 8 Gvardeyskoy Divizii, 128
Gorniy Guigant 
Tel. (7-3272) 64 67 10 or 62 99 37 
Fax (7-3272) 62 99 56
E-mail: bulgarianembassy@rambler.ru
http://www.mfa.bg

Bulgarian Embassy in Uzbekistan
Ul. Rakatboshi, 52
100031 Tashkent
Tel. (998-71) 253 48 88
Fax (998-71) 252 39 52
E-mail: misiyabg@bcc.com.uz
http://www.mfa.bg/tashkent/

Visa information for students from Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan can be obtained 
from the embassies above. 

Where can I Þ nd more 
information?
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BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT CYPRUS

Cyprus is the third largest island in the Mediterranean (9 251 km2) after Sicily and Sardinia. 
It is situated in its eastern part. It is at the crossroads between Europe, Asia and Africa, 
and one of its roles is to build bridges between these continents. 

The island’s main economic activities are banking, tourism, craft exports and merchant 
shipping. Over the years, the economy has gradually developed into a modern one with 
dynamic services, industrial and agricultural sectors, and an advanced physical and 
social infrastructure. 

The capital of Cyprus, Nicosia (Lefkosia), is the last divided capital city in Europe with 
a population of around 273 000. Other major towns are Famagusta, Kyrenia, Larnaca, 
Limassol, Morphou and Paphos. The ofÞ cial languages of Cyprus are Greek and Turkish. 
English is widely spoken.

According to the Cypriot government, the total population living in territories under its 
control is 705 500 (2002). The population in the north is estimated at around 200 000, 
87 000 of whom are Turkish Cypriots and the remaining are Turks originating from main-
land Turkey (the 45 000 Turkish military personnel stationed on the island are not included 
in this number).

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

The University of Cyprus opened in September 1992. It is an autonomous education-
al institution and, at present, is the only university in operation. It currently offers pro-
grammes through the following faculties: the Faculty of Humanities, the Faculty of Pure 
and Applied Sciences, the Faculty of Social Sciences and Education, the Faculty of 
Economics and Management, the Faculty of Engineering and the Faculty of Letters. 
The university participates in a number of international university organisations and net-
works. Besides the University of Cyprus, there are other education institutions such as 
the Open University of Cyprus and the Cyprus University of Technology.

University level (Þ rst stage)

The Þ rst stage of higher education at the University of Cyprus lasts four years, leading 
to a certiÞ cate or diploma (Ptychio at the university, also called a bachelor’s degree). At 
the University of Cyprus, the education system is based on credit units; 240 credit units 
are required to receive a bachelor’s degree.

CYPRUS
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University level (second stage)

After completion of the Þ rst stage, graduates may follow a two-year postgraduate course 
in speciÞ c institutions, leading to a postgraduate diploma. The University of Cyprus 
grants masters’ degrees two years after receipt of a bachelor’s degree in most Þ elds.

University level (third stage)

The University of Cyprus grants a doctorate (PhD) in some Þ elds of study following at 
least three more years of study after receipt of a master’s degree

SCHOLARSHIPS

Within the framework of the government scheme for technical assistance to foreign 
countries, the government of Cyprus offers several scholarships for foreign students. 
The government grants two types of scholarship.

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR SHORT SPECIALISED COURSES 

Special short-term courses of two to eight weeks’ duration are organised by Cypriot 
institutes in the Þ elds of private business management or management of the public sec-
tor in a free market economy, and a number of scholarships are offered to citizens from 
selected countries to attend these short courses. The scholarships may also include an 
attachment of two to four weeks to a ministry or department, which might be considered 
beneÞ cial for participants.

For example, the following programmes are available:

• at the Mediterranean Institute of Management

http://www.mlsi.gov.cy/kepa (English version — Site index — Activities — Technical 
assistance scheme)
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• at the Cyprus Academy of Public Administration

http://www.mof.gov.cy/mof/capa/cyacademy.nsf/index_en/index_en?opendocument#

• at the Cyprus International Institute of Management

http://www.ciim.ac.cy/

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR LONG-TERM/ACADEMIC COURSES

The long-term programmes organised by some Cypriot institutes of higher education 
may be suitable for the needs of the selected countries. Within the technical assist-
ance scheme, a limited number of scholarships are also offered for the following 
programmes:

• Postgraduate Management Diploma programme (11 months) at the Mediterranean 
Institute of Management (MIM) http://www.mlsi.gov.cy/kepa

• Master in Business Administration (one year) at the Cyprus International Institute of 
Management  (CIIM) http://www.ciim.ac.cy/easyconsole.cfm/id/1298 (MBA programme 
— Scholarships).

MBA SCHOLARSHIPS PROVIDED BY THE REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS

The Republic of Cyprus is offering Þ ve full scholarships of 12 months’ duration to study 
for the attainment of the Cyprus International Institute of Management (CIIM) Master in 
Business Administration or Master in Public Sector Management programme. Eligible 
candidates are citizens of Uzbekistan, Gambia, Azerbaijan and Sudan.

APPLICATION PROCEDURE

In order to submit an application for scholarship, the applicant must attain an ofÞ cial en-
dorsement by her/his country’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs completing the endorsement 
form, which must be submitted along with the application form (detailed instructions on 
the endorsement procedure are included in the endorsement form). The applicants may 
then submit their applications along with the endorsement form at a competent consular 
authority of the Republic of Cyprus of their choice.

Application, endorsement forms, as well as information material on the programme can 
be found below. 

MBA/MPSM application:

http://www.ciim.ac.cy/doc/ApplicationFormMBA_MPSM.pdf   

Admissions recommendation form:

http://www.ciim.ac.cy/ftp/AdmissionRecommendation.pdf  
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MBA prospectus: 

http://www.ciim.ac.cy/easyconsole.cfm?page=downloadmedia&amp;page_
id=487&amp;ß d=doc_Þ le&amp;doctype=attachment 

MPSM prospectus: 

http://www.ciim.ac.cy/easyconsole.cfm?page=downloadmedia&amp;page_
id=479&amp;ß d=doc_Þ le&amp;doctype=attachment 

Endorsement forms

http://www.ciim.ac.cy/doc/endorsementform.pdf

For further information or queries, you may contact Mr Marios Siathas of CIIM at:
Tel. (357) 22 46 22 05
E-mail: marios@ciim.ac.cy

Please note that any candidate who has received any kind of an ofÞ cial scholarship from 
the Republic of Cyprus is not eligible to apply for another scholarship unless a period 
of two years has elapsed from 1 January of the year within which the scholarship was 
awarded.

Students may also study at CIIM with scholarships other than those granted by the government 
of Cyprus. Other available scholarships are listed below.

Cyprus Development Bank scholarships 

The Cyprus Development Bank also offers a number of scholarships to foreign students 
from selected countries. Applicants are required to meet the CIIM admission criteria. 
These scholarships are exclusive to CIIM.

Phileleftheros newspaper scholarships

A full scholarship is offered yearly by CIIM in connection with the Phileleftheros news-
paper. It is offered on a competitive basis and applicants are required to meet the CIIM 
admission criteria. Additional partial scholarships, ranging from CYP 500 to 2 000 
(EUR 870 to 3 500), are also awarded by CIIM to students of special merit who have 
taken part in the competition.

Tom Lupton scholarships

A full scholarship is offered yearly by CDB in memory of the late chairman of the CIIM 
Academic Council. Additional partial scholarships, ranging from CYP 500 to 2 000 
(EUR 870 to 3 500), are also awarded by CIIM to students of special merit. These are 
offered on a competitive basis and applicants are required to meet the CIIM admission 
criteria. 

For all information on admission criteria and the application procedure for the three 
above mentioned scholarships, please visit: http://www.ciim.ac.cy/easyconsole.cfm/
id/29  (MBA programme — Scholarships).
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3. Several one-year programmes at the Higher Hotel Institute: 

http://www.mlsi.gov.cy/mlsi/hhic/hhic.nsf/dmlindex_en/dmlindex_en?OpenDocument 

You may also apply for scholarships offered by speciÞ c higher education institutions of Cyprus. 
The list of higher education institutions is available on the website of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Cyprus at: www.mfa.gov.cy (Overseas Cypriots — Educational Institutions).
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Department of Higher and Tertiary Education, Ministry of Education and Culture 
(Ypourgion Paideias kai Politismou, Tmima Anoteris kai Anotatis Ekpedevsis)
http://www.moec.gov.cy 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
http://www.mfa.gov.cy

Website on education in Cyprus
http://www.highereducation.ac.cy 

Visa information:

Embassy of Cyprus in Moscow 
Ul. Povarskaya, 9 
121069 Moscow 
Russia
Tel. (7-495) 744 29 44
Fax (7-495) 744 29 45
E-mail: moscowembassy@mfa.gov.cy 
http://www.moscowembassy.mfa.gov.cy 

Consulate of Cyprus in Uzbekistan
Ul. Rakatboshi, 52/2-1
100031 Tashkent
Tel. (998-71) 252 35 40 or 256 47 55
Fax (998-71) 252 78 77

Consulate of Cyprus in Kyrgyzstan
Ul. Esanova, 60
Bishkek
Tel. (996-312) 58 11 58 or 28 53 79
E-mail: zhanetta@elcat.kg

Where can I Þ nd more 
information?
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BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT THE CZECH REPUBLIC

The Czech Republic is situated in central Europe. The country is historically divided into 
three regions: Bohemia, Moravia and part of Silesia. It borders on Poland to the north, 
Austria to the south, Germany to the west, and Slovakia to the east. The country has 
10.3 million inhabitants. Most inhabitants are of Czech nationality. There are Slovak 
(3.1 %), Polish (0.6 %), German (0.5 %) and Romany (0.3 %) minorities. The ofÞ cial 
language is Czech and the capital of the country is Prague. 

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

The Czech higher education has a long tradition of over 600 years. In 1348, the Charles 
University in Prague was established, which is the oldest academic institution in central 
Europe. At the present time, there are 74 higher education institutions in the Czech 
higher education system. There are 26 public, 2 state and 46 private higher education 
institutions. 

The higher education system is organised into three levels: bachelors’, masters’ and 
doctoral degree programmes. The principal requirement for entering bachelors’ or 
full masters’ programmes is the completion of a full secondary general or vocational 
education with a school leaving examination. The deadline for submitting applications 
is normally the end of February or March. The academic year starts in September and 
comprises a winter and a summer semester. Most higher education institutions have 
introduced credit systems compatible with the European credit transfer system (ECTS).

Studies in the Czech language at public and state higher education institutions are free 
of charge for both Czech and foreign students. Private higher education institutions 
charge all students regular tuition fees.

CZECH REPUBLIC



Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport
http://www.msmt.cz

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
http://www.mzv.cz

Study in the Czech Republic
http://www.studyin.cz 

House for International Services of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports
http://www.dzs.cz 

National Agency for European Educational Programmes (Erasmus Mundus and 
Tempus programmes)
http://www.naep.cz

Centre for Higher Education
http://www.csvs.cz

Institute of Language and Preparatory Studies
http//:www.ujop.cuni.cz

Prague Education Centre
http://www.educationcenter.cz

Czech Centre
http://www.czcenter.ru 
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information?
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Czech Republic
http://www.czech.cz 

Visa information:

Czech Embassy in Kazakhstan
Ul. Sary Arka, 6, Business Centre Arman
010000 Astana
Tel. (7-7172) 66 04 72 
Fax (7-7172) 66 01 42 
E-mail: astana@embassy.mzv.cz
http://www.mzv.cz/wwwo/?zu=astana

Almaty
Tel. (7-727) 277 70 93
Fax (7-727) 277 70 92
E-mail: almaata@embassy.mzv.cz
http://www.mzv.cz/almaty

Honorary Consulate of the Czech Republic in Kyrgyzstan
Ul. Kalyka-Akieva 66
720001 Bishkek
Tel. (996-312) 65 92 29
Fax (996-312) 65 92 30
E-mail: bishkek@honorary.mzv.cz

Czech Embassy in Uzbekistan
Mirzo-Ulugbek Tumani
Ul. Navnikhol 6
700041 Tashkent
Tel. (998-71) 120 60 71 
Fax (998-71) 120 60 75 
E-mail: tashkent@embassy.mzv.cz
http://www.mzv.cz/wwwo/default.asp?id=54924&amp;ido=21412&amp;idj=41&amp;am
b=74&amp;ParentIDO=21412
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Visa information for students from Tajikistan and Turkmenistan:

Czech Embassy in Russia
Ul. U. Fuchika, 12/14
123056 Moscow
Tel. (7-495) 251 05 44
Fax (7-495) 250 15 23
E-mail: Moscow@embassy.mzv.cz
http://www.mzv.cz/moscow 
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BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT DENMARK

Denmark is a Scandinavian country located in northern Europe with a small, but highly 
developed economy. A modern infrastructure and an effective welfare system allow citi-
zens high standards of living, and a clean environment also contributes to a high qual-
ity of life. Geographically, Denmark consists of the peninsula of Jutland, as well as a 
great number of islands. Of these, Zealand — home to the capital of Copenhagen — is 
the largest. Jutland borders Germany to the south, while the rest of the country is sur-
rounded by sea, with the other Scandinavian nations of Sweden and Norway in the near 
vicinity. Owing to its location and geography, Denmark has a relatively mild climate and 
outdoor activities are possible most of the year. 

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

The higher education system in Denmark consists of three types of higher education 
institutions: academies of professional higher education, university colleges and 
universities.

The academies of professional higher education offer two-year ‘academy profession’ 
degrees, which combine theory with practice. They are available in a range of disciplines 
including business, technology, IT, multimedia, food industry, tourism and more. The 
academies are located in both large and small cities and have strong links with local 
businesses and industry. 

The university colleges offer a number of professional bachelors’ programmes, which 
combine theoretical study with practical application. Work placements are always 
included in the programmes, which prepare you to enter speciÞ c professions. Courses 
are offered in areas such as business, education, engineering, IT, nursing, social work, 
etc. Some university colleges are located in large cities and others in small towns. Most 
of the institutions have a regional engagement and strong links with local businesses 
and industry. Completing a professional bachelor’s degree at a university college usually 
takes between three and four-and-a-half years. 

Danish universities are based on the continental European tradition of integrating 
education and research and offer higher education programmes from undergraduate 
to PhD level. Study options range from the more traditional academic subject areas to 
innovative interdisciplinary programmes. Most universities are multi-faculty institutions 
covering a wide range of disciplines with a few specialising in science and technology, IT, 
business, architecture, Þ ne arts and music. The universities are located in the larger cities 
and many of them have close partnerships with business, industry and other research 

DENMARK



49

institutions. At the universities, a bachelor’s degree usually takes three years to complete, 
and a master’s degree two years, although some one-year masters’ programmes are 
available. The period of research required to obtain a PhD is generally three years.

STUDY OPTIONS FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

As an international student, different options exist if you would like to study in Denmark.

You can apply for admission to a full degree programme. This will mean that you • 
spend the time required to complete the programme in Denmark, receiving a degree 
upon completion.

You can apply to become an exchange/guest student for one or two semesters. This • 
option is suitable if you are already studying at a higher education institution, but wish 
to spend a shorter period of time studying in Denmark. This may allow you to special-
ise in certain Þ elds of interest, and often it will be possible for your home institution to 
give you credits for the time spent studying abroad.

You can apply for admission to a summer school programme. The programmes usually • 
last between a few weeks and a couple of months, and allow you to experience studying 
in Denmark while improving your academic skills during your summer break. It may be 
possible for you to obtain credits for your degree for courses taken abroad as part of a 
summer school.

With a growing selection of programmes and courses taught in English, it is easy for 
you to Þ nd suitable study opportunities at all levels. All higher education programmes 
are regulated by the Danish authorities and offer high-quality education. In order to gain 
admission, both academic and language requirements must also therefore be met by 
applicants.
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TUITION FEES AND SCHOLARSHIPS

Studying is generally free for all EU/EEA students as well as for students participating in 
an exchange programme. Students from outside the EU/EEA will normally have to pay 
a tuition fee. This varies between EUR 9 000 and 16 000 per academic year. Students 
required to pay a tuition fee may apply for scholarships if they wish to complete a degree 
in Denmark. Information on scholarship opportunities is available at: http://www.stud-
yindenmark.dk

LANGUAGE ISSUES

While Danish is the ofÞ cial language of Denmark, most Danes also speak excellent 
English, and many understand German. At universities and other educational institu-
tions, most courses will be conducted in Danish, although a growing number of degrees 
and courses are now taught in English (see http://www.studyindenmark.dk). For foreign 
students wishing to learn Danish while in Denmark, many courses in Danish as a for-
eign language are available at the higher education institutions and other organisations 
across the country.

STUDENT RESIDENCE PERMITS

Enquiries regarding entry to Denmark for students can be submitted to the Embassy of 
Denmark in Moscow.

Royal Danish Embassy in Moscow
Prechistensky per., 9
119034 Moscow
Russia
Tel. (7-495) 775 01 90 
Fax (7-495) 775 01 91
E-mail: mowamb@um.dk 
http://www.ambmoskva.um.dk 

In addition, it may be possible for students to submit applications for residence permits 
to other Danish embassies in the region. For information, please contact:

Danish Immigration Service
Ryesgade 53 
DK-2100 København Ø
Tel. (45) 35 30 87 50
E-mail: study@us.dk
http://www.newindenmark.dk
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Cirius Agency
http://www.ciriusonline.dk

Study in Denmark
http://www.studyindenmark.dk

Danish education database
http://www.ug.dk

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
http://www.um.dk

Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation
http://www.videnskabministeriet.dk

Ministry of Culture
http://www.kulturministeriet.dk

Ministry of Education
http://www.uvm.dk

Foreign diplomas’ recognition
http://www.cvuu.dk

Education quality assessment and evaluation
http://www.eva.dk

Information about Denmark and Danish society
http://www.denmark.dk

For visa information, see the German embassies in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan 
and Uzbekistan:

German Embassy in Kazakhstan 
Ul. Kosmonavtov, 62, mkr. Chubary
010000 Astana
Tel. (7-7172) 79 12 00
Fax (7-7172) 79 12 13

Where can I Þ nd more 
information?
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Consulate General in Almaty
Ul. Furmanova, 173
050000 Almaty
Tel. (7-727) 250 61 55/56/57/60 or 250 70 43
Visa information: (7-727) 250 71 11
Fax (7-727) 250 62 76
http://www.astana.diplo.de 

German Embassy in Kyrgyzstan 
Ul. Razzakova, 28
720040 Bishkek
Tel. (996-312) 90 50 00, 66 66 24 or 90 50 12 (  )
Fax (996-312) 66 66 30
http://www.bischkek.diplo.de

German Embassy in Tajikistan
Ul. Varzobskaya,16
734017 Dushanbe
Tel. (992-372) 21 21 89 or 21 21 98
Visa department: (992-372) 21 21 81
http://www.duschanbe.diplo.de

German Embassy in Uzbekistan
Pr-t Sharafa Rashidova, 15
700017 Tashkent 
Tel. (998-71) 120 84 40
Fax (998-71) 120 84 85, 120 66 93 or 120 84 50
E-mail: info@taschkent.diplo.de
http://www.taschkent.diplo.de

Danish Trade Commission
Ul. Begalina, 130 
050051 Almaty 
Tel. (7-727) 291 77 54
Fax (7-727) 293 82 62
E-mail: alahkt@um.dk
http://www.dtcalmaty.um.dk

Students from Turkmenistan can obtain visa information from the embassies above.
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BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT ESTONIA

Estonia is the smallest of the three Baltic States. Situated on the north-eastern coast of 
the Baltic Sea, Estonia borders Latvia to the south and Russia to the east and has strong 
cultural and linguistic ties with Finland. The capital of Estonia is Tallinn and the country 
has a population of around 1.4 million. The largest ethnic groups are Estonians, who 
account for 68 % of the population, Russians (26 %), Ukrainians (2 %), Belorussians 
(1.3 %) and others. The ofÞ cial language is Estonian. Further information: http://www.
vm.ee/estonia/ http://www.riik.ee/ru/ http://www.einst.ee/

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

Estonia has a dual higher education system consisting of two branches: academic and 
applied. Academic studies are provided by universities, while applied higher education 
(rakenduskõrgharidus) may be provided in an educational institution that is part of 
a university, in an institution of applied higher education, or in a vocational school 
offering secondary vocational education curricula conducted on the basis of secondary 
education.

As a result of major higher education reform and the restructuring of study courses, 
Estonian universities introduced the two-cycle (bachelor/master)) structure for the Þ rst 
time in the history of Estonian higher education for the 2002/03 academic year. The 
Þ rst qualiÞ cation to be received in the new structure is a bachelor’s degree (bakalau-
reusekraad). The basic knowledge and skills in a particular Þ eld of specialisation are 
acquired at this level. This ‘new’ bakalaureusekraad is awarded after three years of 
study (for some courses, the nominal duration of study is four years). The new degree 
is a traditional bachelor-level qualiÞ cation comparable to most recognised European 
bachelor-level degrees.

After graduation from a bachelor-level course, students may continue to the second 
cycle, leading to a master’s degree (magistrikraad). Master-level studies are devoted 
to preparing in depth for a narrower Þ eld of specialisation. The duration of a master-
level course is two years. The ‘new’ magistrikraad is a master’s degree qualiÞ cation and 
is the required level for professions requiring a higher qualiÞ cation, such as teachers, 
engineers, economists and lawyers.

The new two-cycle structure applies to most disciplines, with the exception of medicine, 
dentistry, pharmacy, veterinary medicine, architecture and civil engineering. These 
long single-cycle courses are known as integrated bachelor- and master-level study 
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programmes with a nominal duration of Þ ve or six years. The programmes lead to a 
master’s diploma. 

The postgraduate research degree is known as the doktorikraadand is awarded on 
completion of three to four years of study and research at PhD level.

All higher education diplomas and degrees issued in Estonia are Þ nal higher education 
qualiÞ cations. All recognised state and public higher education institutions have the 
right to award state diplomas in a certain format with relevant content. Private higher 
education institutions have the right to award state diplomas only to graduates who 
have completed an accredited course of study. The Diploma Statute adopted by the 
government regulates the format and content of the state diploma.

The language of instruction and course work is usually Estonian. However, an increasing 
number of courses and study programmes are offered in English, and sometimes in other 
languages. Some higher education institutions provide courses in Russian for Russian-
speaking students.

There are six public universities, Þ ve private universities, eight state institutions of applied 
higher education, 13 private applied higher education institutions, seven state institutions 
and one private vocational education institutions offering vocational higher education. 

Further information and a list of higher education institutions is available at: http://www.
smartestonia.ee 

SCHOLARSHIPS

Student scholarship of the ‘Compatriots/State Expatriates’ programme

Area of study or research: all areas.
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Target group: students of Estonian origin living abroad with secondary or higher education, 
who have not resided permanently in Estonia for at least 10 years.

Authority awarding grant: the scholarship will be Þ nanced by the Ministry of Education 
and Research.

Duration of grant: the scholarship is awarded for bachelor or master degree studies in 
Estonian higher education institutions. Prior to commencing a bachelor’s or master’s 
degree course, students may spend an intensive year studying the Estonian language 
at a university. Upon good academic progress after completion of a bachelor’s course, 
students may apply to continue their scholarship for a master’s degree.

Grant beneÞ t paid: the scholarship will cover the cost of the student’s accommodation 
at a public university, or the cost of a bachelor’s or master’s course at a state institution 
of applied higher education. Students will receive a monthly residential allowance, plus 
an allowance for good academic progress. The cost of residence permits, health insur-
ance and two annual round trips to the student’s home city will be reimbursed on a cost 
basis.

Selection procedure: scholarships are awarded by the supervisory board of the ‘Compatriots’ 
programme appointed by the government.

Further information: http://www.smartestonia.ee/index.php?page=368 

Scholarships for PhD studies for non-resident students

FRAMEWORK OF THE SUPPORT SCHEME 

Estonian government has launched strategic initiatives for supporting the international-
isation of Estonian higher education and research institutions. Under the initiative, study 
opportunities and scholarships are created for non-resident PhD students in the Þ elds of 
natural and exact sciences, technology and medicine.

REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENTS

The additional study positions are open for persons who are not residents of Estonia. 
The candidates must have a prior qualiÞ cation that gives access to PhD studies and 
must start their studies in an Estonian university at the academic year subsequent to 
admission.

SCHOLARSHIP AND FUNDING OF RESEARCH 

The study grant equivalent to the standard public grants of PhD students is allocated 
to the grant holder. The amount of the study grant for the 2007/08 academic year is 
EEK 60 000 (USD 4 955). In addition, a return trip home once a year, health insurance 
and a state fee for the residence permit during the nominal duration of the studies will 
be covered.
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After the Þ rst year, an assessment of the student’s progress is made. Successful stu-
dents will earn the right to free-of-charge study in a selected faculty and a full scholarship 
for the nominal length of studies. Graduates are regarded as a valuable asset for the 
Estonian higher education and research system and industry.

CONTACT INFORMATION 

If you are interested in applying for a PhD study place, please read the general framework 
of the scheme or contact our Centre for Academic Mobility at: amk@archimedes.ee
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Internet site for foreign students
http://www.smartestonia.ee 

Ministry of Education and Research
http://www.hm.ee

Foundation ‘Archimedes’
http://www.archimedes.ee

This is a national body responsible for implementing international cooperation and 
exchanges in higher education, as well as EU programmes and projects.

Ministry of Foreign Affaires 
http://www.vm.ee/eng

Visa information:

Kazakhstan
As of 1 April 2008 Estonia is represented in issuing visas to Estonia by Latvia. For 
more detailed information concerning documents to be submitted for visa application, 
please contact the Embassy of Latvia in Kazakhstan:
 
‘Kaskad’ Business Centre 
Av. Kabanbai Batira, 6/1, OfÞ ce No 123
010000 Astana
Tel. (7-7172) 92 53 17 
Fax (7-7172) 92 53 19

Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan
As of 1 April 2008 Estonia is represented in issuing visas to Estonia by Latvia. For more 
detailed information concerning documents to be submitted for visa application, please 
contact the Embassy of Latvia in Uzbekistan:

Ul. Lashkarbegi, 16A 
100000 Tashkent
Tel. (998-71) 237 08 51 
Fax (998-71) 120 70 36
E-mail: amblatv@bcc.com.uz

Where can I Þ nd more 
information?
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BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT FINLAND

Finland is situated in  northern Europe. It borders Russia to the east, the Gulf of Finland 
to the south, the Gulf of Bothnia and Sweden to the west and Norway in the north. It has 
over 55 000 lakes. The capital of Finland is Helsinki and the total population is 5.2 million. 
The principal ethnic majority are Finns, who account for 94 % of the population. Other 
ethnic minorities include the Swedish Finns, who account for 6 % of the population, 
and the Lapps. Finland’s ofÞ cial languages are Finnish and Swedish with 94 % of the 
population speaking Finnish and 6 % Swedish. Other languages spoken by minorities 
include Russian and Lappish.

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

The Finnish higher education system consists of two complementary sectors: polytechnics 
and universities. The function of the universities is to conduct scientiÞ c research and provide 
undergraduate and postgraduate education on this basis. The system of polytechnics is 
still fairly new. The Þ rst polytechnics began operating on a trial basis in 1991–92 and the 
Þ rst became permanent in 1996. By 2000, all polytechnics were working on a permanent 
basis. Polytechnics are multi-Þ eld regional institutions focusing on working life and regional 
development. 

There are 20 universities in Finland: 10 multidisciplinary universities, three universities 
of technology, three schools of economics and business administration, and four art 
academies. All universities are state owned. In addition, a university-level education is 
provided at the National Defence College run by the Ministry of Defence. Approximately 
170 000 students are currently enrolled at universities.

Bachelors’ (three years) and masters’ (Þ ve years) degrees are both undergraduate 
degrees in Finland. Lower academic degrees (usually called kandidaatti in Finnish 
and kandidat in Swedish) require 120 credits and can usually be completed in three 
years. Higher academic degrees (usually called maisteri/magister), which correspond 
to masters’ degrees, require 160–180 credits, meaning Þ ve years of full-time study. 
However, a lower degree is not compulsory and students may work for a master’s degree 
without taking a bachelor’s degree Þ rst.

Universities also confer postgraduate degrees: licentiate (lisensiatti/licenciat, two years) 
and doctoral (tohtori/doktor, four years) degrees. Students can start working for a 
doctorate as soon as they have obtained a master’s degree. If they prefer, students 
can take a licentiate’s degree before a doctoral degree. Research and preparation of a 
substantial thesis are essential parts of both the licentiate and doctoral qualiÞ cations.

 FINLAND
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There are 29 polytechnics under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Education: seven 
are run by local authorities, 11 by municipal education consortia and 11 by private 
organisations. In addition, Åland University of Applied Sciences is operated by the self-
governing Province of Åland and the Police College is subordinate to the Ministry of the 
Interior. The extent of polytechnic degree studies is generally 210–240 credits (ECTS), 
equivalent to three-and-a-half to four years of full-time study. This education is arranged 
in the form of degree programmes. The entry requirement is a certiÞ cate from a higher 
secondary school or matriculation certiÞ cate, a vocational qualiÞ cation or a corresponding 
foreign certiÞ cate. The total number of young and mature polytechnic students is 130 000. 
Polytechnics award over 20 000 polytechnic degrees and 200 polytechnic masters’ 
degrees annually. The system of higher degrees was put into practice after a trial period 
in 2005 and the number of polytechnic masters’ programmes is expected to grow in the 
next few years.

The requirement for a master’s programme in polytechnics is a bachelor’s level polytechnic 
degree and at least three years of work experience. The polytechnic master’s degree 
requires 60–90 credits and takes one-and-a-half to two years and is equivalent to a 
university master’s degree on the labour market. 

Polytechnics are more practice-oriented. Polytechnic education emphasises close 
contacts with business, industry and services, especially at the regional level. 

SCHOLARSHIPS

Finland is open to international cooperation. Finnish universities have developed 
numerous English-language study programmes to attract international exchange and 
third-level students. At present, some 7 300 foreign students representing more than 40 
nationalities are studying for a degree in Finland, and approximately 4 200 of them are 
enrolled in universities. In addition, approximately 7 000 students come to Finland every 
year, either independently or on exchange programmes. The top Þ ve countries of origin 
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for foreign students attending Finnish universities and polytechnics are: China (15.2 %), 
Russia (13.5 %), Sweden (8.6 %), Germany (3.7 %) and the United States (2.6 %) (Edu-
cation at a glance 2004, OECD). In 2004–05, there were some 400 study programmes 
in different disciplines taught in English.

The Centre for International Mobility (CIMO) operates under the Finnish Ministry of 
Education to promote cross-cultural communication. CIMO administers scholarship and 
exchange programmes, and offers information, advisory services and publications. In 
addition, CIMO promotes teaching of the Finnish language and culture and arranges 
summer courses in the Finnish language and culture for international students.

There are various opportunities for foreign students to study in Finland. 

A WHOLE DEGREE COURSE IN FINLAND

If are interested in completing a whole degree course in Finland, you can start searching 
for a course suitable for your needs by visiting our international study programmes 
database on the CIMO website (http://www.cimo.Þ ). There you will Þ nd information 
about some 400 international study courses taught in English at Finnish universities 
and polytechnics. To enter the database, select the ‘International study programmes’ 
link on the left navigation bar. Once you have found a degree programme that interests 
you, please contact the international ofÞ ce of the institution concerned directly. You 
should meet entry requirements set by your chosen higher education institution (usually 
secondary school leaving certiÞ cate and entry examinations). Please keep in mind the 
fact that CIMO scholarships target mainly postgraduate students who have completed a 
master-level programme. CIMO does not offer scholarships for undergraduate courses.

EXCHANGE PROGRAMMES

If you are enrolled in a university or polytechnic in your home country and wish to come to 
Finland for a short study period, you may take advantage of the exchange programmes 
your home department or university participates in.

CIMO fellowships

The CIMO fellowships programme is open to young researchers from all countries 
and from all academic Þ elds. The scholarship period may vary from 3 to 12 months. 
The monthly allowance is EUR 725–1 000. The exact amount varies according to the 
academic qualiÞ cations of the recipient and the support from the enrolling department. 
The scholarship is intended to cover living expenses in Finland for a single person. No 
additional housing allowance is paid. Expenses incurred by international travel to and 
from Finland are not covered by CIMO.
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HOW TO APPLY?

Visiting researchers should contact the Finnish host university. The Finnish university 
department hosting the student should apply to CIMO for a grant. Applications should be 
submitted at least three months before the intended scholarship period.

Finnish studies and research/scholarships for advanced studies of the Finnish 
language at Finnish universities

CIMO offers scholarships for advanced studies of the Finnish language at Finnish 
universities. The scholarships are intended mainly for third-level students of the 
Finnish language and literature at universities outside Finland. Preference is given to 
applicants who are working on their master’s or doctorate thesis. The scholarship lasts 
one academic semester (four to Þ ve months). The monthly allowance is EUR 725. No 
additional housing allowance is paid. The scholarship holder must pay for his or her own 
travel to and from Finland.

HOW TO APPLY?

Students should apply directly to CIMO for a grant. Application deadlines are April for the 
autumn semester and October for the spring semester. The applicant should contact the 
host university department before applying. The application should preferably be made 
in Finnish and should include the following documents and translations (in Finnish or 
English): CV, summary of studies, language qualiÞ cation certiÞ cate, conÞ rmation letter 
from the host department, study plan and two letters of recommendation. 

All further information and application forms are available on the CIMO website (http://
www.cimo.Þ ). A brochure in Russian and English entitled Why Finland? in the Publications 
section of the CIMO website lists all the available scholarship programmes.
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Foreigners wishing to study in Finland should consult the following websites:

https://www.admissions.Þ  

http://www.universityadmissions.Þ  

http://www.studyinÞ nland.Þ  

http://www.syl.Þ /english 

Centre for International Mobility (CIMO) (Kansinvälisen henkilövaihdon keskus)

http://www.cimo.Þ  

Finnish Academy
http://www.aka.Þ  
This organisation also provides Þ nancial support for international students.

Ministry of Education (Opetusministeriö)
http://www.minedu.Þ  

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
http://formin.Þ nland.Þ 

Where can I Þ nd more 
information?
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Visa information for students from Kazakhstan:

Finland’s Honorary Consulate in Kazakhstan
Bogengai batyr, 188–12
Almaty
Tel. (7-3272) 92 27 15 
Fax (7-3272) 50 99 42
E-mail: outo@itte.kz 

Visa information for students from Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan:

Finnish Embassy in Russia
Kropotkinsky per., 15–17
119034 Moscow G-34
Tel. (7-495) 787 41 74
Fax (7-495) 255 33 80
E-mail: sanomat.mos@formin.Þ  
http://www.Þ nland.org.ru
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BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT FRANCE

France lies on the western fringe of the European continent. The country’s territory also 
includes the island of Corsica in the Mediterranean sea and several outermost areas 
and overseas territories. France shares common borders with Belgium, Luxembourg 
and Germany in the north and north-east, Switzerland, Italy and Monaco in the east, and 
Spain and Andorra in the south. Its landmass is washed by the Mediterranean sea in the 
south-east and it is open to the Atlantic ocean in the west. The country’s capital is Paris. 
France has a population of 63.2 million. The ofÞ cial language is French.

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

Higher education in France is provided by universities (including Instituts nationaux poly-
techniques and Instituts universitaires de technologie (IUT), which are open to a large 
number of students, and by Grandes Ecoles and other institutions of professional higher 
education with selective admission policies.

Preparatory classes for the Grandes Ecoles — or Classes préparatoires aux grandes 
écoles (CPGE) — and advanced technical courses in STS — or Sections de Techniciens 
supérieurs — also provide post-secondary education but in lycées; this post-secondary 
education (after the Baccalauréat) lasts two years and equals 120 ECTS credits. 

Currently, 2.2 million students altogether are counted.

An overview of the overall framework of the French higher education system is 
available at :

http://www.etudiant.gouv.fr/pid20446/formation-generale.html

Higher education level (Þ rst cycle): Licence

The Þ rst cycle of university lasts three years and students are awarded a Licence 
(bachelor’s degree) or Licence professionnelle (professionally-oriented bachelor) 
corresponding to 180 ECTS.

Within this Þ rst cycle and in connection to the qualiÞ cations framework for the EHEA 
(European higher education area), a short cycle can be followed by students who wish to 
complete a two-year post-Baccalauréat programme in IUT or STS equalling 120 ECTS 
credits and resulting in a Diplôme universitaire de technologie (DUT — technological 
university degree), or a Brevet de technicien supérieur (BTS — higher technician’s 
diploma). 

 FRANCE
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Higher education level (second cycle): Master

The second cycle leads to the Master Recherche — or research-oriented master — or to 
the Master Professionnel — or professionally-oriented master’s degree — corresponding 
to 120 ECTS after the Licence.

If Grandes Ecoles do not have any Þ rst cycle but select students after their two years 
in CPGE and on the basis of selective and competitive entrance exams, engineers’ 
schools especially award a Þ nal degree which equals 180 credits after three years, and 
is therefore recognised as a master’s degree.

Higher education level (third cycle): Doctorat

The third cycle corresponds to doctoral studies; a doctorate is usually obtained after at 
least three years of extensive research, under the supervision of a thesis director, and 
the writing and successful thesis defence.

Doctorates can only be prepared in doctoral schools — Ecoles doctorales — which are 
part of universities.

Foreigners wishing to study in France should Þ rst look for programmes and/or higher 
education institutions they are interested in. Following that, contact may be made directly 
with the institution. Each institution will review the applicant’s academic background 
according to its own admission standards. Usually, after selection committees meet, 
selection decisions are made public in spring.

CampusFrance and French embassies are the contact points for any student wishing to 
study in France. CampusFrance has created a ‘grant search engine’ where students can 
Þ nd a wide variety of grants.

http://www.campusfrance.org/fr/d-catalogue/campusbourse/cfbourse/index_en.html#
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http://www.russie.campusfrance.org (in Russian)

http://www.campusfrance.org (in English, Spanish and French)

SCHOLARSHIPS

Grants from the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs

French government grants are merit-based. The results obtained at examinations and 
the opinions of professors are of prime importance for the renewal of grants. The condi-
tions you need to fulÞ l in order to be selected depend on the level of the degree you are 
studying for.

Grants must be requested from the cultural and scientiÞ c advisors at the French em-
bassy or consulate in your country. Formalities must be completed one year in advance 
of the initial registration. For more information, see: http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/
france_159/studying-in-france_2192/index.html

Grants are awarded via the Services de cooperation et d’action culturelle (SCAC) of 
the French embassies abroad. They are merit-based and awarded according to criteria 
established in speciÞ c agreements with the country of origin.

Grants from the Ministry of Higher Education and Research

Generally, these grants are only awarded to French students less than 28 years old 
when they make their Þ rst request. However, exemptions exist for students who have 
been living in France for at least two years and who have Þ led their tax returns in France 
for the same period.

Grants for higher education and research

Technical and scientiÞ c research grants are reserved for French students or students 
from the EU. However, an exemption is possible for foreign students who have completed 
their postgraduate studies in France. Candidates must be presented by the professors of 
the postgraduate cycle. Students with a grant sign a contract for one to three years that 
may be extended by 6 to 12 months. 

Case-by-case basis

Like French students, foreign students have access to the Fonds National d’Aide 
d’urgence (FNAU — National Emergency Grants Funds).

See also:

Centre national des œuvres universitaires et scolaires (CNOUS): 

http://www.en.cnous.fr/index.php?lg=en 

Ministère de l’Enseignement supérieur et de la Recherche: 

http://www.enseignementsup-recherche.gouv.fr/pid20112/enseignement-superieur.html
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You should request information about scholarships and visas from the French embassy 
in your country.

French Embassy in Kazakhstan 
Ul. Kosmanavtov, 62, 4th ß oor, Tchoubary micro district
010000 Astana
Tel. (7-7172) 79 51 00
Fax (7-7172) 79 51 01
E-mail: ambafrance@mail.ru 

Ul. Fourmanova, 173
480091 Almaty
Tel. (7-727) 258 23 27 
Fax (7-727) 258 25 18 or 258 25 09
E-mail: scac@nursat.kz
or consulat.almaty@diplomatie.gouv.fr 
http://www.ambafrance-kz.kz 

French Embassy in Kyrgyzstan 
Ul. Bokonbaeva, 113
720040 Bishkek 
Tel. (996-312) 66 00 53 or 66 03 64
Fax (996-312) 66 04 41
E-mail: france.kg@gmail.com 

French Embassy in Tajikistan
Ul. Rakhimi, 17
7340258 Dushanbe
Tel. (992-372) 21 78 55, 21 50 37 or 21 74 05
Fax (992-372) 51 00 82
E-mail: ambassade.douchanbe@diplomatie.gouv.fr 

French Embassy in Turkmenistan
Ul. 2029 (Esgerler), 35
744000 Ashgabat 
Tel. (993-12) 36 35 50 or 36 34 68
Fax (993-12) 36 36 40
E-mail: cad.achgabat-amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr 

Where can I Þ nd more 
information?
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French Embassy in Uzbekistan
Ul. Qo’qon yo’li, 25
100047 Tashkent
Tel. (998-71) 233 53 82 or 233 53 84
Fax (998-71) 233 62 10 
http://www.ambafrance-uz.org/

French Cultural Centre in Uzbekistan
Ul. ZulÞ ya Xonim, 112
100128 Tashkent
Tel. (998-71) 244 94 09  
Tel./Fax (998-71) 120 69 71

Scholarships of the French Institute of Central Asia Studies  (Institut Francais 
d’Etudes sur l’Asie Centrale — IFEAC)
Ul. Rakatboshi, 18A
700031 Tashkent, Uzbekistan
Tel. (998-71) 139 47 03 or 132 61 48/49
Fax (998-71) 120 66 56 
E-mail: administration@ifeac.org
http://www.ifeac.org

Education Information Centre to Study in France ‘CampusFrance’ (information 
about higher education in France and grants)
http://www.russie.campusfrance.org (in Russian)
http://www.campusfrance.org (in English, French and Spanish)

French language tests and diplomas (TCF, DALF, TEF, etc.)
http://www.ciep.fr (various languages available, including Russian)
http://www.fda.ccip.fr

Information on recognition of diplomas/FR ENIC-NARIC centre
http://www.ciep.fr/enic-naricfr (in English, French, German, Portuguese and Spanish)

CNOUS (Centre national des œuvres universitaires et scolaires)
http://www.cnous.fr

EGIDE (Centre français pour l’accueil et les échanges internationaux)
http://www.egide.asso.fr (in English and French)

Ministry of Education (Ministère de l’Education nationale) 
http://www.education.gouv.fr 
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Ministry of Higher Education and Research (Ministère de l’Enseignement supérieur 
et de la Recherche)
http://www.enseignementsup-recherche.gouv.fr

Agence Europe Education Formation France (Tempus and Erasmus Mundus 
programmes in France)
http://www.europe-education-formation.fr/
http://www.europe-education-formation.fr/docs/Erasmus-Mundus/Livret_
MUNDUS_9-12-08.pdf (list of selected Erasmus Mundus master courses)
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/index.htm (more information on Tempus and Erasmus 
Mundus grants and programmes)

OfÞ ce national d’information sur les enseignements et les professions (ONISEP) 
(national information ofÞ ce about education and occupations)
http://www.onisep.fr

Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs
http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/france_159/studying-in-france_2192/index.html
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BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT GERMANY

Germany is located in north-central Europe, on the Great North European Plain. It is 
bordered by Austria, Belgium, the Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands, Poland and Switzerland. The capital of the country is Berlin. About 19 % of 
the population (82.2 million in 2007) are foreigners or German citizens with a migration 
background. The biggest groups of foreigners are Turks, Italians and Poles. Germany 
is a Federal Republic. Its Federal Government, which is based in Berlin, consists of the 
Federal Chancellor and the Cabinet of Federal Ministers. The Federal President has 
mostly ceremonial duties. In addition, there are 16 state governments and thousands 
of local government communes. Each federal state has its own constitution and a state 
parliament.

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

Germany has a long tradition in education, science and research. There are 383 (BMBF, 
2008) higher education institutions located throughout Germany. Those interested in 
studying in Germany can choose between universities and university-status institutions, 
such as the universities of applied sciences (Fachhochschulen), or the colleges of 
art, music and Þ lm. All state higher education institutions are open to students of all 
nations.

UNIVERSITIES

German universities are not merely institutions which provide education and training, they are 
invariably also the places at which independent, pure and applied research is pursued. Uni-
versity departments offer the following study courses: medicine, science, engineering, arts and 
humanities, law, theology, economics and social sciences, and agriculture and forestry. 

TECHNICAL UNIVERSITIES

Originally, as the name implies, technical universities restricted their teaching to tech-
nical and engineering disciplines. However, over the years, they have developed into 
more comprehensive higher education institutions. Hence, students can now also take 
arts and humanities degree courses at technical universities. Nevertheless, the focus of 
their activities continues to be directed towards engineering and science.

 GERMANY
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UNIVERSITIES OF APPLIED SCIENCES (FACHHOCHSCHULE)

Students are increasingly taking courses at any of Germany’s universities of applied sci-
ences, particularly since the programmes are shorter and have a more practical focus than 
university courses with their greater research orientation. 

COLLEGES OF ART AND MUSIC

The education and training provided by colleges of art and music in Germany aim to 
prepare students for careers as professional artists or musicians, as well as teachers in 
artistic subjects. Courses at a college of music or art differ substantially from those at a 
university.

OTHER UNIVERSITY-STATUS INSTITUTIONS

Germany also has colleges of education at which teachers are trained for primary 
schools, lower secondary schools, special needs schools, and, in some cases, standard 
secondary schools and lower grammar school classes. In general, however, teacher 
training has been integrated into the university structure.

University level (Þ rst stage): Grundstudium

Stage I, or basic studies (Grundstudium), usually lasting four semesters (two academic 
years) at universities, culminates in an intermediate examination (Diplom-Vorprüfung, 
Zwischenprüfung. This examination qualiÞ es the student to continue to Stage II (Haupt-
studium). A degree is not awarded. Since 1998, a basic higher education degree, the 
Bachelor has been introduced in general universities and universities of applied sciences 
requiring a minimum of three years’ study (maximum four years). It normally leads to a 
career.
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University level (second stage): Hauptstudium

Stage II consists of more advanced studies (Hauptstudium) leading to a Þ nal degree 
examination. The Hauptstudium usually lasts for Þ ve more semesters and leads to a 
Diplom. The Magister is awarded by universities on the basis of a Magister examination. 
The course of study comprises either two equally important major subjects, or a 
combination of one major and two minor subjects. Masters’ degrees have been introduced 
at most universities recently, which will supersede the Diplom in a few years. Master 
studies at German universities last four semesters.

University level (third stage): Promotion (PhD)

Doctoral studies are only pursued in universities (Universitäten). The period of doctoral 
studies, known as the Promotion, consists of two to four years’ independent research 
and the submission of a thesis following the award of the Diplom/Erstes Staatsexamen/
Magister Artium. The title of Doktor is conferred following the submission of a written 
thesis and either an oral examination or defence of the thesis.

SCHOLARSHIPS

Scholarships are primarily managed by the German Academic Exchange Service/Deutscher 
Akademischer Austauschdienst (DAAD) and other public foundations. The list of scholarships 
below is not exhaustive, so we advise you to contact the nearest DAAD ofÞ ce (addresses 
on http://www.daad.de) for more details and any additional information about application 
procedure, requirements and deadlines. You can also visit the database of scholarships 
at:

http://www.daad.de/deutschland/foerderung/stipendiendatenbank/00462.en.html 

Unless otherwise indicated, the general deadline for the DAAD scholarship programmes 
is 30 October of each year.

ERP two-year scholarships for students of economics and business administration

These scholarships offer graduates of economics and business administration the 
opportunity to spend two years at a state-recognised university in Germany and to obtain 
a master’s degree. Students are required to complete a work placement or internship 
term during their stay.

Group visits to Germany by foreign students (study visits/study seminars and 
practicals)

This programme aims to provide subject-related knowledge by arranging visits, tours and 
information meetings, and organising subject-related seminars and practical courses at 
the invitation of a German university. At the same time, meetings with German students, 
academics and researchers aim to contribute to establishing and maintaining contacts 
between German and foreign universities.
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One-semester scholarships for university students of German language studies

These one-semester scholarships provide foreign students of German language stud-
ies, German as a foreign language, or translation studies with the opportunity to spend a 
semester studying at a state-recognised German higher education institution.

University summer course grants for advanced students

These university summer course grants are provided to support students who attend 
German language and area study courses offered at German higher education institutions.

Research grants for scientists of all disciplines

Short-term research grants for professors and research scientists no older than 65. 

Re-invitation programme for former scholarship holders

The re-invitation programme helps the DAAD maintain contacts with its former one-year 
scholarship holders and with former scholarship holders who studied in East Germany 
(GDR) for at least one year. Former scholarship holders meeting these requirements 
may apply for re-invitation to Germany to complete a research or work project at a state 
higher education institution or non-university research institute.

Research grants for doctoral candidates and young academics and scientists

Research grants provide young foreign academics and scientists with the opportunity to 
engage in a research project or an extended education and training course at a German 
higher education institution or non-university research institute. Research grants may be 
used to carry out:

research projects at a German higher education institution for the purpose of  acquiring • 
a doctorate in the home country;

research projects at a German university for the purpose of acquiring a doctorate • 
in Germany; for projects of these kinds, we would particularly refer to the structured 
doctoral study programmes, such as research training groups or doctoral research 
groups, international postgraduate programmes, graduate schools, Max Planck 
 research schools, etc. (for further information, please visit: http://www.daad.de/ipp);

research projects for extended education and training courses without acquiring a • 
formal degree/qualiÞ cation.

STUDY SCHOLARSHIPS FOR GRADUATES OF ALL DISCIPLINES

Study scholarships are awarded to provide foreign graduates of all disciplines with oppor-
tunities to complete a postgraduate or master’s degree course at a state (public) or state-
recognised German higher education institution and to gain a degree in Germany (master’s/
Diplom). Depending on the length of the chosen degree course or study project, the 
study scholarship will be awarded for between 10 and 24 months. Initially, scholarships 
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are awarded for one academic year and can be extended for students with good results 
to cover the full length of the chosen degree course. 

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR ARTISTS: STUDY SCHOLARSHIPS

These study scholarships aim to provide foreign applicants from the Þ elds of Þ ne art, 
design, Þ lm, music and architecture, as well as drama, direction, dance and choreog-
raphy with the opportunity to complete a course of extended studies, without acquiring 
a formal degree or qualiÞ cation, at a state institution of higher education in Germany. 
Study scholarships are generally awarded for one academic year.
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German Academic Exchange Service/Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst 
(DAAD)
http://www.daad.de 

Kazakhstan ofÞ ce
Deutsch-Kasachische Universität
ul. Puschkina, 111/113, Zi.18
480091 Almaty
Tel. (7-727) 293 90 35
Fax (7-727) 293 89 23
E-mail: daad@mailbox.kz
http://www.daad.kz/

Kyrgyzstan ofÞ ce
American University in Kyrgyzstan
ul. Abdumomunova, 205 N103
720040 Bishkek
Tel. (996-312) 66 11 16
Fax (996-312) 66 11 16
E-mail: daad@mail.auca.kg
http://www.daad.edu.kg

Tajikistan ofÞ ce
ul. Sovetskaya, 107 
734001 Duschanbe
Tel. (992-37) 224 63 01 
Fax (992-44) 600 67 87
E-mail: daad-ic-dushanbe@gmx.net
http://www.daad.tj

Uzbekistan ofÞ ce
Deutsches Haus 
ul. Abdullaeva, 2
100100 Tashkent
Tel. (998-71) 140 04 83 or 140 04 84
Fax (998-71) 140 04 95
E-mail: daad-usbekistan@web.de or info@daad.uz 
http://www.daad.uz  

Where can I Þ nd more 
information?
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Turkmenistan ofÞ ce
Via German Embassy
Hotel Ak Altyn
Magtymguli Ave.
744000 Ashgabat
Tel. (993-12) 36 35 15/17/18/19/20/21
Fax (993-12) 36 35 22

Other scholarship-awarding organisations
http://www.daad.de/deutschland/service/links/00470.en.html#headline_0_8 

Ministry of Foreign Affaires
http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de 

German Embassy in Tajikistan
Ul. Somoni, 59/1
734064 Dushanbe
Tel.  (992-372) 21 21 89, 21 21 98 or (43) 377 30 00
Visa department: (992-372) 21 21 81
http://www.duschanbe.diplo.de 

German Embassy in Uzbekistan
Pr-t Sharafa Rashidova, 15
700017 Tashkent 
Tel. (998-71) 120 84 40
Fax (998-71) 120 84 85, 120 66 93 or 120 84 50
E-mail: info@taschkent.diplo.de
http://www.taschkent.diplo.de

German Embassy in Kyrgyzstan 
Ul. Razzakova, 28
720040 Bishkek
Tel. (996-312) 90 50 00, 66 66 24 or 90 50 12 (  )
Fax (996-312) 66 66 30
http://www.bischkek.diplo.de
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German Embassy in Kazakhstan 
Ul. Kosmonavtov, 62, mkr. Chubary
010000 Astana
Tel. (7-7172) 79 12 00
Fax (7-7172) 79 12 13

Consulate General in Almaty
Ul. Furmanova, 173
050000 Almaty
Tel. (7-727) 250 61 55/56/57/60 or 250 70 43
Visa information: (7-727) 250 71 11
Fax (7-727) 250 62 76
http://www.astana.diplo.de 

German Embassy in Turkmenistan
Hotel Ak Altyn,
Magtymguli Ave.
744000 Ashgabat
Tel. (993-12) 36 35 15/17/18/19/20/21
Fax (993-12) 36 35 22
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 GREECE

BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT GREECE

Greece is situated on the southern tip of the Balkan peninsula in south-eastern Europe. 
Its territory also includes several hundred islands in the Ionian and Aegean Seas. Around 
20 % of the total land area comprises islands, the largest of which are Corfu, Crete, 
Euboea, Kefallonia, Khios, Lesbos, Limnos, Naxos, Rhodes and Samos. Mountains and 
hills dominate the landscape and account for nearly 80 % of the total land area. The 
capital of the country is Athens. Greece has a population of 10.7 million. The principal 
ethnic majority are Greeks who account for 96 % of the population. The ofÞ cial language 
is Greek with 98 % of the population speaking it, although English and French are also 
widely understood.

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

Greece has 18 university institutions (AEI) and 14 institutions of technological education 
(TEI). Like universities, technological educational institutions form part of the higher 
education system, but they do not belong to the university sector. There are also military 
academies. Diplomas awarded by certain private higher education institutions are not as 
yet recognised by the state due to the fact that the draft law, dealing with this particular 
issue, needs to be ratiÞ ed by parliament to become law.

University level (Þ rst stage): Proptychiakes Spoudes (undergraduate-level studies)
Undergraduate degree programmes at universities normally last four years (eight 
semesters) and lead to a Ptychio in the relevant Þ eld.

University level (second stage): Metaptychiakon  Spoudes (postgraduate studies)The 
Þ rst level of postgraduate studies lasts a minimum of four semesters and leads to a 
Metaptychiako Díploma Exidíkefsis (postgraduate diploma of specialisation). This study 
programme may be taken and completed in a university or research institute outside 
Greece. The degree, however, is awarded in Greece.

University level (third stage): Didaktorikes Metaptychiakes Spoudes (doctoral studies)

The doctoral degree (Didaktoriko) is conferred after public defence of a thesis. The 
research must be original and show advances in research and science. A doctoral thesis 
requires at least three years’ study from the time the student enrolled in the doctoral 
study course. 
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SCHOLARSHIPS

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR GREEK LANGUAGE STUDIES IN GREECE OFFERED TO NATIONALS 
FROM THE BALKANS, EASTERN EUROPE, ASIA AND AFRICA

The Ministry of National Education and Religious Affairs, Directorate of International 
Relations in Education, Section A of Scholarships, announces that up to 10 scholarships 
for people of foreign nationality (foreigners and not of Greek origin) from the Balkans, 
eastern Europe, Asia and Africa will be offered for Greek language studies in Greece, up 
to one year, beginning in the academic year 2008–09.

REQUIREMENTS FOR ELIGIBILITY 

Applicants must:

1. be nationals of one of the following countries: Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, China, Egypt, Ethiopia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 
Georgia, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Korea, Lebanon, Mongolia, 
Moldova, Montenegro, Pakistan, Palestine, Russia, Serbia, Sudan, Syria, Thailand, Tunisia, 
Turkey, Ukraine and Uzbekistan;

2. be students or graduates of Greek language and literature courses of universities 
abroad;

3. have an excellent knowledge of modern Greek;

4. not exceed 35 years of age;

5. have never been scholarship holders of the Ministry of National Education;

6. have foreign citizenship.
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DOCUMENTS TO BE SUBMITTED

Applicants having the above requirements should submit through the Greek diplomatic 
authorities in their country — or in a neighbouring country in case of absence of a Greek 
embassy or consulate in their country — the following documents:

1. an application form (available at the relevant Greek diplomatic authority) duly Þ lled out;

2. a curriculum vitae;

3. transcripts of previous university studies and certiÞ ed copies of their degrees;

4. an ofÞ cial certiÞ cate indicating an excellent knowledge of Greek;

5. a health certiÞ cate signed by a general physician conÞ rming the good health of the 
applicant;

6. two letters of recommendation, one of which must be from a university professor;

7. validated copy of passport;

8. a recent photograph.

All documents, if not originally in English or French, must be translated into Greek, English 
or French. 

Incomplete, inaccurate, inadequate or illegible application dossiers may lead to disqualiÞ cation 
from consideration. 

Applicants must submit only certiÞ ed copies of the originals because the submitted documents 
will not be returned.

TERMS OF THE SCHOLARSHIP

1. The scholars will attend Greek language classes either at the Faculty of Philosophy 
in the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens or at the Faculty of Philosophy 
in the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. The scholarship programme begins early 
October.

2. The scholars must notify one month in advance the exact date of their arrival in Greece 
and the number of their passport, plus the date of its issue, so that all the necessary 
arrangements concerning student visas can be made by the Ministry of Education before 
their arrival in Greece. A tourist visa cannot be changed into a student visa in Greece; 
that’s why candidates are advised not to come to Greece without having previously 
secured a student visa.

3. They will be deprived of their scholarship in any of the following cases:

(a) a false statement has been made on their application dossier;

(b) they do not comply with the terms and conditions of the scholarship;
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(c) they hold a scholarship from another source;

(d) they are subjected to disciplinary action by the university or have no prospect of 
academic achievement (e.g. failure to achieve a satisfactory level in the Greek 
language);

(e) they leave Greece — regardless of the reason — without having informed the Ministry 
of Education in writing prior to their departure.

Applicants who are or have been scholarship holders of the State Scholarships Foundation 
will be excluded from all future programmes of the Ministry of Education.

DURATION OF THE SCHOLARSHIP

The duration of the postgraduate scholarship is one year.

FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

All scholarships provide:

(a) EUR 650 for initial expenses;

(b) stay permit dues;

(c) tuition fees for the School of Modern Greek Language;

(d) free medical care in public hospitals in case of emergency.

The scholarships for postgraduate studies include a monthly allowance of EUR 550 for 
living expenses.

No support is provided for transportation, conferences, seminars, symposia or research 
activities.

No additional assistance is provided for the spouse or other dependants of the scholarship 
holder.

The scholarship holders are not permitted to undertake paid employment of any kind, as 
they are expected to devote themselves fully to their studies.

The scholarship will be withheld for periods spent outside Greece.

OBLIGATIONS OF THE SCHOLARS

On their arrival in Greece, students are obliged to present themselves to the Ministry of 
Education, receive their Þ le and settle all formalities concerning their medical insurance 
and Þ nancial provisions from the ministry.

The ministry is not authorised to provide boarding facilities (lodging facilities/meals on 
university campus, etc.).
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Scholars have to submit to the Ministry of Education a progress report at the end of 
their studies or a validated copy of the academic title they have obtained issued by the 
university 

Scholarship holders must sign a declaration that they commit themselves to return to 
their native countries. The Greek diplomatic authorities are responsible for ensuring that 
the scholarship holders do, in fact, return and stay in their native countries.

Additional information at: 

http://www.ypepth.gr/en_ec_category1126.htm 

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR POSTGRADUATE STUDIES IN GREECE OFFERED TO 
NATIONALS FROM THE BALKANS, EASTERN EUROPE, ASIA AND AFRICA

The Ministry of National Education and Religious Affairs, Directorate of International 
Relations in Education, Section A of Scholarships, announces that up to 10 scholarships 
for people of foreign nationality (foreigners and not of Greek origin) from the Balkans, 
eastern Europe, Asia and Africa will be offered for postgraduate studies in Greece, MA/
MSc, up to three years, (i.e. one year for the acquisition of the Greek language and two 
years MA/MSc, beginning in the academic year 2008–09).

REQUIREMENTS FOR ELIGIBILITY

Applicants must:

be nationals of one of the following countries: Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, China, Egypt, Ethiopia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 
Georgia, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Korea, Lebanon, Mongolia, 
Moldova, Montenegro, Pakistan, Palestine, Russia, Serbia, Sudan, Syria, Thailand, 
Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine and Uzbekistan;

1. hold a graduate degree from a foreign university;

2. have an excellent knowledge of Greek or English or French; knowledge of Greek will 
be taken into consideration;

3. not exceed 35 years of age;

4. have never been scholarship holders of the Ministry of National Education.

5. have foreign citizenship.
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DOCUMENTS TO BE SUBMITTED

Applicants having the above requirements should submit through the Greek diplomatic 
authorities in their country — or in a neighbouring country in case of absence of a Greek 
embassy or consulate in their country — the following documents:

1. an application form (available at the relevant Greek diplomatic authority) duly Þ lled out;

2. a curriculum vitae;

3. transcripts of previous university studies and certiÞ ed copies of their degrees;

4. an ofÞ cial certiÞ cate indicating an excellent knowledge of Greek or English or 
French;

5. a health certiÞ cate signed by a general physician conÞ rming the good health of the 
applicant;

6. two letters of recommendation, one of which must be from a university professor;

7. validated copy of passport;

8. a recent photograph;

9. letter of admission to the Greek university issued by the relevant faculty or faculty 
professor of the university. 

All documents, if not originally in English or French, must be translated into Greek, 
English or French. Incomplete, inaccurate, inadequate or illegible application dossiers 
may lead to disqualiÞ cation from consideration. Applicants must submit only certiÞ ed 
copies of the originals because the submitted documents will not be returned.

TERMS OF THE SCHOLARSHIP

1. Students accepted for postgraduate studies, whose knowledge of the Greek language is 
insufÞ cient, could attend Greek language classes, only if the Committee of the University 
considers Greek language indispensable for their enrolment in the postgraduate 
programme. The scholarship programme begins after the candidate’s arrival in Greece, 
at a school of modern Greek language, either at the Didaskaleioof the University of 
Athens or the School of Modern Greek Language of the University of Thessaloniki (the 
courses for modern Greek language usually commence on 1 October). The candidate 
must at least be conditionally admitted by a Greek university as proven by a formal 
letter issued by the relevant faculty or faculty professor of that university. In this case 
the duration of the scholarship can be extended up to three years (one for the Greek 
language and two for the postgraduate studies).

2. The candidates must notify one month in advance the exact date of their arrival in 
Greece and the number of their passport, plus the date of its issue, so that all the 
necessary arrangements concerning student visas can be made by the Ministry of 
Education before their arrival in Greece. A tourist visa cannot be changed into a 
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student visa in Greece; that’s why candidates are advised not to come to Greece 
without having previously secured a student visa.

3. The scholars will be deprived of their scholarship in any of the cases below.

(a) a false statement has been made on their application dossier;

(b) they do not comply with the terms and conditions of the scholarship;

(c) they hold a scholarship from another source;

(d) they are subjected to disciplinary action by the university or have no prospect of 
academic achievement (e.g. failure to achieve a satisfactory level in the Greek 
language or in their major Þ eld of study);

(e) they leave Greece — regardless of the reason — without having informed the Ministry 
of Education in writing prior to their departure.

4. Applicants who are or have been scholarship holders of the State Scholarships Foundation 
will be excluded from all future programmes of the Ministry of Education.

DURATION OF THE SCHOLARSHIP

The duration of the postgraduate scholarship is for two years, unless a third year is considered 
necessary by the university, for the study of the Greek language. 

A scholarship renewal is decided by the Ministry of Education, according to the scholars’ 
research/studies. It all depends on students’ satisfactory progress, in order for them to 
obtain their relevant degrees. In any case, the Ministry of Education examines and decides 
upon the total duration of each student’s scholarship.

Financial provisionsAll scholarships provide:

(a) EUR 650 for initial expenses;

(b) stay permit dues;

(c) tuition fees for the School of Modern Greek Language;

(d) free medical care in public hospitals in case of emergency.

The scholarships for postgraduate studies include a monthly allowance of EUR 550 for 
living expenses.

No support is provided for transportation, conferences, seminars, symposia or research 
activities.

No additional assistance is provided for the spouse or other dependants of the scholarship 
holder.
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The scholarship holders are not permitted to undertake paid employment of any kind, as 
they are expected to devote themselves fully to their studies.

The scholarship will be withheld for periods spent outside Greece.

OBLIGATIONS OF THE SCHOLARS

On their arrival in Greece, students are obliged to present themselves to the Ministry of 
Education, receive their Þ le and settle all formalities concerning their medical insurance 
and Þ nancial provisions from the ministry. 

The ministry is not authorised to provide boarding facilities (lodging facilities/meals on 
university campus, etc.).

Scholars have to submit to the Ministry of Education the following:

1. in case of attending a language course, a certiÞ cate that they have successfully 
completed the necessary examination in modern Greek (before the end of the Þ rst 
year);

2. a progress report on their studies signed by their supervisor (at the end of every semester);

3. an annual examination result notice for postgraduate students issued by the relevant 
department of the university;

4. at the end of their programme of studies, a validated copy of the academic title they 
have obtained.

The above mentioned documents (listed under 1, 2 and 3) along with the relevant 
application form submitted by the scholar are absolutely necessary for the renewal of 
the scholarship at the end of each academic year of studies. Otherwise, the Ministry of 
Education has the right to discontinue the scholarship.

Scholarship holders must sign a declaration that they commit themselves to return to 
their native countries. The Greek diplomatic authorities are responsible for ensuring that 
the scholarship holders do, in fact, return and stay in their native countries.

Additional information at: 

http://www.ypepth.gr/en_ec_category 1126.htm 
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SCHOLARSHIPS VIA THE PROMITHEAS NETWORK, THE ENERGY AND CLIMATE 
POLICY NETWORK 

The Energy Policy and Development Centre of the National and Kapodistrian University 
of Athens (KEPA), in cooperation with the World Bank Robert S. McNamara (RMS) 
fellowships programme, provides support to young researchers working in academic 
and research institutions, from eligible countries preparing a doctoral thesis.

KEPA invites — in the framework of this open call — PhD candidates to take advantage of 
this fellowship for promoting research cooperation between their institutions and KEPA. 
KEPA offers a properly equipped workplace in a high-standard working environment 
(http://www.kepa.uoa.gr).

KEPA is interested in promoting scientiÞ c cooperation in two research areas: energy 
policy (energy markets, energy corridors, models for oil transfers through sea corridors, 
energy policy planning) and climate policy (instruments and interactions).

Countries participating in the network are: Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, 
Greece, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Romania, Russia, Serbia, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Turkey, Ukraine and Uzbekistan.

Persons interested in these research areas are kindly asked to read initially the information 
on the RMS fellowship at the link: 

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/WBI/EXTWBISFP/0,,menuPK:551559~
pagePK:64168427~piPK:64168435~theSitePK:551553,00.html

For KEPA and the Promitheas network, please visit: http://www.kepa.uoa.gr or http://
www.kepa.uoa.gr/PROMITHEAS2_main.html

Persons that are interested in this fellowship and fulÞ l the preconditions of the RMS 
fellowships programme and are willing to do their PhD research in Greece for 5 to 10 
months, are kindly asked to contact KEPA (PROMITHEAS@kepa.uoa.gr), by sending a 
detailed CV and a short description (half page) of the research area in which they are 
interested. Both documents should be in English or Greek. For further information, please 
contact:

Popi Konidari  
PhD of the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens

Fellow Researcher of the Energy Policy and Development Centre (KEPA)
Tel. (30-210) 72 75 830
Fax (30-210) 72 75 828
E-mail: pkonidar@kepa.uoa.gr
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National and Kapodistrian University of Athens

Energy Policy and Development Centre
Panepistipiopolis, KEPA Building
GR-157 84 Athens 
Fax (30-210) 72 75 828
E-mail: PROMITHEAS@kepa.uoa.gr
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Where can I Þ nd more 
information?

National Scholarship Foundation (IKY)
http://www.iky.gr

Ministry of National Education and Religious Affairs
http://www.ypepth.gr/en_ec_home.htm
The website includes a special section entitled ‘Scholarships’ containing extensive 
information on the scholarship award scheme for foreigners. 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
http://www.mfa.gr 

Alexander S. Onassis Public BeneÞ t Foundation 
http://www.onassis.gr/index.php 

Visa information for students from Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan:

Greek Embassy in Kazakhstan
Ul. Kyz Zhibek, 1/2, microdistrict Kok-Tobe
050020 Almaty 
Tel. (7-727) 250 39 61/2
Fax (7-727) 250 39 38
E-mail: hellenic.embassy@ducatmail.kz or gremb.alm@mfa.gr 

Visa information for students from Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan:

Italian Embassy in Uzbekistan and Tajikistan
Ul. Yusuf Xos Xodjob, 40
700031 Tashkent
Uzbekistan
Tel. (998-71) 252 11 19/20/21/23
Fax (998-71) 120 66 06
E-mail: visti.tashkent@esteri.it, ambital@uzb.sarkor.com or segreteria.tashkent@esteri.it
http://www.ambtashkent.esteri.it 
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BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT HUNGARY

Hungary is a landlocked country in central Europe, hemmed in by the Carpathians, the 
Alps and the Dinaric Mountains, yet plains account for three quarters of its territory. It 
has a population of around 10 million. The core ethnic group consists of Hungarians (or 
Magyars), who make up 97 % of the country’s population. Hungarian is the country’s 
ofÞ cial language, although English and German are taught in schools as secondary 
languages.

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

Hungarian higher education has a long history. The Þ rst Hungarian university was found-
ed in Pécs in south Hungary over 600 years ago, in 1367. Hungarian higher education 
institutions are autonomous, state or non-state (private and religious) institutions recognised 
by the state.

Hungarian higher education has a dual system consisting of universities and colleges. 
Some colleges are associated with universities and are known as ‘college faculties’ of 
those universities. A university may offer college-level courses too. Courses at college 
level (corresponding to BSc level) last a minimum of three and a maximum of four years; 
at university level (corresponding to MSc level) courses are a minimum of four and a 
maximum of Þ ve years (with the exception of medical universities, where courses last 
for six years).

Hungary has been participating in the Bologna process since 1999, the most important 
goal of which is the creation of a European higher education area. As a part of this pro-
cess, the two-cycle system according to the Bologna model (bachelor’s and masters’ 
courses) started from 1 September 2006 in all Þ elds of study.

At present, Hungary’s higher education system comprises 18 state-Þ nanced univer  -
sities, one public university, 12 state-Þ nanced colleges, 26 religious education institutions 
and nine colleges operated by public foundations.

 HUNGARY
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SCHOLARSHIPS

The Hungarian Scholarship Board (http://www.scholarship.hu) is in charge of awarding 
scholarships.

In 2005, the Hungarian Education Minister instituted a ‘scholarship pool’ to help promote 
student mobility at higher education institutions and give foreign nationals an opportunity 
to broaden their learning experience at Hungarian higher education institutions.
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Where can I Þ nd more 
information?

For more information about Hungarian higher education, please visit the following 
websites: 
Central OfÞ ce for Study in Hungary
http://www.studytransfer.eu 

Hungarian Equivalence and Information Centre
http://www.ekvivalencia.hu

Hungarian Scholarship Board 
http://www.scholarship.hu/english/index.html

Ministry of Education
http://www.okm.gov.hu 

A user’s guide to Hungary 
http://www.studyinhungary.hu/

Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
http://www.mfa.gov.hu 

Hungary online 
http://www.hungary.hu

Visa information:

Embassy of Hungary in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan
Ul. Muszabajeva 4
PO Box 166
050000 Almaty
Kazakhstan
Tel. (7-727) 255 13 08, 255 12 06 or 258 18 36
Fax (7-727) 258 18 37
E-mail: mission.ala@kum.hu
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Honorary Consulate in Kyrgyzstan
Ul. Bajtik-Baatyra 3/2, OfÞ ce 5
720035 Bishkek
Tel. (996-312) 51 21 40 
Fax (996-312) 51 21 32
E-mail: genrih2003@inbox.ru 

Students from Turkmenistan can obtain visa information from the embassies above.
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 IRELAND

BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT IRELAND

Ireland (Éire in the Irish language) is situated in the extreme north-west of Europe 
between the Atlantic Ocean and the Irish Sea. The island of Ireland has a large 
central lowland with a relief of hills and several coastal mountains and consists of 
32 counties); six of which to the north-east make up Northern Ireland, part of the 
United Kingdom. The capital of Ireland is Dublin, and St Patrick’s Day, 17 March, is 
the national holiday. Ireland has a population of approximately 4.1 million and two of-
Þ cial languages, Irish and English. The language of instruction in schools is English. 
Ireland is a two-house parliamentary democracy with an elected president as head 
of state.

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

The Irish education system was traditionally divided into three basic levels: primary 
(eight years), secondary (Þ ve or six years) and third level, which offers a wide range of 
opportunities from post-secondary courses to vocational and technical training, as well 
as full degrees and the highest postgraduate levels.

The third-level education system in Ireland is broad in scope and encompasses the 
university sector, the technology sector, education colleges and private, independent 
colleges. The institutions falling within the Þ rst three groupings are autonomous and self-
governing, but substantially state funded.

Admission to third-level education for Irish students is competitive and based upon 
performance in the Þ nal secondary school examination, the Leaving CertiÞ cate. Admission 
requirements for overseas students are determined individually by each institution and 
are generally based on performance in national examinations and English language 
aptitude.

The following academic awards can be acquired at Irish third-level institutions:

higher certiÞ cate:•  two-year, full-time course; 

ordinary bachelor’s degree:•  three-year, full-time course;

honours bachelor’s degree:•  normally a three- or four-year course; 

graduate diploma:•  designed for graduates seeking vocational reorientation — 
usually a one-year course;
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master’s degree:•  either by research or through a programme of teaching; normally 
one or two years’ duration;

doctorate (PhD):•  usually a minimum of three years of original research.

The academic year typically runs from September to June and is divided into either two 
or three semesters with holidays in December (Christmas) and April (Easter).

Most universities run according to a semester system and modularisation has been 
introduced at most colleges to allow greater ß exibility for students. Teaching at 
undergraduate level generally involves a programme of lectures supplemented by 
tutorials, practical demonstrations and laboratory work (where relevant).

SCHOLARSHIPS

The scholarships for international students are available from the universities and col-
leges themselves. Students are advised to contact the international ofÞ ce of the institution 
of their choice directly to obtain further information.

Trinity College Dublin
Tel. (353-1) 608 31 50
E-mail: ISA.OfÞ ce@tcd.ie
http://www.tcd.ie

National University of Ireland
http://www.nui.ie

University College Dublin
Tel. (353-1) 716 14 25 
E-mail: admissions@ucd.ie
http://www.ucd.ie



104

Your scholarship in Europe

University College Cork
http://www.ucc.ie
Tel. (353-21) 490 25 43
E-mail: isofÞ ce@ucc.ie 

National University of Ireland, Galway
http://www.ucg.ie
Tel. (353-91) 49 51 77 
E-mail: international@nuigalway.ie

National University of Ireland, Maynooth
http://www.nuim.ie
Tel. (353-1) 708 34 20 
E-mail: International.OfÞ ce@nuim.ie

Dublin City University
http://www.dcu.ie
Tel. (353-1) 700 59 53 
E-mail: international.ofÞ ce@dcu.ie

University of Limerick
http://www.ul.ie
Tel. (353-61) 20 24 14 
E-mail: int.ed@ul.ie
Information in Russian: http://www.ul.ie/internationaleducation/russian.php

Dublin Institute of Technology
http://www.dit.ie
E-mail: international@dit.ie

Research Council for the Humanities and Social Sciences (offers post-doctoral 
fellowships) 
http:www.irchss.ie

Full details of higher education in Ireland are available at: 
http:www.educationireland.ie
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Where can I Þ nd more 
information?

Government of Ireland 
http://www.irlgov.ie

Department of Foreign Affairs 
http://www.foreignaffairs.gov.ie

International Education Board ‘Education Ireland’ 
http://www.educationireland.ie

Department of Education and Science 
http://www.education.ie

Central Applications OfÞ ce (CAO) (processes applications for undergraduate 
courses) 
http://www.cao.ie

Higher Education Authority 
http://www.hea.ie

Advisory Council for English Language Schools (ACELS) (gives a full list of 
recognised language schools) 
http://www.acels.ie 

MEI~RELSA (an association of 56 English language schools) 
http://www.mei.ie

Irish Council for International Students 
http://www.icosirl.ie

Science Foundation Ireland (SFI) 
http://www.sÞ .ie

FÁS — Training and Employment Authority 
http://www.fas.ie

Tourism Ireland 
http://www.tourismireland.com
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Fáilte Ireland — the National Tourism Development Authority 
http://www.failteireland.ie

Visa information:

Irish Embassy in Moscow
Grokholski per., 5
129010 Moscow
Russia
Tel. (7-495) 937 59 11 
Fax (7-495) 975 20 66
E-mail: Ireland@co.ru

Visa ofÞ ce: 

Tel. (7-495) 937 59 00
Fax (7-495) 937 59 02
E-mail: irishvisamoscow@dfanet.ie 
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 ITALY

BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT ITALY

Italy is situated in southern Europe, in the centre of the Mediterranean. Due to its geo-
graphical location, it has been a bridge between different cultures and civilisations for 
centuries. The territory of the country includes the mainland and the islands of Sicily and 
Sardinia, as well as some other smaller islands.

Most of the cultural sites included in the ‘Unesco list of world cultural and natural heritage 
sites’ and one of the most ancient universities in the world (in Bologna) can be found in 
Italy.

Italy has a population of 58 million. The ofÞ cial language is Italian, which is spoken by 94 % 
of the population as the mother tongue. There are several ethnic and linguistic minor-
ities, such as the German-speaking population (0.5 %), Albanians (0.17 %), Slovenes 
(0.12 %), and a small number of Greeks (0.03 %) and French speakers (0.03 %).

Rome, the capital of the country, is also the location of Vatican City State. In 1957, an 
agreement was signed in Rome that marked the birth of the European Union. 

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

Italian higher education is structured as a binary system consisting of two main sectors:

the university sector;• 

the non-university sector.• 

The university sector

At present, the university sector is made up of 89 university institutions, which are classiÞ ed 
as follows:

58 state universities;• 

17 non-state universities (legally recognised by the state);• 

3 universities for foreigners;• 

6 higher schools specialised in postgraduate university studies;• 

11 telematic universities.• 
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Further information about the university sector is available at:

http://www.study-in-italy.it/study/university-sector.html

The non-university sector

The non-university sector includes four different types of educational institution:

higher schools of design: polytechnics for the arts, academies of Þ ne arts, higher institutes 
of applied arts, music conservatories and recognised music institutes;

higher institutes of music and choreographic studies, national academies;higher schools 
of language studies;

higher integrated education (FIS): programmes of higher technical education and training 
(IFTS).

There are also a few speciÞ c Þ elds (e.g. archiving, diplomacy, restoration, military studies, 
etc.) which, along with their respective institutions, fall under the supervision of ministries 
other than that of the Ministry of Education.

Further information about the non-university sector is available at:
http://www.study-in-italy.it/study/non-university-sector.html

University level (Þ rst stage): Þ rst cycle

In the last decade, new teaching regulations were implemented. Under the new 
system, undergraduate studies consist of Corsi di Laurea (CL, Þ rst degree courses), 
aimed at equipping students with an adequate command of general scientiÞ c methods 
and content, as well as speciÞ c professional skills. First degree courses last three 
years.
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University level (second stage): second cycle

Under the new system, graduate studies include Corsi di Laurea Magistrale (CLM), 
Corsi di Specializziazione di 1° livello (CS1) and Corsi di Master Universitario di 1° livello 
(CMU1). The duration of the courses varies from two to three years.

University level (third stage): third cycle

In the new system, postgraduate studies include Corsi di Dottorato di Ricerca (CDR, 
research doctorate programmes), Corsi di Specializzazione di 2° livello (CS2, second-
level specialisation courses) and Corsi di Master Universitario di 2° livello (CMU2, 
second-level university master’s degree courses).

For further information, please visit: http://www.study-in-italy.it 

SCHOLARSHIPS

All international students are entitled to the same student assistance services as Italian 
students, based on the same requisites of Þ nancial means and/or merit. This applies 
to scholarships, student loans, housing assistance, refectory meal tickets and fee 
waivers. 

These services are managed by the DSU ofÞ ces (Diritto allo studio universitario). 
Alongside scholarship and Þ nancial aid information, DSU ofÞ ces will also provide other 
services such as counselling and information on extra-curricular activities, sport, transport 
and other practical matters.

You should contact the ofÞ ce at the university where you plan to study to Þ nd out what 
services are available.

Promotion of Italian language and culture in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan 

The Italian Embassy in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan promotes Italian language and culture, 
which is invaluably supported at the level of both universities and private teaching facilities by 
some of our compatriots who serve as faculty as well as local teachers and are often helped 
by their best students.

By virtue of the work done by them, the Italian language is taught in many major cities of 
Kazakhstan (Astana, Almaty, Aksai, Atyrau and Karaganda) and Kyrgyzstan (Bishkek). 
According to some preliminary estimates, about 700 students are learning Italian. 

The main initiatives of the embassy aiming at supporting this educational activity 
comprise annual scholarship awards for studying in Italy that are issued by the Italian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) for students from Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. 
Awarding scholarships, which began in the 1998–99 academic year, continues today; in 
the 2005–06 academic year, scholarships were made available to 15 Kazakh and three 
Kyrgyz students.
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To facilitate the expansion of Italian language and culture in Kazakhstan, the embassy 
asked the Italian MFA to send didactical material to two educational institutions where 
Italian had been taught for several years:

the Eurasian National University named after L. N. Gumilev in Astana;• 

the Kazakh University of International Relations and World Languages named after • 
Abylai Khan in Almaty.

As a result, both universities received signiÞ cant batches of didactical teaching aids of 
a high standard, including reference books and Italian language dictionaries as well as 
literature, both in hard copy and in electronic format (CD-ROMs).

Since the 2004–05 academic year, to acknowledge the work done in the area of the 
Italian language, the Kazakh University of International Relations and World Languages 
has been receiving an annual monetary award of EUR 8 000, which is allocated by the 
Italian MFA, at the request of the embassy, and with Þ nancial support from the Italian 
Language Chair established at the university in the 2001–02 academic year.

In January 2006, the Italian MFA sent an Italian language teacher to the Eurasian National 
University in order to emphasise, among other things, the signiÞ cance of the presence of 
Italians in the new Kazakh capital, to where the Italian Embassy moved in April 2005.

Agreements between universities

In addition to the memorandum of September 2001 between the Interfaculty Steering 
Committee for Archaeology at Bologna University and the Archaeology Institute in the 
name of Margulan, the following agreements between Kazakh and Italian universities 
are in existence:

agreement on the exchange of professional linguists between the University for For-• 
eigners of Siena and the Eurasian National University named after L. N. Gumilev in 
Astana (2001);

memorandum between the University of Bologna and the Al-Farabi Kazakh National • 
University in Almaty in the area of archaeological studies (2001);

cooperation and cultural exchange agreement between the University of Genoa and • 
the Kazakh University of International Relations and World Languages named after 
Abylai Khan in Almaty (2005).

Scholarships of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs

The Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs offers students and citizens from Kazakhstan and 
Kyrgyzstan dozens of stipends, each of which amounts, approximately, to EUR 615.

Application forms are to be Þ lled out completely in upper case. The form is available from 
the website of the Italian Embassy (http://www.ambastana.esteri.it) or may be obtained 
at the Italian Embassy or consular authorities.



112

Your scholarship in Europe

Candidates are tested in the cities of Astana, Karaganda, Almaty, Aksai and Bishkek. 
Information on the date and place of tests is posted on the embassy’s site.

Candidates residing in Kyrgyzstan should approach the Consulate General of Italy in 
Bishkek.

Applicants who received grants issued by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs during 
the last three years are not eligible. While considering the candidates, those who are not 
related through work with Italian companies will be prioritised.

Applicants should not be older than 35 year of age (this limitation is not applicable to 
Italian language teachers). 

Additional information may be requested from: lettore.astana@esteri.it 

Scholarships for citizens of Uzbekistan and Tajikistan

Italy offers 36 scholarships to Uzbek students and 12 scholarships to Tajik students for 
education at the University for Foreigners of Perugia and the University for Foreigners 
of Siena. 

For further details, please contact the Italian Embassy in Tashkent (http://www.amb-
tashkent.esteri.it).
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Where can I Þ nd more 
information?

The website http://www.study-in-italy.it provides useful information for prospective students, 
including admissions details, forms and the possibility of searching for courses.

Ministry of Universities and Research (Ministero dell’ Università e della Ricerca)
http://www.miur.it

Ministry of Education (Ministero dell’Istruzione)
http://www.istruzione.it

Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Ministero degli Affari Esteri)
http://www.esteri.it

Visa information:

Italian Embassy in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan
Ul. Kosmonavtov, 62
010000 Astana
Tel. (7-7172) 91 03 07, 291 03 14 or 291 03 15
Fax (7-7172) 91 03 12

Almaty
Tel. (7-3272) 63 98 14, 63 98 04 or 63 96 36
http://www.ambastana.esteri.it

Italian Embassy in Uzbekistan and Tajikistan
Ul. Yusuf Xos Xodjib, 40 
700031 Tashkent
Tel. (998-71) 252 11 19/20/21/23
Fax (998-71) 120 66 06
E-mail: visti.tashkent@esteri.it, ambital@uzb.sarkor.com or segreteria.tashkent@esteri.it
http://www.ambtashkent.esteri.it 

Visa information for students from Turkmenistan:

Italian Embassy in Moscow
Denezhny per., 5
119002 Moscow
Russia
Tel. (7-495) 796 96 91
E-mail: embitaly.mosca@esteri.it
http://www.ambmosca.esteri.it 
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Visa information can be obtained from:

French Embassy in Turkmenistan
Ul. 2029 (Esgerler), 35
744000 Ashgabat 
Tel. (993-12) 36 35 50 or 36 34 68
Fax (993-12) 36 36 40
E-mail: cad.achgabat-amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr 
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 LATVIA

BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT LATVIA

Latvia is the central country of the Baltic States (Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania). On the 
world map Latvia is to be found in north-eastern Europe, on the east coast of the Baltic 
Sea. Latvia is bordered by Belarus, Estonia, Lithuania and Russia. It is situated on a 
trade crossroads and has long since served as a bridge between western Europe and 
Russia. The capital of the country is Riga. The population in 2009 was 2 261 300. The 
ofÞ cial language is Latvian. The most widely used foreign languages in the country are 
English, Russian and German.

Latvians are the indigenous people of Latvia. Ethnic composition (2008): 59.2 % Latvian, 
28 % Russian, 3.7 % Belarusian, 2.5 % Ukrainian, 2.4 % Polish, 1.3 % Lithuanian, 0.5 % 
Jewish, 0.1 % Estonian, 2.3 % other nationalities or minorities. The ethnic mix of the 
Latvian population is largely the result of massive post-war immigration, which resulted 
in a decline in the percentage of ethnic Latvians from 77 % in 1935 to 52 % in 1989.

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

There are six state universities and a number of other higher education institutions in 
Latvia. All the universities and 32 other institutions (including 17 colleges) are state run. 
In addition, there are 24 private institutions (including 8 colleges), all of which are state-
 recognised. All the recognised institutions enjoy autonomy. Higher education institutions 
confer academic degrees and professional higher educational qualiÞ cations.

University level (Þ rst stage): undergraduate

The Þ rst cycle leads to a Bakalaurs (bachelor’s degree), which in most cases includes 
the preparation of a thesis. The programme lasts from three to four years. Holders are 
eligible for further study towards a Magistrs degree or higher professional education 
qualiÞ cations.

University level (second stage): postgraduate

The second cycle leads to a Magistrs (master’s degree), a Þ nal higher education 
qualiÞ cation awarded one to two years after the Bakalaurs. This degree also requires 
the presentation of a thesis. The total duration of the course of study (both bachelor’s 
and master’s) is no less than Þ ve years.

University level (third stage): Doktors (Doctorate)

Doctoral studies are available at both higher education institutions and research institutes. 
A doctorate degree is awarded three to four years after completion of the Magistrs and 
following the public defence of a thesis.
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The Latvian higher education system is open to international students. The Higher 
Education Quality Evaluation Centre (HEQEC) website (http://www.aiknc.lv/lv/list.php)
provides a list of higher education institutions and colleges (information is available 
in English). More information on the education system of Latvia, on education-related 
regulatory acts, higher education institutions, and recognition of foreign diplomas in 
Latvia can be found on the website of the Latvian Academic Information Centre (http://
www.aic.lv).
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Where can I Þ nd more 
information?

Ministry of Education and Science (Izgl t bas un Zin tnes Ministrija)
http://www.izm.gov.lv

Latvian Academic Information Centre
http://www.aic.lv 
This website includes the home pages of the Higher Education Council (Augst k s 
izgl t bas padome) and the Latvian Rectors Councils (Latvijas rektoru padome).

Academic Programme Agency
http://www.apa.lv 

Higher Education Quality Evaluation Centre (HEQEC)
http://www.aiknc.lv/en/list.php 

Visa information:

Embassy of Latvia in Kazakhstan 
Av. Kabanbai Batira, 6/1, OfÞ ce No 123
‘Kaskad’ Business Centre
010000 Astana
Tel. (7-7172) 92 53 17
Fax (7-7172) 92 53 19

Visa information for students from Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan:

Embassy of Latvia in Uzbekistan
Ul. Lashkarbegi, 16A 
100000 Tashkent
Tel. (998-71) 237 08 51
Fax (998-71) 120 70 36
E-mail: amblatv@bcc.com.uz
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 LITHUANIA

BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT LITHUANIA

Lithuania is the largest of the three Baltic States. It is bordered by the Baltic Sea, Latvia, 
Poland and the Kaliningrad Oblast of Russia and Belarus. The capital of the country is 
Vilnius. Lithuania has a population of 3.5 million, 87 % of whom are ethnic Lithuanians, 
6.31 % ethnic Russians and 6.74 % ethnic Poles. The ofÞ cial language is Lithuanian.

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

In Lithuania, higher education institutions provide study programmes of varying duration 
and levels. The institutions are of two types: universities and colleges; non-university high-
er education institutions. Universities offer bachelors’, masters’ and doctoral programmes, 
high-level professional creative artistic activities, postgraduate art studies and research 
opportunities. A college is a higher education institution where non-university studies pre-
vail, applied research is carried out and (or) professional arts developed. Non-university 
consecutive studies are professional studies intended for training for a professional career. 
Since 2007, a professional bachelor’s degree has been introduced.

University level (Þ rst cycle): undergraduate studies (Pagrindin s studijos)

Undergraduate studies leading to a bachelor’s degree (Bakalauras) or a professional 
qualiÞ cation normally last four years.

University level (second cycle): specialised or masters’ studies (Magistras), integrated 
studies

Upon completion of an undergraduate study programme, graduates may pursue 
specialised professional studies or studies leading to a master’s degree lasting one-and-
a-half to two years. Specialised professional study programmes lasting one to two years 
lead to professional qualiÞ cations. There are also integrated studies (i.e. combined Þ rst 
and second cycles): the duration of studies is no more than six academic years and no 
less than Þ ve academic years.

University level (third cycle): Rezidentura (residency), Meno aspirantura (postgraduate 
art studies), Doktorant ra (doctoral studies)

Doctoral studies last four years and can be pursued after completing the second cycle, 
integrated studies, or acquiring equivalent qualiÞ cations. Upon completion of the doctoral 
course, a doctoral thesis must be prepared and publicly defended by the candidate in 
order to qualify for a doctorate. Doctoral studies must be jointly organised by higher 
educational and research institutions.
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Any international student willing to receive higher education in Lithuania should take a 
language test and show sufÞ cient knowledge of colloquial and written Lithuanian. The 
language test is developed by Vilnius University (http://www.ß f.vu.lt/). Nonetheless, some 
programmes are also run in English, German, French and Russian.

For more details, please visit: http://www.aikos.smm.lt

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Applicants with a 12-year high school education are eligible for university enrolment. 
International students must have a certiÞ cate of their education that, in turn, should be 
acknowledged by Lithuania. The Lithuanian Centre for Quality Assessment in Higher 
Education carries out special procedures to evaluate certiÞ cates (attestates) and 
professional credentials (http://www.skvc.lt).

Enrolment in a Lithuanian university is on a competitive basis, according to the grades 
indicated on the applicant’s secondary education certiÞ cate and those of admission tests 
in four (or fewer) subjects. The applicant’s performance in a foreign country is evaluated 
according to the Lithuanian national scoring scale. The criteria for transferability are 
developed by the Lithuanian Centre for Quality Assessment in Higher Education. For 
mastering educational programmes, special knowledge in certain areas is needed (visual 
arts, journalism, architecture, music, sports, etc.). 

HIGHER EDUCATION DIPLOMA 

Higher education degree and certain specialty must be indicated in the Lithuanian higher 
education diploma. A doctoral degree is awarded by the University Council once the 
doctoral thesis has been defended. 



122

Your scholarship in Europe

Upon graduation from university, each graduate receives a higher education diploma 
and an appendix listing the subjects studied during the whole course and the grades 
attained in these subjects. Students who took incomplete courses receive a certiÞ cate 
indicating what courses were taken and those courses’ grades. Lithuanian university 
diplomas are acknowledged in all Member States of the European Union.

PAYMENT OF TUITION FEES

Education in the state-run university may be provided free of charge or on a fee-for-service 
basis. Depending on the country of residence and personal attainments, international 
students may receive education free of charge or at the fee-for-service department. 
International students may apply for free education in the state-run Lithuanian university 
if they have a residence permit or are resident of a country in which Lithuanian students 
are eligible for free education. Full-time international students who receive free education 
may apply for the stipend just like any other citizen of Lithuania.

The tuition fee depends on the programme and educational level. In the state-run univer-
sity, tuition fees for Þ rst-level higher education range from LTL 3 500 to LTL 12 000 per 
semester. Tuition fees for the master’s programme range from LTL 5 000 to LTL 18 000 
per semester.

Non-governmental colleges set the tuition fees from LTL 1 000 to LTL 4 000 per semester. 

Students who come for training within the framework of exchange programmes are exempted 
from paying for tuition in Lithuania.

Persons wishing to receive higher education in Lithuania should pay for tuition in ac-
cordance with the price lists of the institution they apply to. Tuition fees range from 
LTL 200 to LTL 400 per credit.
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Where can I Þ nd more 
information?

Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Lithuania
Sierakausko str., 15
LT-03105 Vilnius
Tel. (370-5) 219 01 16
Fax (370-5) 219 01 00
http://www.smm.lt 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
http://www.urm.lt 

Visa information for students from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan:

Embassy of Lithuania in Kazakhstan
Ul. Iskanderova, 15, p. Gorny Gigant
050059 Almaty
Tel. (7-727) 263 10 40 or 263 25 05
Fax (7-727) 263 19 75
E-mail: amb.kz@urm.lt
http://kz.mfa.lt

Visa information for students from Turkmenistan:

Embassy of Lithuania in Azerbaijan
Ul. Suleyman Dadashev, 35, 523 Block 
AZ-1001 Baku
Tel. (994-12) 511 76 31
Fax (994-12) 510 86 88 
E-mail: amb.az@urm.lt 

Information for students from Uzbekistan:

Embassy of Lithuania in Turkey
Mahatma Gandi Cad., 17/8–9 
06700 G.O.P. Ankara
Tel. (90-312) 447 07 66
Fax (90-312) 447 06 63
http://tr.mfa.lt/ 
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 LUXEMBOURG

BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT LUXEMBOURG

Luxembourg is situated at the heart of western Europe, bordering Germany to the 
east, Belgium to the west and France to the south. The country has two clearly deÞ ned 
regions. The Þ rst is the Eisléck or Oesling in the north, which covers one third of the 
territory and is part of the Ardennes on the western rim of the Eifel. It is a wooded country 
of great scenic beauty. The second region is the ‘Good country’ in the centre and the 
south, covering the remainder of the territory. It is mainly rolling farmland and woods. It 
is bordered in the east by the wine-producing valley of the Moselle, and in the extreme 
south-west by a narrow strip of red earth which forms the Luxembourg iron-ore basin. 
Luxembourg has a population of 483 800 of which over a third are foreign nationals. 
Lëtzebuergesch is the everyday spoken language of the people, and the symbol of the 
Luxembourgers’ national identity. Since the creation of a dictionary and grammar rules, 
this former Mosel-Frankish dialect is now recognised as the national language (since 
1984), while both French and German remain ofÞ cial languages. French and German 
culture meet in Luxembourg and Franco-German bilingualism, without any language 
differences, is a typical aspect of the country’s social structure. Although both German 
and French are used in the press, in political and in religious life, French is the ofÞ cial 
language of the administration, legal system, parliament, education, and some literary 
circles. The Grand Duchy of Luxembourg is a hereditary constitutional monarchy. Its 
current head of state is Grand Duke Henri, who acceded to the throne on 7 October 
2000. Executive power is in the hands of the Grand Duke and a cabinet of 12 ministers. 
The legislative power rests with a parliament (Chamber of Deputies) elected by men and 
women over 18, all of whom have the right and duty to vote in Luxembourg.

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

THE UNIVERSITY OF LUXEMBOURG

The University of Luxembourg was founded in 2003. It is the Þ rst and only university 
in Luxembourg. By selecting the University of Luxembourg for your path of higher 
education, you choose a young and dynamic university seeking growth, to which you 
can contribute and actively take part in its development process. You will be studying in a 
unique environment: geographically, Luxembourg is situated in the heart of Europe, and 
you will Þ nd many European institutions and companies here. The university has three 
faculties: the Faculty of Sciences, Technology and Communication (FSTC), the Faculty 
of Law, Economics and Finance (FDEF) and the Faculty of Language and Literature, 
Humanities, Arts and Education (FLSHASE). Courses are organised on three levels: 
bachelor, master and doctorate. There are currently 10 bachelor’s and 18 master’s 
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programmes at the university in line with the European Bologna standard. Access to the 
University of Luxembourg is regulated by the law that created the university (see http://
www.uni.lu).

The University of Luxembourg has an international focus. Courses are taught in French, 
German and English. Strong connections to foreign universities, for example to jointly 
develop the syllabus or to cooperate in student exchange programmes, are a further 
characteristic of the institution. In addition, undergraduate students are required to study 
at least one semester abroad (the so-called mobility principle).

Undergraduate studies

FSTC offers bachelor studies in sciences and engineering, life sciences, as well as in 
engineering and computer science. FDEF organises bachelors’ courses in law, eco-
nomics and management, management, and IT management. Undergraduate courses 
in FLSHASE comprise European culture, psychology, educational science, as well as 
social and educational sciences.

Postgraduate studies

FSTC and FDEF commonly organise the master’s course in information and computer 
sciences. FDEF further offers a master’s in European law, Þ nancial economics, banking 
and Þ nance, and security management of information systems. FLSHASE masters’ 
degrees are: contemporary European history, psychology, mediation, gerontology, cross-
border communication and cooperation, as well as philosophy. A master’s in European 
sustainable spatial development and analysis is currently being developed.

Doctorates

The University of Luxembourg follows the model of a research-led university. A certain 
number of research areas are considered high priority: security and reliability of 
information technology, material science, life sciences, European and business law, 
Þ nance, educational science and Luxembourg studies. Geodynamics and seismology, 
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environmental resources and technologies, the economy and entrepreneurship, as well 
as social sciences are medium priorities. Mathematics, computational engineering, the 
multilingual university, and European governance are classiÞ ed as low priorities. Students 
have the opportunity to pursue doctorate studies under the supervision of academic 
staff authorised to manage doctoral theses. Doctorates can also be co-supervised by a 
foreign researcher authorised to manage research at an institution abroad.

Contact

Service for Studies and Student Life — Service des Etudes et de la Vie Etudiante 
(SEVE)

CAMPUS LIMPERTSBERG
162a, avenue de la Faïencerie 
L-1511 Luxembourg
Tel. (352) 46 66 44-6610, 46 66 44-6222 or 46 66 44-6312
E-mail: SEVE.infos@uni.lu 
http://www.uni.lu

SCHOLARSHIPS

The University of Luxembourg awards a scholarship for students from outside the 
European Union. You can Þ nd all the information at: http://www.uni.lu/les_etudiants/
les_bourses 
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Where can I obtain more 
information?

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
http://www.mae.lu

Ministry of National Education, Professional Training and Sports 
http://www.men.lu 

Ministry of Culture, Higher Education and Research 
http://www.mcesr.public.lu

Government of Luxembourg 
http://www.gouvernement.lu

Visa information for students from Kazakhstan:

Royal Netherlands Embassy in Kazakhstan
Ul. Kosmonavtov, 62, 3th ß oor, Chubary mcrd.
010000 Astana
Tel. (7-7172) 55 54 50
Fax (7-7172) 55 54 74
E-mail: ast@minbuza.nl

Almaty ofÞ ce:
Ul. Nauryzbay Batyra, 103
050022 Almaty
Tel. (7-727) 250 37 73
Fax (7-727) 250 37 72
E-mail: alm@minbuza.nl
http://www.netherlands-embassy.kz

Visa information for students from Kyrgyzstan:

German Embassy in Kyrgyzstan 
Ul. Razzakova, 28
720040 Bishkek
Tel. (996-312) 90 50 00, 66 66 24 or 90 50 12 (Consulate)
Fax (996-312) 66 66 30
http://www.bischkek.diplo.de
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Visa information for students from Tajikistan:

German Embassy in Tajikistan
Ul. Varzobskaya, 16
734017 Dushanbe
Tel. (992-372) 21 21 89 or 21 21 98
Visa department: (992-372) 21 21 81
http://www.duschanbe.diplo.de 

Visa information for students from Turkmenistan:

French Embassy in Turkmenistan
Ul. 2029 (Esgerler), 35
744000 Ashgabat 
Tel. (993-12) 36 35 50 or 36 34 68
Fax (993-12) 36 36 40
E-mail: cad.achgabat-amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr 

Visa information for students from Uzbekistan:

French Embassy in Uzbekistan
Ul. Qo’qon yo’li, 25
100047 Tashkent
Tel. (998-71) 233 53 82 or 233 53 84
Fax (998-71) 233 62 10
http://www.ambafrance-uz.org/
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 MALTA

BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT MALTA

The Maltese archipelago basically consists of three islands: Comino, Gozo and Malta. 
Located in the Mediterranean Sea, just 93 km south of Sicily, the archipelago covers a 
total surface area of 316 km2 with a population of 0.4 million. The largest island of the 
group is Malta, from which the archipelago takes its name. Valletta, the capital, is the 
cultural, administrative and commercial centre of the archipelago. Malta is well served 
with harbours, the main one being Valletta Grand Harbour. The ofÞ cial languages are 
Maltese and English, but Maltese is described in the Constitution of Malta as the national 
language. Maltese is a mixed language, being basically Semitic and super-structurally 
Romance with some inß uence from the English. Italian is also widely understood and 
spoken in Malta. Malta became an independent state in September 1964, after being 
under British rule since 1800.

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

Higher education is mainly provided by the University of Malta.

University level (Þ rst stage)

CertiÞ cates, diplomas and bachelors’ degrees are awarded in such Þ elds as nursing, 
diplomatic studies, management, administration, law, librarian science, religious studies 
and political science after a course lasting from one to three years. A bachelor’s (general) 
degree is received in three years. A bachelor’s (honours) degree is received in four or 
Þ ve years, depending on the Þ eld of study.

University level (second stage)

The second stage leads to a master’s degree after a period of one to two years. Candidates 
must hold an appropriate Þ rst degree with at least second-class honours. In special 
circumstances, candidates without an honours degree may be admitted after taking a 
one-year preparatory course and successfully passing a qualifying examination. Master 
degree courses require candidates to submit a dissertation in addition to successfully 
completing the required courses.

Doctorate degrees

Doctor of Medicine (MD) and Doctor of Law (LLD) degrees are awarded by the Faculties 
of Medicine and Law respectively, at the end of a Þ ve- or six-year course. A Doctor of 
Philosophy (PhD) degree is awarded after at least three years of study following the 
award of a master’s degree. PhD candidates are required to submit a thesis after a 
period of research on an approved topic.
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SCHOLARSHIPS

The higher education system of Malta is open to international students. Currently there 
are over 600 full-time foreign students from some 75 countries in attendance. In addition, 
around 300 foreign students participate in semester exchanges. The International OfÞ ce 
of the University of Malta (http://www.um.edu.mt/intoff) provides information and services 
regarding course requirements, accommodation, immigration, Þ nancial matters, health 
issues, university procedures, regulations and qualiÞ cations. At present, no scholarships 
are available, but it is possible to enrol in higher education institutions in Malta. For more 
information, please visit the websites below.
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Where can I Þ nd more 
information?

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
http://www.foreign.gov.mt

University of Malta, International OfÞ ce 
http://www.um.edu.mt/intoff

Ministry of Education
http://www.education.gov.mt/default.asp

Visa information:

Embassy of Malta in Moscow
Korovy Val, 7, pod’ezd 8, kv. 219
119049 Moscow 
Russia
Tel. (7-495) 237 19 39 or 662 42 20 (visa information)
Fax (7-495) 662 55 09 (visa information)
E-mail: visa.moscow@gov.mt 
http://www.malta.ru 



136

 THE NETHERLANDS

BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT THE NETHERLANDS

The Netherlands is located in north-western Europe. It is bordered by the North Sea 
to the north and west, Germany to the east and Belgium to the south. The country 
is largely a delta of the Rhine and Maas rivers. The inland area is below sea level in 
some places and protected by coastal dunes and dykes. The capital of the country is 
Amsterdam, but The Hague is the seat of the Queen, government and parliament. The 
country has a population of 16.3 million. The ofÞ cial language is Dutch, while English 
is also widely understood. The Kingdom of the Netherlands is a constitutional and her-
editary monarchy with a bicameral parliament (Staten-Generaal). The head of state, 
Queen Beatrix, ascended the throne in 1980, marking her Silver Jubilee on 30 April 
2005.

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

Higher education in the Netherlands is offered at two types of institution: research uni-
versities and universities of applied sciences. Research universities include general uni-
versities, universities specialising in engineering and agriculture, and the Open Univer-
sity. Universities of applied sciences include general institutions as well as institutions 
specialising in a speciÞ c Þ eld such as agriculture, Þ ne and performing arts, or teacher 
training. Whereas research universities are primarily responsible for offering research-
oriented programmes, universities of applied sciences are primarily responsible for offer-
ing programmes of higher professional education, which prepare students for particular 
professions. These tend to be more practically oriented than programmes offered by 
research universities. 

In this binary and three-cycle system, bachelor’s, master’s and PhD degrees are award-
ed. Short-cycle higher education leading to the associate degree is offered by universities 
of applied sciences. Degree programmes and periods of study are quantiÞ ed in terms of 
the ECTS credit system.

The focus of degree programmes determines both the number of credits required to 
complete the programme and the degree which is awarded. A research-oriented bach-
elor’s programme requires the completion of 180 credits (three years) and graduates 
obtain the degree Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science (BA/BSc), depending on the 
discipline. A bachelor’s degree awarded in the applied arts and sciences requires the 
completion of 240 credits (four years), and graduates obtain a degree indicating the Þ eld 
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of study (for example, Bachelor of Engineering, B Eng, or Bachelor of Nursing, B Nursing). 
An associate’s degree in the applied arts and sciences requires the completion of 120 
credits (two years), and students who complete the two-year programme can continue 
studying for a bachelor’s degree in the applied arts and sciences. 

A research-oriented master’s programme requires the completion of 60, 90, or 120  credits 
(one, one and half, or two years). In engineering, agriculture, and maths and the natural 
sciences, 120 credits are always required. Graduates obtain the degree of Master of 
Arts or Master of Science (MA/MSc). A master’s degree awarded in the applied arts and 
sciences requires the completion of 60 to 120 credits and graduates obtain a degree 
indicating the Þ eld of study (for example, Master of Architecture, M Arch). 

The third cycle of higher education, leading to the PhD, is offered only by research 
universities. The major requirement is completion of a dissertation based on original 
research that is publicly defended. All research universities award the PhD. In addition 
to the doctorate, the three engineering universities offer (technological) designer pro-
grammes consisting of advanced study and a personal design assignment in a number 
of engineering Þ elds. The technological designer programme requires two years of study 
to complete and graduates obtain the degree of Professional Doctorate in Engineer-
ing (PDEng). The training of medical specialists is the responsibility of the professional 
group in an organisational setting at a university hospital.

STUDY IN THE NETHERLANDS

More than 1 450 international study programmes are offered in English by Dutch higher 
education institutions. These include degree programmes (bachelors and masters) as 
well as short courses of various duration for mid-career specialists in different Þ elds. 
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The programmes taught in English are listed in the online database of international study 
programmes: http://www.nufÞ c.nl/ispac

Every study programme has its own website accessible from the online overview 
mentioned above. On the programme’s site, you can Þ nd all admission requirements and 
tuition fees. As a rule, students must have passed an English language test. TOEFL or 
IELTS certiÞ cates are commonly accepted, but institutions may accept other tests as well. 
Language requirements for individual programmes or courses are indicated in the above 
mentioned database of international study programmes.

Foreign students with a good knowledge of Dutch may also enrol in Dutch-taught 
bachelors’ or masters’ programmes at Dutch institutions. Information on Dutch language 
courses and links to the websites of all Dutch higher education institutions are posted at: 
http://www.nufÞ c.nl/international- students/dutch-higher-education/study-programmes-
in-dutch

If your study period exceeds three months, you will need a temporary residence permit 
(MVV) to enter the Netherlands. This is a sticker placed in your passport at the Dutch 
embassy or consulate in your home country or in a third country where you are legally 
residing. In most cases, your Dutch host institution will seek advice from the IND 
concerning your application for an MVV, before you actually hand in your MVV application. 
It is important that you provide them with all the necessary documents so they can request 
the advice in good time. It is also possible to apply for an MVV yourself without the help of 
your host institution. However, this procedure takes much longer and is more expensive. 

If your study period is less than three months, you must apply for a regular Schengen 
visa, in which case you need an original invitation from the course administration.

More information on visas can be found on: http://www.nufÞ c.nl/visa-and-permits

Students staying for longer than three months also need to apply for a residence permit 
upon arrival. With a residence permit, students may work 10 hours per week during the 
academic year, or do full-time seasonal work (in June, July and August).

SCHOLARSHIPS

Huygens scholarships programme (HSP)

The Huygens programme is aimed at talented students who want to come to the  Netherlands 
in the Þ nal phase of their bachelor’s studies or during their master’s studies. Study in the 
Netherlands can include research and/or practical training. However, Huygens scholar-
ships cannot be awarded to Þ nance PhD studies in the Netherlands, except for Turkish and 
Croatian students. Part of the total budget is reserved for students following programmes 
in Dutch language and literature. The Huygens programme is administered by NufÞ c, the 
Netherlands Organisation for International Cooperation in Higher Education. Scholarships 
are awarded for a period of no less than six months and no more than 24 months.
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A Huygens scholarship includes the following components:

a monthly allowance of EUR 1 000 (this includes a standard contribution towards • 
healthcare insurance);

reimbursement of tuition fees;• 

visa fees (standard contribution);• 

a one-time payment toward international travel costs (standard contribution), based • 
on country of origin).

To be selected for a Huygens scholarship, you should meet the following requirements:

you have been academically (conditionally) admitted to a study programme in the • 
Netherlands;

your study programme in the Netherlands should be accredited and be registered in • 
CROHO, the Central Register of Higher Education Programmes; 

your study in the Netherlands should be in the final phase of your bachelor’s stud-• 
ies, or during your master’s studies; if you are already a graduate, you should have 
graduated less than two years ago;

your studies in the Netherlands should be primarily aimed at earning a degree at a • 
Dutch institution;

you must be no older than 35 at the start of your study period in the Netherlands • 
(1 September of each year).

APPLICATION PROCEDURE

When you apply for admission to a programme in the Netherlands, you should indicate that 
your study performance is excellent and that you wish to be nominated for the  prestigious 
HSP Huygens programme by the Dutch institution at which you would like to study. 

After receiving the ofÞ cial HSP Huygens nomination letter 2010 from the Dutch host 
institution, you can start preparing your application dossier. If the Dutch institution does 
not agree with your candidacy for a HSP Huygens scholarship, they will not provide you 
with a HSP Huygens nomination letter. This means that you cannot apply for a HSP 
Huygens scholarship.

If you have collected all required documents for your application, you can complete the digit-
al application form through the Scholarships Online button on the website. Once you have
submitted the digital application, you can then send your documents by post or courier. The 
complete application, both digital and paper dossier, must be received by NufÞ c no later 
than 31 January before the start of your scholarship period. Applications that have not been 
submitted digitally and on paper or applications that are incomplete will not be accepted.
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The HSP application form, the list of required documents and other important information 
are available at:

http://www.studyin.nl/scholarships/world-wide/hsp-huygens-programme

http://www.studyin.nl/scholarships/world-wide/hsp-huygens-programme

http://www.nufÞ c.nl/international-students/scholarships/worldwide/hsp-huygens-pro-
gramme

Once you have compiled your application dossier, send it (by express mail) to:

HSP Huygens
Dept for International Academic Relations
NufÞ c
PO Box 29777
2502 LT The Hague
The Netherlands
Tel. (31-70) 426 02 60

If you have any questions, please write to: hsphuygens@nufÞ c.nl
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Where can I Þ nd more 
information?

Comprehensive information on various aspects of study in the Netherlands
http://www.studyinholland.nl 

Scholarships for study in the Netherlands
http://www.studyinholland.nl or http://www.grantÞ nder.nl 

Finding research vacancies
http://www.academictransfer.nl 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
http://www.mfa.nl

Visa information:

Royal Netherlands Embassy in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan
Ul. Kosmonavtov, 62, 3th ß oor, Chubary mcrd.
010000 Astana
Tel. (7-7172) 55 54 50
Fax (7-7172) 55 54 74
E-mail: ast@minbuza.nl

Almaty ofÞ ce:
Ul. Nauryzbay Batyra, 103
050022 Almaty
Tel. (7-727) 250 37 73
Fax (7-727) 250 37 72
E-mail: alm@minbuza.nl
http://www.netherlands-embassy.kz

Honorary Consulate of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Kyrgyzstan
Ul. Tynystanov, 96, OfÞ ce 12
720000 Bishkek
Tel. (996-312) 69 05 65, 69 02 28 or 69 02 30
Fax (996-312) 69 05 65 
E-mail: dutchconsulate@elcat.kg 
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Royal Netherlands Embassy in Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan
See Royal Netherlands Embassy in Moscow
Kalashny per., 6
131000 Moscow
Russia
Tel. (7-495) 797 29 00
Fax (7-495) 797 29 04
E-mail: mos@minbuza.nl
http://www.netherlands-embassy.ru

Consulate in Turkmenistan
Ul. Tehran, 17
744012 Ashgabat
Tel. (993-1) 234 00 67 
Fax (993-1) 234 42 52
E-mail: minbuza@online.tm 

Consulate in Uzbekistan
Ul. Kh.Samatovoy, 3, OfÞ ce 74
100000 Tashkent
Tel. (998-71) 150 85 95 
Fax (998-71) 255 18 31
E-mail: nlconsulate.tashkent@gmail.com 
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BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT POLAND

Poland is situated in central Europe. Poland borders Germany, the Czech Republic, 
 Slovakia, Ukraine, Belarus, Lithuania, and Russia. Its northern border — 440 km long — 
runs along the Baltic Sea coast. Although predominantly lowland, Poland has a varied 
landscape. The country is mostly part of the Great European Plain, while to the south the 
plain rises to the Carpathian and Sudeten Mountains. Poland has 38.5 million  inhabitants. 
The principal ethnic majority are Poles, who are of west Slavic origin. The ofÞ cial  language 
is Polish. The capital of the country is Warsaw. Other major cities are Gdansk, Cracow, 
Lodz, Poznan, Szczecin or Wroclaw. The country is divided into 16 provinces, subdivided 
into districts and local government communes.

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

The higher education system in Poland and the basis for its operation are laid down in the 
Act of 27 July 2005 — Law on Higher Education. Its provisions are applied both to state 
(public) and non-state (non-public) higher education institutions, in which programmes 
of study are offered on the same basis and upon completion of the same requirements. 
Higher education institutions are divided, irrespective of their status, into academic and 
vocational ones. 

An academic higher education institution is a school in which at least one of its organisation-
al units is entitled to award the academic degree of doktor. A vocational higher education 
institution is a school offering Þ rst- or second-cycle study programmes or one-tier second-
cycle study programmes which is not entitled to award the academic degree of doktor.

Study programmes are offered as Þ rst-cycle, second-cycle and one-tier second-cycle 
programmes and doctoral (third-cycle) programmes. First-cycle programmes leading to 
a licencjat degree last from six to eight semesters, and those leading to an in ynier 

degree last seven or eight semesters. Second-cycle degree programmes last three or 
four semesters and one-tier second-cycle programmes leading to a magister degree last 
from 9 to 12 semesters. 

Doctoral study programmes last no longer than four years and upon completion gradu-
ates are awarded a certiÞ cate. Under a separate procedure graduates are conferred the 
 academic degree of a doktor or doktor w zakresie sztuki. 

Higher education programmes and doctoral programmes may be offered as full-time or 
part-time programmes.

POLAND
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Degrees awarded to graduates of higher education institutions 

licencjat, licencjat piel gniarstwa • or licencjat po o nictwa, in ynier, in ynier po arnictwa, 

in ynier architekt and in ynier architekt krajobrazu — awarded to graduates of Þ rst-
cycle programmes; 

magister • and equivalent degrees of magister sztuki, magister farmacji, magister 

in ynier, magister in ynier architekt, magister in ynier architekt krajobrazu, magister 

in ynier po arnictwa, magister piel gniarstwa, magister po o nictwa, lekarz, lekarz 

dentysta, lekarz weterynarii.

The academic degrees are the degrees of doktor and doktor habilitowany of a speciÞ c area 
of science in a given scientiÞ c discipline. The degrees awarded in arts are the degrees of 
doktor and doktor habilitowany of a speciÞ c area of arts in a given artistic discipline.

Academic degrees are conferred by organisational units of higher education institutions, 
Polish Academy of Sciences and research and development institutions in compliance 
with the powers granted under a separate procedure.

The number of the ECTS credits provided by the plan of studies for one semester is between 27 
and 33, while it is 60 ECTS credits for an academic year. It is necessary to gather 180–240 ECTS 
credits to complete a Þ rst-cycle programme, 90–120 ECTS credits to complete a second-cycle 
programme, and 270–360 ECTS credits to complete a one-tier second-cycle programme.

SCHOLARSHIPS

Scholarship of the Government of the Republic of Poland for Young Scientists (avail-
able only for applicants from the Caucasus, Belarus, Central Asia, Russia and Ukraine)

A stipend is offered for a scholarship in a Polish university from September to June of 
the upcoming year.
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1. A scholarship programme for young scientists, which was launched in 2003, is available 
for applicants from the Caucasus, Belarus, Central Asia, Russia and Ukraine.

2. The organising committee will give priority to applicants who can display some deÞ nite 
scientiÞ c achievements and organisational abilities.

3. The stipend is issued for a scholarship involving one-year individual optional courses.

4. All enrolled candidates may be awarded with this scholarship only once, for a certain 
period of time and without any opportunity for extension.

5. The duration of the scholarship and stipend is nine months. There is an option to 
extend this scholarship up to 10 months should the programme coordinator in con-
cert with the scientiÞ c supervisor (tutor) solicit this extension and if all the scientiÞ c 
requirements of the programme are met, including the defence of the diploma work 
with a minimal score of 4.

6. The Consulate of the Republic of Poland issues student visas that are valid from 
September to July of the upcoming year.

7. Documents must be submitted to the Embassy of the Republic of Poland in the applicant’s 
country of residence.

8. The deadline for submitting the documents is March.

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

1. Completed higher education (four or Þ ve years with defended diploma work and a mas-
ter’s degree) in one of the following specialties: international relations, history, political 
sciences, sociology, ethnology, culture, public psychology, administrative management.

2. The applicant should be under 35.

3. Good overall knowledge of Polish issues in one of the designated areas associated 
with the period covering the 19th to the 20th centuries.

4. Knowledge of the Polish language at a level that would ensure understanding of lectures 
on one’s specialty as well as reading speciality literature.

5. In exceptional cases, a decision may be made regarding enrolment of the candidate who 
does not speak Polish. These students shall learn the language independently once the 
admission notice is issued and shall take the intensive Polish language course.

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS

1. Copy of the diploma of higher education — completed master programme or conÞ rmation 
of being a fellow.

2. Candidate’s personal application form, Þ lled out.

3. Brief letter explaining the applicant’s desire to receive a scholarship, indicating the 
speciality the applicant wishes to study.
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4. Curriculum vitae in Polish and English written in chronological order, most recent 
event Þ rst; two photographs, which may be provided in electronic format as well.

5. Recommendations, at least one from a credible scientist in the applicant’s specialty 
or in the area of expertise related to his or her scholarly work that is closely associated 
with studying in Poland.

6. List of publications, attainments and projects implemented in one’s speciality.

7. CertiÞ cate to prove knowledge of Polish or English.

8. Other documents and/or information that, in the applicant’s opinion, may help the 
commission to assess him or her correctly.

ORDER OF CANDIDATES’ SELECTION

1. Candidates’ selection will proceed in two steps:

selection according to the submitted documents; this selection will be made by the • 
commission based in Warsaw;

an interview with the selection commission; interviews are held from April to May.• 

2. Interviews will be carried out at the embassies of the Republic of Poland.

3. The embassy will notify the applicant of the exact date of selection.

4. The embassy will inform the applicants of their exam results around mid-June.

5. Studium (the Centre for East European Studies) of Warsaw University shall notify 
the scholarship holders about the speciÞ c university in Poland they have to come to 
before 30 June.

APPLICATION PROCEDURE

The set of documents is to be mailed or delivered personally to the Embassy of the Re-
public of Poland in the applicant’s country of residence before 1 March of a current year, 
with the words ‘Scholarship for young scientists’ written on the envelope.

LOGISTICS AND OTHER CONDITIONS OF THE PROGRAMME’S IMPLEMENTATION

1. The scholarship will be implemented according to the general terms provided in the 
disposition of the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of 12 October 2006.

2. Programme implementation is managed by the Bureau for Academic Recognition 
and International Exchange at the Ministry of Science and Higher Education.

3. The East European Studium of Warsaw University, as an academic coordinator of the 
scholarship programme, will dispatch the candidates to various Polish universities.
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4. At the universities where the candidates are sent to, scientiÞ c supervisors (tutors) 
will be designated to act at the same time as diploma work promoters. Studium will 
notify the scholarship holders of the name of the university they have been assigned 
to and that of their tutor.

5. Programme implementation shall start in September, with the adaptation course in the 
Polish language offered at Warsaw University consisting of general lectures and an 
advanced Polish language course. Studies according to the curriculum will begin in the 
designated universities in early October and Þ nish in late June the following year.

6. Expenses related to travelling to and from Poland are covered by the scholarship holder.

7. Scholarship holders should have insurance coverage for the entire period of their stay in 
Poland. They may buy an insurance policy either in their home country or in Poland. 

8. Candidate’s responsibilities:

(a) jointly with the scientiÞ c supervisor, deÞ ne the one-year plan of stay according to the 
programme;

(b) jointly with the scientiÞ c supervisor, deÞ ne the subjects and content of the diploma work;

(c) jointly with the scientiÞ c supervisor, deÞ ne the topics for two ‘referates’ (parts of the 
diploma work) that shall have to be read in January and May respectively;

(d) attend a minimum of four to Þ ve academic sessions a week including those con-
ducted by the scientiÞ c supervisor and, if possible, methodological sessions in the 
area of specialisation selected by the candidate;

(e) take additional Polish lessons should the university create conditions for learning it 
without charge;

(f) maintain ongoing contacts with the scientiÞ c supervisor within the framework of the 
weekly one-hour consultation;

(g) develop a piece of diploma work of about 50 pages containing the scholarship holder’s 
own research idea written in Polish;

(h) defence of the diploma work should take place not later than mid- or end-June.

9. In case scholars do not comply with the aforementioned obligations as well as the 
university’s principles and bylaws or behave unsatisfactorily or violate Polish laws, 
the scholarship holder may be deprived of his or her scholarship.

10. The receipt of diplomas upon completion of the programme will take place in Warsaw 
during the last days of June.

11. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is committed to creating opportunities and helping 
to establish mutual contacts and arranging alumni meetings of graduates of the 
programme ‘Scholarship of the Government of the Republic of Poland for Young 
Scientists’ organised either at the Polish diplomatic missions or in Poland.

The deadline for submitting documents will be clariÞ ed by the Polish embassy in your 
home country.
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Where can I Þ nd more 
information?

Ministry of Science and Higher Education (Ministerstwo Nauki i Szkolnictwa Wy szego) 

http://www.mnisw.gov.pl 

Bureau for Academic Recognition and International Exchange (Biuro Uznawalno ci 
Wykszta cenian i Wymiany Mi dzynarodowej) 

http://www.buwiwm.edu.pl 

Conference of Rectors of Academic Schools in Poland (Biuro Konferencji Rektorów 
Akademickich Szkó w Polsce)

http://www.krasp.org.pl 

On this website, you will Þ nd a virtual guide ‘How to study in Poland’, with a table of 
courses and programmes, and a list of schools.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland (Ministerstwo Spraw 
Zagranicznych) 

http://www.msz.gov.pl 

Visa information:

Embassy of Poland in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan

Ul. D arkiencka, 9, corner of ul. Iskanderowa, 11/13

050059 Almaty

Kazakhstan

Tel. (7-727) 258 15 51 or 258 16 17

Fax (7-727) 258 15 50

E-mail: ambpol@poland.kz

http://www.almaty.polemb.net

Embassy of Poland in Uzbekistan and Tajikistan

Ul. Firdavsiy, 66, Junusabadskiy rayon

100084 Tashkent

Uzbekistan

Tel. (998-71) 120 86 50

Fax (998-71) 120 86 51

E-mail: embassy@poland.uz or ambasada@bcc.com.uz

http://www.taszkent.polemb.net
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Embassy of Poland in Turkmenistan

Ul. Azadi, 17a

744005 Ashgabat

Tel. (993-1) 227 40 35 or 227 65 52

Fax (993-1) 227 31 22
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PORTUGAL

BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT PORTUGAL

Portugal is situated in the south-western extremity of Europe, occupying the western 
littoral of the Iberian peninsula. The territory also includes the Azores and  Madeira archi-
pelagos. It is bordered to the west and south by the Atlantic Ocean and to the east and 
north by Spain. The capital of the country is Lisbon. The population of the country is 10.4 
million. The ofÞ cial language is Portuguese, which is spoken by the entire population.

THE HIGHER  EDUCATION  SYSTEM

The structure of the higher education system is as follows.

University level (Þ rst stage): licenciatura

Both university and polytechnic institutions confer a Þ rst-cycle licenciado degree. A 
licenciado degree is awarded after a period of study with 180 credits corresponding to 
a normal length of six curricular semesters. In certain cases, namely those covered by 
internal legislation or by  European legislation, the cycle of studies has a length  of seven 
to eight curricular semesters  corresponding to between 180 and 240 credits.

University level (second stage): mestrado

Both university and polytechnic institutions confer the degree of mestre. The mestre 
degree is awarded after three to four  curricular semesters of students’ work correspond-
ing to 90 to 120 credits. In polytechnic education, the course of study that leads to the 
mestre degree must ensure predominantly that the student acquires a professional spe-
cialisation. In university education, the cycle of studies that leads to the mestre degree 
must ensure that the student acquires an academic specialisation on the  basis of their 
research, innovation and professional competences. It can also be awarded after 10 to 
12 semesters with the corresponding number of credits, in cases where this length of 
study is required for a particular  profession.

University level (third stage): Doutoramento

A doutor degree is only conferred by university institutions. The doutor degree is award-
ed to those completing all the curricular units that integrate the study programme of the 
doutoramento course and successfully defend their thesis in public.
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ACCESS AND ENTRY CONDITIONS

Students who meet the following conditions may apply to the Þ rst cycle of studies that 
leads to the licenciado degree through a national competition. They must:

have successfully completed the  12th year of schooling  or legal equivalent;• 

have sat national secondary school examinations corresponding to admission tests • 
and have obtained the minimum mark required according to the higher education 
course the student wishes  to attend;

have fulÞ lled the  prerequisites for the higher education course the student wishes to • 
attend, if required.

Admission to a higher education institution is subject to numerus clausus.

The Portuguese government approved a regime that simpliÞ es and promotes ß exibility 
of access to higher education to those over 23 years of age.

Those who meet  the following conditions may apply to the cycle of studies that leads to 
the (mestre) degree :

holders of the • licenciado degree or legal equivalent;

holders of a foreign academic degree conferred following a Þ rst cycle of studies or-• 
ganised according to the principles of the Bologna process by a country that has 
subscribed to this process;

holders of an academic, scientiÞ c or professional curriculum vitae that is recognised • 
as attesting the capacity to carry out this cycle of studies  by the statutorily  competent 
scientiÞ c body of the higher education institution to which they wish to be admitted.
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Those who meet the following conditions may apply to the third cycle of studies that • 
leads to the (doctorate) degree:

holders of the mestre (master) degree or legal equivalent;• 

holders of a licenciado degree who have a particularly relevant academic or scientiÞ c • 
curriculum vitae recognised as attesting the capacity to carry out this cycle of studies 
by the statutorily competent scientiÞ c body of the higher education institution to which 
they wish to be admitted;

holders of an academic, scientiÞ c or professional curriculum vitae recognised as at-• 
testing the capacity to carry out this cycle of studies by the statutorily competent  
scientiÞ c body of the higher education institution to which they wish to be admitted.

For additional information, please consult the Portuguese Directorate-General for Higher 
Education (http://www.dges.mctes.pt). 

GRADING SYSTEM

The degrees of licenciado and mestre shall have a Þ nal classiÞ cation between 10 and 
20 on a numerical scale of 0 to 20, as  well as its equivalent in the European scale of 
comparability of classiÞ cations.

The academic degree of doutor  is assigned a Þ nal classiÞ cation pursuant to the regulating 
standards of the university that confers it.

Higher education institutions may offer courses that do not award any type of academic 
degree, but do award a diploma upon successful completion of the course.

Other options

A new incentive scheme  that promotes the creation of post-secondary education through 
technological courses (CET) in higher education institutions, mostly within polytechnic insti-
tutions, was promoted. This new scheme widens the offer for professional training at level 
4 and permits access to a new public. More than 60 courses have been created under this 
new programme.

SCHOLARSHIPS

The Portuguese Foundation for Science and Technology (Fundação para a Ciência e 
Tecnologia — FCT) (http://www.fct.mctes.pt) under the aegis of the  Ministry of Science, 
Technology and Higher Education (Ministério da Ciência, Tecnologia e Ensino Superior) 
promotes national scientiÞ c research and technological development by providing different 
types of grants. 

Undergraduate university students

There are two types of grants speciÞ cally targeted to undergraduate university students. 
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1. Integration into research grants: 

BII: http://alfa.fct.mctes.pt/apoios/bolsas/regulamento.phtml#BII 

2. ScientiÞ c initiation grants: BIC: http://alfa.fct.mctes.pt/apoios/bolsas/regulamen-
to2007.phtml#BIC

They are awarded indirectly through FCT-funded research units and research projects 
respectively and are contingent on good scholastic performance.

Students who have completed the Þ rst cycle of university studies

University students who have completed the Þ rst cycle of university studies or equivalent 
are eligible for research grants (BI) and scientiÞ c initiation grants (BIC). The latter are 
dependent on good academic performance.

Doctoral students

Grants for doctoral level programmes are the most commonly supported by FCT. The 
majority are awarded as doctoral grants (BD: http://alfa.fct.mctes.pt/apoios/bolsas/regu-
lamento2007.phtml#BD) through the annual call for individual grants. 

Other types include Bolsas de Doutoramento em Empresas: (BDE: http://alfa.fct.mctes.
pt/apoios/bolsas/regulamento2007.phtml#BDE); doctoral grants awarded in the context 
of international partnerships with universitie such as MIT (http://www.mitportugal.org/
index.php), CMU (http://www.cmuportugal.org) and UTAustin (http://www.utaustinportugal.
org); and  research grants (BI: http://alfa.fct.mctes.pt/apoios/bolsas/regulamento2007#BI) 
awarded indirectly through R & D projects and R & D units.

Grants include support for participation in scientiÞ c meetings. They can be requested 
through the FACC (http://alfa.fct.mctes.pt/apoios/facc/). 

Doctoral students, once they complete their doctoral degree and irrespective of holding 
a grant, may become eligible for the support programme for the publication of doctoral 
theses and the request of doctoral degree certiÞ cates (http://alfa.fct.mctes.pt/apoios/bol-
sas/regulamentopaegtd).

These grants are for graduates (specialist degree and master’s degree) intending  to 
take doctorate courses at Portuguese universities.

Post-doctorate grants

Post-doctoral research activities often start with post-doctoral grants (BPD) (http://alfa.
fct.mctes.pt/apoios/bolsas/regulamento2007.phtml#BPD) awarded through annual calls 
for individual grants or awarded indirectly through R & D projects or  R & D units. 

Grants include support for participation in scientiÞ c meetings. They can be requested 
through the FACC (http://alfa.fct.mctes.pt/apoios/facc/). 

These grants are for holders of doctorate degrees, preferably acquired during the past 
Þ ve years, intending to take advanced scientiÞ c research courses at Portuguese universities 
and other scientiÞ c institutions with recognised competency. 
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Post-doctoral jobs 

FCT promotes the integration  of post-doctoral researchers, ideally with a minimum of 
three years’ experience, in junior research positions through the Ciência 2008 initiative. 
Calls for individual positions are usually open by preselected institutions under FCT 
supervision. Announcements are available from the ERACareers portal (http://www.er-
acareers.pt). The ‘Invited chairs’ programme (http://alfa.fct.mctes.pt/apoios/outros/cate-
dras/) was launched in 2008 to attract leading international researchers to Portugal. 

Sabbatical grants

These grants are for holders of doctorate degrees on sabbaticals and allow them to 
engage in research activities at foreign institutions. The length of grants varies from a 
minimum of three months to a maximum of one year, and is non-renewable.

Grants for scientiÞ c career development

These grants are for researchers showing high scientiÞ c merit in activities undertaken, 
during the post-doctorate period and as a rule lasting from four to Þ ve years. These 
grants aim to promote management and coordination skills in scientiÞ c research projects 
whereby, at least for the grant period, the candidate shall engage in a scientiÞ c and 
 technological research project.

Enterprise doctorate grants 

These grants are for graduates and masters engaged in research work in an entrepre-
neurial environment concerning priority issues related to the enterprise. They should be 
requested through the Innovation Agency (http://www.adi.pt).

Training grants at scientiÞ c and technological  international organisations

These grants aim to make opportunities available in  scientiÞ c and technological organ-
isations that Portugal is a member of, and are subject to conditions to be agreed with 
these organisations (http://www.adi.pt).

Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation

Through its wide range of services, the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation makes a limited 
number of grants available to continue, upgrade and improve studies in areas concerning 
its services: education and grants; Þ ne arts; Armenian communities; international service; 
music; health and human development; jointly withthe IGC (Gulbenkian Science Institute).

For further information about deadlines and the application procedure, please contact 
the Portuguese Embassy in Moscow.

Camões Institute

Acting under the supervision of Portugal’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Camões In-
stitute (ICA) is the Portuguese institution responsible for promoting both teaching of the 
Portuguese language and culture at foreign highereducational establishments, and Portuguese 
culture abroad in general.

In order to pursue these objectives within the context of a variety of cooperation 
 programmes with foreign higher education institutions,ICA has a range of scholarship 
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programmes for Portuguese and foreign students. These programmes are designed to 
support and promote:

studies and research in the Þ elds of Portuguese language and culture;• 

scientific or vocational training in the Þ eld of Portuguese as a non-mother tongue;• 

training or further studies in the Þ eld of translation and conference interpretation.• 

THE PORTUGUESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE SUMMER COURSES’ PROGRAMME

Aimed at foreign students who wish to attend Portuguese language and culture summer 
courses at Portuguese universities or other institutions ofÞ cially recognised by ICA. Ap-
plications should be forwarded by the student’s Portuguese teacher under the terms of 
one of the cooperation protocols with ICA that specify the existence of a given number 
of such scholarships.

THE ANNUAL PORTUGUESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE COURSES’ PROGRAMME

Aimed at foreign students who wish to attend annual Portuguese language and culture 
summer courses for foreigners at Portuguese universities or other institutions ofÞ cially 
recognised by ICA.

THE FERNÃO MENDES PINTO PROGRAMME

Aimed at Portuguese and foreign university graduates or Þ nal-year students involved in 
scientiÞ c or vocational training projects in the Þ eld of Portuguese as a foreign language 
(PLE). These projects should ofÞ cially form part of cooperation programmes with higher 
education institutions abroad, such as:

Portuguese language centres/the Camões Institute;• 

Camões Institute readerships  at•  foreign universities;

foreign universities and institutions that have formal agreements with the Camões • 
Institute.

RESEARCH PROGRAMME

Aimed at foreign teachers and researchers who wish to study for a specialisation in 
Portugal — particularly in the form of masters’ degrees or PhDs at Portuguese universities.

THE PESSOA PROGRAMME 

Aimed at the holders or heads of chairs of Portuguese studies’ institutes, who want to 
conduct training and research projects in the Þ elds of Portuguese language and culture.
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THE VIEIRA PROGRAMME

Aimed at foreign university graduates who are involved in training projects or further 
studies in the Þ eld of translation and conference interpreting.

PROTOCOL BETWEEN THE CAMÕES INSTITUTE AND THE EÇA DE QUEIROZ 
FOUNDATION

Regulates a programme aimed at foreign advanced students, teachers and researchers 
who specialise in the work of Eça de Queiroz and wish to attend the Eça de Queiroz 
Foundation’s summer seminar.

PROTOCOL BETWEEN THE CAMÕES INSTITUTE AND THE NATIONAL CULTURAL 
CENTRE (CNC)

Regulates a programme aimed at established Portuguese-speaking artists who wish to 
spend four months in Portugal or one of the other seven Portuguese-speaking countries 
to produce work that will be disseminated within the Community of Portuguese-speaking 
Countries (CPLP).

Application rules and deadlines

The rules and deadlines for applications will be published each year on the Camões 
Institute’s website (http://www.instituto-camoes.pt).
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Where can I Þ nd more 
information?

Foundation for Science and Technology (Fundação para a Ciência e Tecnologia)
http://www.fct.mctes.pt 

Ministry of Education (Ministério de Educação)
http://www.min-edu.pt 

Ministry of Science, Technology and Higher Education (Ministério da Ciência, Tecnologia 
e Ensino Superior)
http://www.mctes.pt  

Directorate-General of Higher Education (Direcção-Geral do Ensino Superior)
http://www.dges.mctes.pt 

Foundation of Calouste Gulbenkian (Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian)
http://www.gulbenkian.pt 

Visa information:

Portuguese Embassy in Moscow

Botanichesky per., 1
129010 Moscow
Russia
Tel. (7-495) 981 34 10
Fax (7-495) 981 34 16
http://www.portugal.gov.pt/Portal/EN/  
E-mail: embptrus@moscovo.dgaccp.pt 
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BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT ROMANIA

Romania lies in the south-eastern region of the European continent. With a total area of 
approximately 238 000 km2 and a population of 22.5 million, it is a medium-sized country 
by European standards. Romania borders Moldavia, Ukraine, Hungary, the former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Bulgaria and shares part of the Black Sea coast. 
Most of the population is comprised of Romanians, who represent 90 % of the total 
inhabitants, to which Hungarians (around 7 %), Roma, Germans, Ukrainians, Turks and 
Tartars can be added. Of the total population, 55 % live in towns and the other 45 % live 
in rural areas (with villages populated by up to 27 000 persons). The country’s capital is 
Bucharest, which has a population of over two million. Approximately 15 % of national 
industrial capacity, over 50 % of foreign direct investments, over 30 % of higher educa-
tion institutions and over 50 % of Romanian students are concentrated here. Other big 
cities with more than 300 000 inhabitants are the regional centres Iasi, Cluj, Timisoara, 
Craiova, Brasov and Constanta. Romania is a republic and a parliamentary democracy. 
The ofÞ cial state language is Romanian, which belongs to the Romance family of 
languages. Within local public administrations where the percentage of inhabitants 
 belonging to other ethnic groups is over 20 %, their language can also be used. 

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

In Romania, higher education is provided at educational and research institutions, 
universities, institutes, academies, conservatories and university colleges. The state 
higher education system in Romania comprises 49 state higher education institutions 
with 324 departments and another 20 private higher education institutions. 

Higher education institutions are comprised of several faculties, university colleges, 
divisions, departments and small pilot units specialising in research and micro-production. 
The faculty represents the functional basic unit of the higher education institution and 
is organised into chairs or departments. The teaching in a faculty is organised into 
specialties, years of study, student series and groups. The faculty includes teaching and 
research personnel, students and auxiliary and administrative personnel. The faculties 
are individualised in keeping with their study programmes and Þ eld of specialisation. 

The department is a sub-unit governed by the university senate or by the council of a 
faculty. The department carries out teaching, research, design, etc. The chair is the basic 
structural unit of the faculty and includes the teaching, research, design and auxiliary 
personnel working in a speciÞ c academic Þ eld.
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ORGANISATION OF THE ACADEMIC YEAR

The academic year starts between mid-September and mid-October as decided by 
each university senate. Depending on their institutional autonomy, universities may also 
decide on the academic schedule. Each year is divided into two semesters lasting 14 
weeks. Students have a summer holiday, a Christmas holiday, an Easter holiday and a 
holiday at the end of the Þ rst semester.

Examinations take place at the end of each semester. They may be oral or written. 
A re-examination period is scheduled before the beginning of the new academic 
year. According to national standards, the number of hours per week is 22–28, with a 
decreasing tendency. Classes are held from Monday to Friday. 

The Romanian higher education system provides full-time courses, evening courses, 
part-time courses and correspondence courses. The part-time and correspondence 
courses may only be provided by higher education institutions that organise full-time 
courses. The programmes of such courses are usually one academic year longer than 
the full-time course programmes. 

Undergraduate education

Undergraduate education provides two types of programmes.

1. Short-term university education (two- to three-year programmes provided by 
university colleges): courses leading to a diplom  de absolvire (diploma certifying 
the completion of studies at a college and the passing of a relevant examination). 
According to the education law, graduates of these courses may continue their long-
term university education under the conditions established by each institution.

2. Long-term university education (four- to six-year programmes provided by universities, 
academies and conservatories): courses leading to a diplom  de licen  (university 
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diploma, equivalent to a Þ rst degree). The duration of long-term study courses varies 
by Þ eld:

8 semesters (four years) for sciences, humanities, economic and social sciences, • 
law, political sciences, art and sports;

10 semesters (Þ ve years) for engineering, pharmacy, agriculture and forestry;• 

12 semesters (six years) for general medicine, dental medicine, veterinary medicine • 
and architecture.

Graduate education

Graduate education offers specialisation or an extension of the education provided in 
universities.

Graduate study programmes include:

advanced studies (one to two years) for university graduates; graduates are awarded • 
a degree diploma;

masters’ studies (one to two years) for university graduates;• 

graduate academic studies (two to three years) organised by graduate study schools • 
attached to universities or functioning as autonomous units; studies are organised on 
an interdisciplinary basis aimed at increased professional specialisation;

doctorate studies (four to six years) offered by universities and research institutes ac-• 
credited as such; doctorate courses are organised as day courses or night courses; 
the academic title of doctor granted by the institution is validated by the National 
Council for the Attestation of Academic Titles, University Diplomas and CertiÞ cates;

continuing education university courses lasting no more than one year, and addressed • 
to certain employment categories for those without a university diploma.

Higher education in Romania takes the following forms: regular studies, reduced 
frequency courses and open correspondence courses.

TYPES OF DIPLOMA

As for certiÞ cation, there is a wide range of academic graduate and postgraduate 
diplomas and distinctions that can be obtained after studying in Romania:

CertiÞ cat de studii: a certiÞ cate awarded to students who have completed their studies in 
higher education, but have failed to pass the exam to receive their degree;

Diplom  de absolvire a unui colegiu: diploma certifying the completion of studies at a 
college and the relevant Þ nal exam;

Diplom  de licen : university diploma equivalent degree;
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Diplom  de magister/master: master’s diploma;

Diplom  de studii aprofundate: diploma of advanced studies;

Diplom  de studii (academice): diploma of graduate academic studies; this kind of 
diploma is awarded by a school of graduate studies, within a higher education institution; 
these schools enrol holders of a Þ rst academic degree at the end of a two- or three-year 
graduate study programme;

Diplom  de doctor: doctorate diploma (PhD); this is the highest academic degree awarded 
in all domains after four to six years of study and original research; it follows the Þ rst 
academic degree (or master’s degree) and requires the passing of examinations and 
submission of an original thesis; the holder of a doctoral diploma is granted the title of PhD 
in his or her respective Þ eld of science or the arts;

Doctor Honoris Causa: an honorary degree awarded by higher education institutions (by 
vote of the senate) to prominent Romanian and foreign Þ gures in science, technology 
and culture; this honour is also occasionally conferred, in recognition of speciÞ c merits, 
to outstanding national and international public Þ gures.

INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF ROMANIAN DIPLOMAS

Romania signed the Convention on the Recognition of QualiÞ cations concerning Higher 
Education in the European Region (Lisbon 1997), and is also part of the Bologna process 
concerning the implementation of a common European higher education area.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

International students wishing to study in Romania can apply either to the Ministry of 
Education and Research or to the chosen Romanian university in order to receive a 
letter of acceptance.

The following documents are requested:

1. application form;

2. certiÞ ed copy of Baccalaureate diploma or equivalent — for undergraduate studies;

3. certiÞ ed copy of graduation certiÞ cate — for graduate or PhD applicants;

4. academic record translated into Romanian, English, French or German;

5. language certiÞ cate (see further instructions regarding this issue);

6. certiÞ ed copy of birth certiÞ cate;

7. certiÞ ed copy of passport;

8. medical certiÞ cate.
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Application forms are available at the International Relations OfÞ ces of the Ministry of 
Education and Research (Tel. (40-21) 314 26 80, 315 74 30 or 313 10 13; fax (40-21) 
312 66 14) or at Romanian universities or Romanian embassies abroad. 

Application documents (copies only) should be mailed to the Ministry of Education and 
Research or to the chosen university in order to receive an approval statement. The Min-
istry of Education and Research will issue a letter of acceptance no later than two months 
after receiving the complete documents. OfÞ cial documents should be submitted in per-
son, in the original, when applying in Romania. Before coming to Romania, inter national 
students should have their documents endorsed within the Romanian  embassies in their 
own countries before obtaining a valid visa to study in Romania. 

DEADLINE

Applications should be sent to Romania by 1 September (for undergraduate and gradu-
ate studies), but there is no deadline for PhD applicants. Medical faculties have two 
deadlines for postgraduate studies: 30 November and 31 March.

ENROLMENT REQUIREMENTS

Admission to higher education institutions is based on the selection of application Þ les. 
When applying for architecture, arts and sports courses, international students are 
required to present their portfolio. International students should prove they have good 
knowledge of the teaching language (Romanian, English, French or German).

Usually, international students learn Romanian during the preparatory year. Candidates 
who speak Romanian can skip the preparatory year after passing a Romanian language 
test. Candidates who can formally prove that they have studied in Romanian for at least 
four consecutive years do not need to pass the Romanian language test or attend the 
preparatory year. The following universities provide a preparatory year:

1. ‘Politehnica’ University of Bucharest;

2. University of Bucharest;

3. University of Bacau;

4. ‘Babes-Bolyai’ University of Cluj;

5. ‘Ovidius’ University of Constanta;

6. University of Craiova;

7. ‘Al. I. Cuza’ University of Iasi;

8. University of Pitesti;
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9. ‘Oil and Gas’ University of Ploiesti;

10. West University of Timisoara.

Students are required to take language tests during the academic year to check their 
speaking and writing abilities. Foreign students who have begun studying in their home 
country or in another country may Þ nish their studies in Romania. This is possible on a 
case-by-case basis after assessment of diploma equivalence.

ANNUAL BUDGET

Study fees stipulated by the Ministry of Education and Research are the same for all univer-
sities. The fees differ from one domain of specialisation to another (from USD 3 200 to 
7 600). The fees for one year of study include assessed practical experience stipulated 
in the curricula and medical coverage under the same conditions as for Romanian stu-
dents. Fees must be paid in advance for a period of 10 months for full-time courses and 
three months for part-time courses.

SCHOLARSHIPS

Citizens from abroad may also be accepted to study on the basis of scholarships granted 
by Romania under bilateral agreements through the competent authorities in their coun-
tries or on the basis of scholarships and grants offered by other states or international 
organisations.
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Where can I Þ nd more 
information?

Higher education in Romania
http://www.study-in-romania.ro 

Ministry of Education of Romania (Ministerul Educa iei i Cercet rii)
http://www.edu.ro 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
http://www.mae.ro/ 

Visa information:

Embassy of Romania in Kazakhstan
Ul. Pushkina, 97 
050010 Almaty 
Tel. (7-727) 261 57 72 or 261 24 31 
Fax (7-727) 272 11 30
E-mail: amb@rom.ricc.kz 

Honorary Consulate of Romania in Kyrgyzstan  
Ul. Lva Tolstogo, 2b
Bishkek
Tel./Fax (996-312) 60 32 81
E-mail: consromkyrgyz@mail.ru

Embassy of Romania in Turkmenistan
122, Myati Kosayev Street
744000 Ashgabat
Tel. (993-1) 234 67 15, 234 76 33 or 234 76 55
Fax (993-1) 234 76 20
E-mail: ambromas@online.tm 

Embassy of Romania in Uzbekistan
Ul. Rejametova, 44A 
700031 Tashkent
Tel. (998-71) 252 63 55 or 252 68 88
Fax (998-71) 120 75 67
E-mail: Romanian_embassy@sarkor.uz 
http://www.romania.uz/

Students from Tajikistan can obtain visa information from the Embassy of Romania in 
Kazakhstan. 
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BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT SLOVAKIA

Slovakia is a landlocked country at the centre of continental Europe, bordered by Austria, 
the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and Ukraine. In the north and north-east, Slovakia 
is ß anked by the Carpathian Mountains. Hilly terrain makes up over 33 % of the country’s 
territory. Slovakia has a population of 5.4 million, and most of the inhabitants are ethnic 
Slovaks (85 %). It is a western Slavic nation with historical and cultural ties with western 
Europe. The ofÞ cial language is Slovak, and Hungarian and Czech are widely spoken as 
well. The country’s capital is Bratislava.

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

Slovakia has public, state-Þ nanced and private higher education institutions. In total, there 
are 20 public institutions of higher learning, including 10 traditional universities, three 
technological universities, three institutes of art and music, one institute of economics, 
one university of veterinary medicine, and one agricultural university, are in operation 
at present. The state-Þ nanced institutions include two military academies, one police 
academy, and one university of medicine. In addition there are 10 private accredited 
higher education institutions in operation.

Under Slovakia’s current higher education law, its institutions of higher learning offer 
three levels of higher education: the Þ rst level ends with the award of a bachelor’s 
degree (Bakalár) to graduates; the second level gives a full higher education in three 
types of degrees: master’s (Magister), engineer (Inzinier), and Doctor of Medicine (Doktor 

Mediciny). The third level is completed with a doctorate (Doctorate or PhD).

ENROLMENT

Requirements for foreign applicants are no different from those for Slovakian citizens. A 
decision to enrol a student is, as a general rule, made on the basis of the average score 
of the secondary school leaving certiÞ cate and the results of entrance examinations. 
Entrance examinations differ widely depending on the discipline, and can be taken in 
written or oral form, or as written tests. Some institutions, for example institutes of art, 
hold creative art competitions. Unless you meet all enrolment requirements, you may 
be asked to take a preparatory course, including a course in Slovak. Such courses can 
be taken at the Institute of the Slovak Language and Academic Training for Foreign 
Students or the independent unit of Comenius University in Bratislava. Each department 
sets its own enrolment criteria. Information about enrolment and application Þ ling rules 
can be obtained from the department of your choice. Details of educational programmes 
taught in Slovak and English are available on the pages of international ofÞ ces of the 
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departments’ websites. Tuition fees for foreign students vary from EUR 2 000 to 5 500 
for a full academic year. The exact amount of tuition fee is Þ xed by each institution. 
Information about the size of the tuition fee can be obtained from the international ofÞ ces 
of universities.

SCHOLARSHIPS

Foreign citizens are eligible for two scholarship types: grants made by the government of 
Slovakia to foreign students to cover the full course of study at a university or a doctorate 
course, and grants for part-course studies, Slovak language learning, or internships for 
postgraduates or doctorate students on the basis of interdepartmental or intergovernmental 
agreements, or within the framework of the Ad memoire  programme.

CONDITIONS ON WHICH GRANTS ARE MADE BY THE SLOVAK GOVERNMENT

Grant terms and number of scholarships for foreign students are set by the Slovak 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

If you want to apply for a scholarship in Slovakia, you should approach the Slovak 
embassy in your country and the ofÞ cial in charge of scholarships at the Ministry of 
Education of your country (you can get the necessary contacts in the Slovak embassy in 
your country). The application form for scholarship in Slovakia is available at the website 
of Slovakia’s Ministry of Education (don’t forget to download the attachments as well) 
(http://www.minedu.sk). Please inquire about the deadlines on the website or at the 
Slovak embassy.

Study conditions vary depending on the programmes chosen and the study cycle.
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STUDY UNDER FIRST- AND SECOND-LEVEL UNIVERSITY PROGRAMMES (FOR 

BACHELOR’S AND MASTERS’ DEGREES, RESPECTIVELY)

Candidates for scholarships for a course of study in Þ rst- and second-level university 
programmes to earn a bachelor’s or masters’ degree should fulÞ l the following 
requirements.

Candidates should have secondary education certiÞ cates showing the scores received • 
at graduation examinations.

Candidates should Þ le completed applications and required attachments for scholar-• 
ships of the Slovak government (application forms can be obtained from the Slovak 
embassy in your country).

Candidates should be over 18 and under 26 years of age.• 

A student studying under a scholarship of the Slovak government at a higher education 
institution of his or her choice will be provided with:

a Þ xed monthly allowance;• 

accommodation at a campus dormitory and meals at campus canteens at prices • 
charged to students who are citizens of Slovakia;

education at a public university of the scholar’s choice under the same terms that • 
apply to citizens of Slovakia; and

a scholarship of the Slovak government to take annual preparatory and language • 
courses if the candidate has not completed secondary education in Slovakia or at a 
secondary school providing Slovak language classes outside Slovakia.

Students are required to buy medical policies individually at the medical insurance 
company Vzájomná zivotná poistovna, a.s. to cover the costs of medical treatment.

The travel costs a scholar pays to get to Slovakia at the beginning of his/her studies and 
to return home at the end of his/her studies should be covered by his or her educational 
institution or at his or her own expense.

STUDY UNDER THIRD-LEVEL UNIVERSITY PROGRAMMES 
(FOR A DOCTORATE, PHD)

The Slovak Ministry of Education grants its government’s scholarships to foreign stu-
dents to study Slovak language-related disciplines under doctorate programmes at the 
country’s public universities.

Candidates applying for scholarships to study in doctorate courses under the Slovak 
government’s programme are to fulÞ l the following requirements.

Candidates are to have second-level higher education degrees (master’s degree, • 
MSc) from foreign universities. A higher education certiÞ cate has to be ofÞ cially veriÞ ed 
by the Education Document Recognition Centre of the Slovak Republic (Stredisko 
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pre ekvivalenciu dokladov o vzdelaní v SR, Ministry of Education, Stromova 1, 
Bratislava). Presenting this document is an essential part of applying to the selection 
commission for a scholarship of the government of Slovakia.

Candidates are to Þ le a completed application and accompanying documents for a • 
scholarship of the government of Slovakia (application forms can be obtained from the 
Slovak Embassy in Moscow or downloaded from the website of the Slovak Ministry of 
Education (http://www.minedu.sk/ and http://www.studyinslovakia.sk). 

Candidates need to be over 23 and under 35 years of age.• 

Scholarships of the Slovak government to study under doctorate programmes are 
granted, in the Þ rst place, to applicants from among graduates of Slovakia’s universities 
who want to continue their education under doctorate programmes.

The Slovak government undertakes to provide a student enrolled in a standard course 
of studies under the Slovak government’s scholarship at a higher education institution of 
his or her choice, for as long as the scholar is a doctorate student (doctorand), with:

a Þ xed monthly allowance;• 

accommodation at a campus dormitory and meals at campus canteens at prices • 
charged to students who are citizens of Slovakia;

education at a public university of the scholar’s choice under the same terms that • 
apply to citizens of Slovakia; and

a scholarship of the Slovak government to take annual preparatory and language • 
courses if the candidate has not completed second-level university education in 
Slovakia.

The travel expenses of a scholar to get to Slovakia at the beginning of his/her studies 
and to return home at the end of his/her studies are to be paid by his or her educational 
institution or at his/her own expense. If the subject of the research project adopted under 
the doctorate programme requires the scholar to collect materials, samples and so on in 
his or her home country, the doctorate student shall pay all to and from travel expenses 
to visit his or her home country during his or her doctorate studies.
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Where can I Þ nd more 
information?

Institute for Linguistic and Academic Training of Foreign Students of Comenius 

University

http://www.uniba.sk 

Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic (Ministerstvo školstva SR)
http://www.minedu.sk 
This site has a section ‘International students’ guide to the Slovak Republic’ (http://
www.studyinslovakia.sk) that contains information about Slovakia and its existing higher 
education system, and a section ‘Conditions for the provision of scholarships by the gov-
ernment of the Slovak Republic’ describing the conditions under which foreign students 
can get the Slovak government’s scholarships, as well as an application form.

Slovak Academic Information Agency (Slovenská akademická informa ná agentúra)
http://www.saia.sk  
The agency is a non-governmental, non-proÞ t organisation that has been operating 
since 1990 to promote Slovak higher education, and also to:

provide information and consulting services to people who want to study in higher • 
education in foreign countries; and

hold open competitions for scholarships to study abroad, and coordinate hosting of • 
foreign students and recipients of scholarships granted by the Slovak Ministry of 
Education — Slovak national scholarship.

Slovak Academic Association for International Cooperation (Slovenská akademická 
asociácia pre medzinárodnú spoluprácu — SAAIC)
http://www.saaic.sk 
SAAIC is an association of Slovak higher education institutions and non-governmental 
organisations operating jointly since 1991 with the country’s Ministry of Education and 
coordinating EU educational programmes, mainly the lifelong learning programme, Tempus, 
Erasmus Mundus, the External Cooperation Window and others.

Recognition of academic qualiÞ cations

http://www.stipendia.sk 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

http://www.foreign.gov.sk



175

Your scholarship in Europe

Visa information:

Embassy of Slovakia in Kazakhstan 

Ul. Karaotkel, 5, mkr. Sary-Arka
010000 Astana
Tel. (7-7172) 24 11 91
Fax (7-7172) 24 20 48

Embassy of Slovakia in Uzbekistan

Ul. Kichik Beshyogoch, 38 
700151 Tashkent 
Tel. (998-71) 140 03 36, 140 03 37 or 140 03 38 
Fax (998-71) 140 03 39
E-mail: slovakia@buzton.com

Students from Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan can obtain visa information 
from the above mentioned embassies of Slovakia.
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BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT SLOVENIA 

Slovenia is a parliamentary democracy located between the south-eastern reaches of 
the Alps and the northern Adriatic Sea. With a GDP per capita of EUR 14 963 in 2006, 
Slovenia is one of the more prosperous countries in central Europe. Its 2 million people 
speak Slovenian, which in addition to the singular and plural has a special dual gram-
matical form which is a linguistic rarity. Slovenian is also the language of one of the 
oldest documents written in any Slavic tongue, the Freising Manuscripts from the 10th 
century. Parts of the Slovenian nation live in neighbouring countries: Italy to the west, 
Austria to the north, Hungary to the north-east and Croatia to the east and south-east. 
The capital of the country is Ljubljana. On 1 January 2007 Slovenia joined the euro area 
as the Þ rst of the new Member States of the European Union. 

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

Slovenia has three universities, the University of Ljubljana (http://www.uni-lj.si), the 
University of Maribor (http://www.uni-mb.si) and the University of Primorska (http://www.
upr.si/sl), consisting of 44 faculties, art academies and professional colleges, as well as 
10 single higher education institutions (samostojni visokošolski zavodi) established as 
private institutions. 

University level (Þ rst stage)

Profession-oriented programmes are shorter than academic ones and last for three to 
four years. They are offered by professional colleges and may also be offered by faculties. 
Programmes include practical training and lead to the examination or completion of post-
secondary vocational studies in various Þ elds. Upon completion of the programmes, 
students receive a diploma. The conferred titles are engineer (inženir) or graduate 
engineer (diplomirani inženir). Students may either seek employment or continue their 
studies at a higher level.

University level (second stage)

Academic study programmes last from four to six years and end with the defence of 
a thesis. Upon completion of the programme, students receive a university diploma 
(univerzitetna diploma) with a professional title stating the Þ eld of study. Titles include 
university graduate (univerzitetni diplomirani), academic (akademski), university graduate 
engineer (univerzitetni diplomirani inženir), professor (profesor) and Doctor of Medicine 
(doktor medicine). A university degree enables students to seek employment or continue 
their studies at a higher level.
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University level (third stage)

Academic study programmes result in titles of specialist (specialist), Master of Science/
Arts (magister znanosti/umetnosti) and Doctor of Science/Arts (doktor znanosti/umetnosti). 
The minimum entrance requirement for studies leading to specializacija is completion 
of the Þ rst stage. Programmes last from one to two years and end with the defence of a 
thesis. Students who have successfully defended a thesis are awarded the professional 
title of specialist (specialist) in a speciÞ c Þ eld. Programmes leading to the magisterij, which 
a student is eligible for after completing the second stage, last two years, ending in the 
defence of a thesis. Students who have successfully defended their thesis are awarded 
the title of Master of Science (magister znanosti) or Master of Arts (magister umetnosti) 
in a speciÞ c Þ eld. The four-year doctorate study programmes, which candidates are 
eligible for on completion of the second stage, lead to the titles of Doctor of Science 
(doktor znanosti) or Doctor of Arts (doktor umetnosti) in a speciÞ c Þ eld being conferred. 
Doctoral study following a magisterij degree lasts two years. Students who have enrolled 
in four-year doctorate studies after completing the second stage can interrupt them and 
complete them at the magisterij level instead. 

SCHOLARSHIPS

In Slovenia,  CMEPIUS (Centre of the Republic of Slovenia for Mobility and Euro-

pean Programmes (http://www.cmepius.si )) is the organisation managing scholarships 
awarded by the government of Slovenia. Another source is Ad futura (ScientiÞ c and 

Educational Foundation of the Republic of Slovenia), a public foundation providing 
various types of Þ nancial support (http://www.ad-futura.si).

SCHOLARSHIP FOR FOREIGN CITIZENS TO STUDY IN SLOVENIA

Scholarships are available to foreigners who wish to come to Slovenia as visiting 
students for up to 10 months (depending on quota and selection). The main purpose of 
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the scholarship scheme is to support foreign students who wish to undertake part of their 
course under the individual supervision of a Slovenian professor.

Nationality

Priority is given to citizens of countries with bilateral agreements or where a direct 
exchange of government scholarships exists (reciprocal basis).

Age 

The age limit of applicants is 35 (the applicant should not reach the age of 35 before the 
end of the scholarship period).

Study period 

The duration of an individual scholarship can range from a minimum of three months 
(less only in exceptional circumstances) up to 10 months for the whole academic year.

Fields of study 

A scholarship may be awarded for any Þ eld of study offered by Slovenian higher education 
institutions.

Institutional contacts 

A scholarship may only be awarded if acceptance and conÞ rmation letters addressed to 
the applicant from a Slovenian higher education institution have been enclosed with the 
application.

Study level

Scholarships are intended mainly for students with university degrees and young 
researchers (only for part of undergraduate studies if so deÞ ned in the government 
agreement). A scholarship may not be awarded for a complete course of study leading 
to a degree. Neither may scholarships be granted for any Slovene language course.

Language of instruction 

The candidates should speak Slovene or the language agreed upon with their mentor/
supervisor.

Scholarship 

The scholarship covers:

accommodation in a student hall of residence of a university if the student requires it • 
(paid for by the ministry directly);

basic medical insurance for non-EU students if there is no bilateral agreement on health • 
insurance between Slovenia and the applicant’s home country (paid for directly by the 
ministry);

EUR 221 per month (EUR 201 per month for undergraduates).• 
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Submission of the application

Complete application forms in three copies with accompanying enclosures (and priority 
list where applicable) should be endorsed by an authorised body or local Ministry of 
Education for the exchange of government scholarships in the applicant’s country of 
origin. These documents must be sent to CMEPIUS (http://www.cmepius.si). 

For further information and new deadlines, please visit: http://www.cmepius.si 

AD FUTURA

Ad futura — the ScientiÞ c and Educational Foundation of the Republic of Slovenia — was 
established by the government of Slovenia with the aim of providing opportunities for the 
international mobility of students and researchers. Ad futura manages scholarships and 
study loans for tuition, living expenses or other costs. SpeciÞ c rules are given in each call 
for applications. Ad futura works with three main categories:

1. Slovenian students for graduate and postgraduate studies abroad and foreign 
students for postgraduate studies at Slovenian higher education institutions; 

2. Slovenian researchers for research abroad, foreign researchers for cooperation 
with Slovenian research groups and Slovenian researchers abroad for research or 
academic participation in Slovenia;

3. foreign secondary-level students for the International Baccalaureate in Slovenia.

Calls for applications are now welcome (each call for an application is given its own 
number).

Grants for research and teaching cooperation in Slovenia can be awarded for research 
or teaching positions in Slovenian institutions to: 

foreign citizens;• 

Slovenian citizens who are researching or teaching abroad.• 

For additional information, please visit the Ad futura website (http://www.ad-futura.si/). 
You will Þ nd more information about all the calls for application there. By checking it 
regularly, you will know whether any new calls for applications have been published.

COURSES OF SLOVENE AS A SECOND/FOREIGN LANGUAGE

The Centre for Slovene as a Second/Foreign Language  promotes the understanding 
of the Slovene language, literature and culture in an international context. The centre 
operates under the auspices of the Department of Slovene Studies at the Faculty of 
Arts of the University of Ljubljana. The centre organises courses for foreigners whose 
Þ rst language is not Slovene and who have different requirements, interests and goals. 
Programmes offer a varied selection of language courses, differing in duration (from 20 
to 560 hours), intensity and goals. The most popular courses are those that combine 
language learning with studying modern culture and society in Slovenia. These are the 
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summer, winter and one-year schools of the Slovene language, which are of particular 
interest to participants from abroad. For those living in Slovenia, there are courses on 
offer throughout the year, from regular courses, which develop all the language skills 
equally, to more specialised courses, such as refresher, conversation and business 
Slovene courses, as well as preparation for proÞ ciency examinations.

The Slovene language programme pays special attention, in accordance with the other 
programmes organised by the centre, to regularly develop the professional qualiÞ cations 
of teachers of Slovene as a second/foreign language, as well as to carry out research 
assignments in this Þ eld. The scholarships are mostly for lecturer positions in Slovenian 
and Russian languages. For further information, please visit: http://www.centerslo.net
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Where can I Þ nd more 
information?

If you are interested in studying in Slovenia, you are strongly recommended to visit http://
srce.kiss.si/?lang=en . This site contains comprehensive information on scholarships 
and grants available for foreign citizens and a variety of useful links such as the ‘Guide 
to virtual Slovenia’ (http://www.matkurja.com/si/), ‘Study in Slovenia’ and ‘Regulations 
on study by foreigners in the Republic of Slovenia’ (http://srce.kiss.si/?id_tema=1&.
lang=en).

CMEPIUS — Centre of the Republic of Slovenia for Mobility and European Pro-

grammes/Center za mobilnost in evropske programe izobraževanja in usposabljanja 
Slovenije 

Ob železnici 16 
SLO-1000 Ljubljana 
http://www.cmepius.si 
E-mail: neza.pajnic@cmepius.si

SRCe — Student Resource Centre 

Študentski informacijski center Mednarodna pisarna Študentske organizacije Univerze 
v Ljubljani/International OfÞ ce of the Student Organisation of the University of Ljubljana
Kersnikova, 4
SLO-1000 Ljubljana
Tel. (386-1) 438 02 53 
E-mail: studentska.svetovalnica@kiss.si

Ad futura: ScientiÞ c and Educational Foundation of the Republic of Slovenia, 

Public Fund

SLO-1000 Ljubljana
Kotnikova 34
Tel. (386-1) 434 10 80
Fax (386-1) 434 10 92
E-mail: info@ad-futura.si 
The information ofÞ ce is open daily from 12.00 to 15.00.

Ministry of Education and Sport

http://www.mss.gov.si/ (available also in English, section ‘English  Education  Inter-
national cooperation  Scholarships and grants’)

Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Sport

http://www.mvzt.gov.si/  
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs

http://www.mzz.gov.si/en/ 

Visa information for students from Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan: 

Slovenian Embassy in Moscow

Ul. Mal. Dmitrovka, 14
127006 Moscow
Russia
Tel. 7-495) 737 63 55
Fax (7-495)  694 15 68
http://moscow.embassy.si/
E-mail: vmo@gov.si 

Visa information for students from Kazakhstan:

Embassy of the Republic of Hungary

Ul. Muszabajeva, 4, PO Box 166
050000 Almaty
Kazakhstan
Tel. (7-727) 220 09 72 
Fax (7-727) 258 18 37
E-mail: mision.ala@kum.hu 

Visa information for students from Uzbekistan:

Embassy of the Italian Republic

Ul. Yusuf Xos Xodjib, 40
700031 Tashkent
Uzbekistan
Tel. (998-71) 252 11 19/20/21/23
Fax (998-71) 120 66 06
E-mail: segreteria.tashkent@esteri.it 
http://www.ambtashkent.esteri.it 
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SPAIN

BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT SPAIN

Spain is situated on the Iberian peninsula in south-western Europe and includes the 
Balearic and Canary Islands, as well as the north African enclaves of Ceuta and Melilla. 
The population of the country is 45 million. The ofÞ cial language is Castilian Spanish, with 
approximately 17 % of the population speaking Catalan, while 7 % speak Galician, and 
2 % speak Basque. Those languages are co-ofÞ cial in some of the Spanish regions. All 
Spaniards speak Castilian Spanish. The capital of the country is Madrid. The Kingdom of 
Spain is a parliamentary monarchy. The current Spanish Constitution, dating from 1978, 
recognises the right of the various regions of Spain to autonomy while emphasising the 
indissoluble unity of the Spanish State. Spain is divided into 17 Autonomous Communi-
ties, each with its own elected assembly and executive government, together with the 
two north African enclaves of Ceuta and Melilla, called Autonomous Cities. All of them 
enjoy extensive powers, including those related to regional policy. Spain is one of the 
main tourist destinations worldwide. In 2006 alone, almost 60 million foreigners visited 
Spain and enjoyed its beaches and historical and cultural sites.

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

Higher education is mainly provided by both public and private universities. Universities are 
divided into facultades universitarias, escuelas técnicas superiores, escuelas universitarias, 

institutos universitarios, and other centres, notably the colegios universitarios.

University level (Þ rst stage): ciclo básico, primer ciclo

The Þ rst cycle of university studies (short-term courses), which is taken in escuelas técnicas 

superiores, escuelas universitarias and facultades, lasts for three years and leads to 
Diplomado, Ingeniero Técnico or Arquitecto Técnico degrees.

University level (second stage): segundo ciclo, ciclo de especialización

Study courses leading to licenciado, Ingeniero and Arquitecto degrees consist of Þ rst-cycle 
and second-cycle studies (long-term studies), but a degree is awarded only when courses 
in both cycles have been completed successfully.

University level (third stage): tercer ciclo, ciclo de especialización para la investigación 

y docencia

The third stage is open to holders of licenciado, Arquitecto or Ingeniero degrees and leads 
to a PhD (doctorate) (Título de Doctor) awarded after at least four years’ further study 
and research, and after the submission and defence of a thesis. Another postgraduate 
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degree, although not ofÞ cially recognised (Título propio del Centro), is the master’s or 
maestría degree awarded after one or two years of further study.

SCHOLARSHIPS

Spain offers a great variety of scholarship programmes to foreign students and specialists. 
Among the most important are the scholarship programmes of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Cooperation (Ministerio de Asuntos Exteriores y de Cooperación) through 
the Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation (Agencia Española de 
Cooperación Internacional para el Desarrollo) — Programas de Becas MAEC-AECID. 
Other ministries and administrative and territorial entities (Autonomous Communities, 
local organisms, etc.) or private companies also offer programmes.

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND COOPERATION (MAEC) AND SPANISH 
AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION (AECID) 
SCHOLARSHIPS

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation and the Spanish Agency for International 
Development Cooperation provide annual scholarships on a competitive basis, within the 
framework of the MAEC-AECI scholarship programmes (Programas de Becas MAEC-
AECID).

By mid-October every year, information on these programmes for the following year 
appears on the ‘Becas MAEC-AECID’ website (http://www.becasmae.es). General 
information on scholarships is available on the website throughout the year, along with 
information about requirements and application procedures.

When applying for a scholarship, please bear in mind the following

Applications for scholarships are made online (usually from mid-October to 31 December) 
(http://www.becasmae.es). During this period, an applicant may add information to his/
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her application form for the following year’s studies. Using his/her login and assigned 
password, an applicant may access the application form and make any necessary 
changes. 

Contacts and communication with MAEC-AECID are maintained via e-mail. Only after 
receiving notiÞ cation of the grant of a scholarship (usually between April and June), 
the applicant must prove all his/her merits by submitting the required documents to the 
Spanish Embassy.

An applicant may choose a course he/she is interested in, as well as the university or 
educational institution, with the exception of I.A. scholarships (for teachers of Spanish 
who want to attend courses at Madrid Summer School) and II.C (MA in International 
Affairs at the Diplomatic School of Madrid) programmes. Before submitting a scholarship 
application form, an applicant should have received written conÞ rmation of acceptance 
from the chosen educational institution, because he/she will be asked in the application 
what course he/she wants to attend and whether he/she has received conÞ rmation of 
enrolment.

The same website (http://www.becasmae.es) has a search Þ eld which can provide 
information on almost all opportunities for studying at higher education institutions in 
Spain, including postgraduate education, doctorate studies and post-doctorate studies 
(http://www.buscadorcolon.org/posgrado.php).

A scholarship contest announcement is divided into several chapters (Capítulos), which 
are, in turn, subdivided into speciÞ c programmes of various scholarships. 

‘CAROLINA’ FUND SCHOLARSHIPS

http://www.fundacioncarolina.es provides information on a large number of scholarships 
for post-doctorate studies and research provided both by the fund and by other afÞ liated 
enterprises.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE OPPORTUNITIES, SCHOLARSHIPS AND DONATIONS 
FROM THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE

The Spanish Ministry of Culture website (http://www.mcu.es) provides information on its 
various Þ nancial assistance, donation and scholarship programmes. Key programmes 
include ‘Assistance in translating and publishing Spanish Þ ction and scientiÞ c literature 
in any foreign language’ and ‘Assistance in distributing Spanish literature abroad’.

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, SOCIAL POLICIES AND SPORT/MINISTRY OF SCIENCE 
AND INNOVATION

All the information regarding these scholarships is available on the Ministry of Education, 
Social Policies and Sport website (http://www.mepsyd.es) and on the website of the 
Ministry of Science and Innovation (http://web.micinn.es/).
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MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY, TOURISM AND TRADE SCHOLARSHIPS

Scholarship contest information on external trade is available at: http://www.icex.es 
(Programas de formación, Becas).

The ministry also provides ‘Tourism in Spain’ scholarships for foreign students taking 
postgraduate courses in tourism at Spanish universities and other prestigious centres. 
Scholarship contest announcements will appear at: http://www.sgt.tourspain.es

AUTONOMOUS COMMUNITY SCHOLARSHIPS

To contact an agency of the Spanish Autonomous Communities, please consult the 
‘Autonomías’ section of the website of the Spanish government presidency (http://
www.la-moncloa.es). Autonomous Communities usually have and implement their own 
scholarship programmes, some of which are for foreigners.

OTHER USEFUL LINKS ON SCHOLARSHIPS IN SPAIN

The website of the OfÞ cial State Bulletin (http://www.boe.es) usually provides a full list 
(http://www.boe.es/g/es/boe/becas) of state scholarships (becas). In addition, information 
on Þ nancial assistance (ayudas) provided to agencies and individuals can be found at: 
http://www.boe.es/g/es/boe/ayudas

The http://www.becas.com website provides information on scholarships offered by 
Spain to Spanish and foreign citizens. It is also possible to subscribe to newsletters for 
updates on new offers at this address. A special search engine has also been developed 
to help users Þ nd scholarships matching their proÞ le.



188

Your scholarship in Europe



189

Your scholarship in Europe

Where can I Þ nd more 
information?

Programas de Becas
http://www.becasmae.es
 
Carolina Fund
http://www.fundacioncarolina.es

Ministry of Culture
http://www.mcu.es 

Ministry of Education, Social Policies and Sport 
http://www.mepsyd.es

Spanish Researchers Mobility Portal
http://www.eracareers.es/fecyt/index_en.jsp

External Trade Institute
http://www.icex.es 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
http://www.mae.es

Visa information:

Embassy of Spain in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan
Ul. Kenesary, 47–25 
010000 Astana 
Kazakhstan
Tel. (7-7172) 91 04 50/1/2/3/4/5 
Fax (7-7172) 20 03 17
E-mail: emb.astana@mae.es

Information about visas to Spain for students from Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan:

Spanish Embassy in Moscow
Ul. Bol. Nikitskaya, 50/8
121069 Moscow
Russia
Tel. (7-495) 202 21 61
Fax (7-495) 291 91 71
http://ispania.aha.ru, http://www.ispania.ru 
E-mail: embespru@mail.mae.es 
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BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT SWEDEN 

Sweden is located on the east side of the Scandinavian peninsula in northern Europe. 
The country is divided into four topographical regions: the Norrland or Baltic Slope which 
accounts for 60 % of the land area and consists of rolling hills, forested mountains and 
large river valleys; central Sweden, which has many lakes; the wooded highlands of 
Småland in the south; and Scania or Skåne, the southernmost part of the country and 
a continuation of the Danish and northern German plains. The territory also includes the 
coastal islands of Gotland and Öland. Almost the entire population is Swedish of Teutonic 
origin except for two small minorities, the Sami or Lapps and the Finnish-speaking people 
in the north-east of the country. The population is nine million. The ofÞ cial language is 
Swedish, a north German branch of the Germanic family of languages. The capital of the 
country is Stockholm. Sweden has been a constitutional monarchy since 1809, and has 
had a parliamentary system of government since 1719. King Carl XVI Gustaf exercises 
only ceremonial functions as head of state. Executive power rests with the cabinet, which 
answers to the unicameral Riksdag (parliament).

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

The Swedish higher education system includes traditional university studies and 
professional training. All higher education institutions fall under the jurisdiction of the 
Ministry of Education, except for the University of Agricultural Sciences (Ministry of 
Agriculture).

Study programmes are divided into credits. One and a half credit equals one week of 
full-time study and one year usually represents 60 ECTS credits.

A three-cycle structure was introduced in 2007, although long-cycle programmes of 
between four and six years have been maintained for professional degrees in medicine, 
pharmaceutical studies, psychology, dentistry, architecture, civil engineering and law. These 
degrees are placed within one of the three cycles, depending on the length and expected 
outcome of the studies.

University level (Þ rst stage): Högskoleexamen/Kandidatexamen

The Högskoleexamen (diploma) is awarded after completion of at least 120 credits. It 
is awarded by all universities and higher education institutions. The Kandidatexamen 
(bachelor’s degree) is conferred after the completion of at least 180 credits (three years 
of full-time study). In the major subject, in-depth studies of at least 90 credits (three 
terms) are required, including an independent special project of at least 15 credits.

SWEDEN
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University level (second stage): Magisterexamen

Since 2007, there are two kinds of masters’ courses leading to two different degrees. 
The Magisterexamen lasts for one year and requires 60 ECTS credits. The recently 
introduced Masterexamen lasts for two years and requires 120 credits. Apart from these 
academic degrees, there are some 60 professional degrees (Yrkesexamen), which vary 
in length depending on their character and Þ eld of study. 

University level (third stage): Licenciat/Doktor

Doctoral studies usually last four years. They combine taught course work and research 
for a thesis. The Licentiatexamen (licenciate degree) requires two years of study and 
research including a larger thesis. It can be awarded as an intermediate degree towards 
the Doktorsexamen, which requires a minimum of four years of full-time study.

SCHOLARSHIPS

All foreign students should apply directly to the universities and university colleges for each 
course and programme. Foreign student counsellors and the admission ofÞ ces can provide 
the necessary information and forms. The application procedure may vary depending on the 
applicant’s status, nationality and knowledge of Swedish. Forms and deadlines for course 
and programme applications may also vary. Scholarships are primarily managed by the 
Swedish Institute (Svenska Institutet — SI). For further information, please visit: http://
www.si.se

MASTER IN SWEDEN FOR EAST EUROPE

The Master in Sweden for East Europe programme is open to applicants from Albania, 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Georgia, Kyrgyzstan, Kosovo, 
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Moldova, Montenegro, Serbia, Tajikistan 
and Ukraine.
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The programme is open to master-level students. 

Applicants from all the countries listed above can apply for master-level studies in 
 democracy (including gender issues), economics, environmental studies and energy. 

In addition, there are other Þ elds of study open to candidates from some countries, as 
follows: 

applicants from Albania, Belarus, • Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Tajikistan and Ukraine are 
eligible for courses in the Þ elds of health science and social issues; 

applicants from Albania, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Georgia, • Kyrgyzstan, 
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Moldova, Tajikistan and Ukraine are 
eligible for courses in the Þ eld of agricultural sciences;

applicants from Albania, Armenia, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Georgia, Kosovo, • 
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Ukraine are eligible for courses in the 
Þ eld of forestry. 

 Information about the application deadline is available by the end of each year.

PROGRAMME DESCRIPTION

Objective

The purpose of the scholarship programme is to encourage the development of special-
ist expertise in targeted countries by giving at least 100 students the possibility to study 
at master’s level in Sweden. 

Target group

Master-level students from speciÞ ed countries will be given an opportunity to attend quali-
Þ ed programmes. A complete list of all eligible master-level programmes in Sweden is 
available online (http://www.studyinsweden.se). However, remember that not all Þ elds are 
open for students applying to the Master in Sweden for East Europe programme. 

Who is eligible?

The scholarships are intended for students belonging to any of the above mentioned 
target groups for masters’ studies in Sweden. 

You are not eligible for this scholarship if any of the following is true:

you have already lived in Sweden for two years or more when the scholarship period • 
is due to begin;

you have a Swedish permanent residence permit;• 

you have a Swedish work permit and you are not an EU citizen.• 

There is no age limit for scholarship holders. You need, however, to be ß uent in English and 
you must apply for full-time studies.
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Students previously awarded a scholarship from the SI for study at a Swedish university 
will not be given priority. 

Selection criteria

The primary evaluation of the application takes into account the applicant’s academic 
background and personal motivation. In the Þ nal selection of candidates, academic Þ elds, 
countries and gender will also be considered.

THE GUEST SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME

All nationalities, with the exception of citizens from the Nordic countries (Sweden, 
Denmark, Finland, Iceland and Norway) may apply to the guest scholarship programme.

The programme is administered by the Swedish Institute and supports master-level or 
advanced level studies in all subjects at a Swedish institution of higher education. For 
further information, please contact the Swedish Institute (http://www.si.se).

For more information about scholarships, please visit: http://www.studyinsweden.se 
(‘Scholarships’ section).
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Swedish Institute (Svenska Institutet)
http://www.si.se

OfÞ cial website about studies in Sweden

http://www.studyinsweden.se 

Department of Research Cooperation (SAREC), Swedish International Development 
Cooperation Agency (SIDA)
http://www.sida.se

International Programme OfÞ ce

http://www.programkontoret.se

Nordic Association of Universities

http://www.suhf.se 

Ministry of Education and Science (Utbildningsdepartementet)
http://www.regeringen.se 

National Agency for Higher Education (Högskoleverket)
http://www.hsv.se 
  
Association of Swedish Higher Education (Sveriges universitets-och högskoleförbund)
http://www.suhf.se
  
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

http://www.sweden.gov.se/sb/d/2059 

Visa information:

Honorary Consulate of Sweden in Kazakhstan

Ul. Tole Bi, 83, Business Centre ‘Ambassador’, 9th ß oor
050012 Almaty 
Tel. (7-727) 295 42 80
Fax (7-727) 298 01 20
E-mail: almaty.sweden@topmail.kz

Where can I Þ nd more 
information?
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Visa applications and processing:

Embassy of the Netherlands in Kazakhstan

Tel. (7-727) 250 37 73
Fax (7-727) 250 37 72 or 263 19 57
E-mail: alm@minbuza.nl 

Honorary Consulate of Sweden in Kyrgyzstan

c/o ABB Representation OfÞ ce
Prospect Chui, 114, Room 407
720040 Bishkek
Tel. (996-312) 62 70 10, 62 70 08 or 66 21 68
Fax (996-312) 66 10 49
E-mail: abb@mail.kg

Visa applications and processing:

Embassy of Germany in Kyrgyzstan

Tel. (996-312) 90 50 12
Fax (996-312) 66 66 30
 

Tajikistan

Visa applications and processing:

Embassy of Germany in Tajikistan

Tel. (992-372) 21 21 81
Fax (992-372) 21 22 45

Uzbekistan

Visa applications and processing:

Embassy of Germany in Uzbekistan

Tel. (998-71) 120 84 40
Fax (998-71) 120 66 93, 120 84 50 or 120 84 85
E-mail: info@taschkent.diplo.de 

Students from Turkmenistan can obtain visa information from the above mentioned 
embassies and consulates.
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BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT THE UNITED KINGDOM

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is located off the north-western 
coast of Europe between the Atlantic Ocean and the North Sea. It is separated from 
the continent by the Strait of Dover and the English Channel, and from Ireland, or the 
Republic of Ireland, by the Irish Sea and St Georges Channel. The United Kingdom com-
prises four constituents: England, Wales and Scotland, which form Great Britain, as well 
as Northern Ireland and several island groups. The United Kingdom has a population 
of approximately 60 million. The ofÞ cial language is English, although Welsh and Gaelic 
are spoken by minorities in Wales and the Scottish Highlands, respectively. The capital 
of the United Kingdom is London. The United Kingdom is a constitutional monarchy. The 
head of state is Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. There is no written constitution in the 
British system, but the Constitution refers to the Crown, succession to the Crown, the 
United Kingdom Parliament, and the Union of Scotland, Wales, England and Northern 
Ireland.

THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM

Higher education in the United Kingdom is provided by three main types of institutions: 
universities; colleges and higher education institutions; and art and music colleges. The 
binary line separating universities and polytechnics was abolished and polytechnics have 
been given university status and acquired university titles. Most universities are divided 
into faculties, which may be subdivided into departments. Students have to pay tuition 
fees, which can differ depending on whether the student is a resident of the European 
Union or from a non-European country. 

University level (Þ rst stage): undergraduate stage

This stage lasts for three or four years and leads to a bachelor’s degree in the arts, 
science or other Þ elds (technology, law, engineering, etc.). In some universities and 
colleges of higher education, a two-year course leads to a Diploma in Higher Education 
(DipHE). This is a recognised qualiÞ cation in its own right. In some universities, students 
must follow a foundation course before embarking on a course leading to a bachelor’s 
degree. Students of foreign languages are usually required to study or work for an add-
itional year in the country of the target language. Sandwich courses generally involve an 
additional year’s work experience. Some institutions have introduced accelerated two-
year degrees requiring students to study during the normal vacation period.

UNITED KINGDOM
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University level (second stage): Master’s degree

A master’s degree is conferred after one or two years’ study following a bachelor’s de-
gree. Study is in a specialised Þ eld. In some cases, the degree is awarded after taking 
only a written examination, but candidates must usually submit a thesis. Some master’s 
degree courses (e.g. at Imperial College, London) Þ rst award bachelors’ degrees after 
four to Þ ve years of study. In such cases, the bachelor’s programme is included in the 
course.

University level (third stage): Master of Philosophy, Doctor of Philosophy or PhD

The third stage is one of pure research. At a university, it leads, after two years of add-
itional study and the successful presentation of a thesis, to a Master of Philosophy 
(MPhil) degree. Usually after three years’ further study beyond a master’s degree, the 
candidate may present a thesis for a Doctorate of Philosophy (DPhil or PhD).

University level (fourth stage): post-doctorate research

The next stage leads to higher doctorates which may be awarded by a university in law, 
humanities, science, medical sciences, music and theology after a candidate, usually a 
senior university teacher, has submitted a number of learned, usually published, works.

SCHOLARSHIPS

The United Kingdom government departments and the devolved administrations of 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, plus a number of other United Kingdom organisa-
tions, offer a variety of scholarships and other awards to help foreign students study in 
the United Kingdom.

You can consult your local British Council ofÞ ce, which will provide you with informa-
tion about United Kingdom award schemes. The United Kingdom Education website, 
established by the British Council to help international students interested in studying for 
a United Kingdom course or qualiÞ cation, can also be useful in the online search for a 
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scholarship. On http://www.educationuk.org you can Þ nd any scholarship appropriate for 
your country of origin, level of education, subject, and the institution you are interested in.

The main scholarships for masters’ degrees are listed below. 

British Chevening Scholarships 

These give access to high-quality United Kingdom education and an opportunity to ob-
tain a post-graduate master’s qualiÞ cation for talented graduates and ambitious young 
professionals wanting to study in the United Kingdom. To apply for a scholarship, contact 
your local British Council ofÞ ce or British embassy. Preference is given to candidates 
already established in a career (http://www.chevening.com).

Through Chevening scholarships, the British government invests in individuals with 
focused career plans and the potential to become inß uential leaders in their Þ elds.

Priority Þ elds of study include: public administration, international relations, media and 
journalism, political science, urban planning, environmental management, petroleum 
studies, law, telecommunications management, engineering, and economics. Other 
subjects may also be possible. 

You should:

be aged 22–35;• 

have a track record of excellence and achievement;• 

already have a Þ rst degree with excellent marks;• 

have good English language skills (minimum IELTS score 6.5);• 

have a minimum of two years’ work experience in your chosen career;• 

have a clear idea of how your scholarship will beneÞ t your country on your return.• 

A Chevening scholarship covers tuition fees, accommodation, international ß ights and 
living costs for a three- to 12-month study period up to a total value of GBP 23 500 
(EUR 34 000).

Detailed information and application forms are available from the local British Council 
centre and http://www.britishcouncil.org or directly from the Chevening website (http://
www.chevening.com). Information about British institutions is available at: http://www.
educationuk.org
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OVERSEAS RESEARCH STUDENTS AWARDS SCHEME (ORSAS)

Awards are for postgraduate research for an initial period of one year. Application forms 
are available from United Kingdom higher education institutions (contact the institutions 
you want to study at). For research programmes, scholarships are also available from 
United Kingdom research councils, which provide funding for sciences and humanities, 
and under British Council schemes. To apply and receive more information, contact your 
local British Council ofÞ ce.
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British Council

http://www.britishcouncil.org, http://www.educationuk.org 
The British Council is the United Kingdom’s international organisation for educational oppor-
tunities and cultural relations. It works in partnership with governmental, non-governmental 
and commercial organisations in education, governance, science and technology, the arts, 
literature and design. It administers a range of United Kingdom examinations for students 
seeking United Kingdom qualiÞ cations.

British Council ofÞ ces in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan 

Ul. Kosmonavtov, 62
Renco Building, 6th ß oor (mkr. Shubary)
010000 Astana
Kazakhstan
Tel. (7-3172) 97 11 79
Fax (7-3172) 97 11 80
E-mail: astana@kz.britishcouncil.org
http://www.britishcouncil.org/ru/kazakhstan

Pl. Respubliki, 13
050013 Almaty
Kazakhstan
Tel. (7-327) 272 02 07 or 272 01 11
Fax (7-327) 272 01 13
E-mail: almaty@kz.britishcouncil.org
http://www.britishcouncil.org/kazakhstan.htm 

British Council ofÞ ce in Uzbekistan

Ul. Mirobod (former Kounaeva), 11
University of World Languages Building 
700031 Tashkent
Tel. (998-71) 140 06 60/61/62/63 
Fax (998-71) 140 06 67
E-mail: bc-tashkent@britishcouncil.uz 
http://www.britishcouncil.org/uzbekistan.htm 

British Chevening Scholarships

http://www.chevening.com 

Applications to United Kingdom higher education courses

http://www.ucas.ac.uk

Where can I Þ nd more 
information?
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Council for International Education (UKCOSA)
http://www.ukcosa.org.uk 

Department for Education and Skills
http://www.dfes.gov.uk  

Universities UK
http://www.universitiesUK.ac.uk 

Association of Commonwealth Universities
http://www.acu.ac.uk 

Universities Scotland
http://www.universities-scotland.ac.uk 

Higher Education Wales (HEW)
http://www.hew.ac.uk 

Independent Schools Council information service (ISCis)
http://www.iscis.uk.net 

Foreign and Commonwealth OfÞ ce
http://www.fco.gov.uk 

Visa information:

British Embassy in Kazakhstan
Ul. Kosmonavtov, 62
Renco Building, 6th ß oor
010000 Astana
Tel. (7-7172) 55 62 00 
Fax (7-7172) 55 62 11 
E-mail: britishembassy@mail.online.kz
http://www.britishembassy.gov.uk/kazakhstan

Visa and Consular Section:

Ul. Furmanova, 173
050000 Almaty 
Tel. (7-573) 150 22 00 
Tel. (7-727) 250 61 91/92 (Visa and Consular)
Fax (7-727) 250 71 12
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E-mail: AlmatyVisaGeneral@fco.gov.uk
http://www.britishembassy.gov.uk/kazakhstan

British Embassy in Kyrgyzstan
Ul. Logvinenko, 19, crn of ul. Bokanbayev
Bishkek
Tel. (996-312) 66 66 37 
Fax (996-312) 69 02 32 
E-mail: u-isaev@dÞ d.gov.uk

British Honorary Consulate 
Ul. Ibraimova, 115, 2nd ß oor 
(located next to the Dordoi Plaza Business Centre)
720040 Bishkek
Tel. (996-312) 58 42 45 or 65 28 55 
E-mail: gbhoncon@mail.kg

British Embassy in Tajikistan
Ul. Mirzo Tursunzade, 65
734002 Dushanbe
Tel. (992-372) 24 22 21, 24 14 77, 51 01 92 or 51 01 87 
Fax (992-372) 27 17 26 
http://www.britishembassy.gov.uk/tajikistan

British Embassy in Turkmenistan
Four Points Ak Altin Hotel
301–308 OfÞ ce Building
744001 Ashgabat 
Tel. (993-12) 36 34 62/63/64
Fax (993-12) 36 34 65
E-mail: beasb@online.tm and beasbppa@online.tm
http://www.britishembassy.gov.uk/turkmenistan

British Embassy in Uzbekistan
U1. Gulymova, 67
700000 Tashkent
Tel. (998-71) 120 78 52
Fax (998-71) 120 65 49 
http://www.britishembassy.gov.uk/uzbekistan

For visa information, see also: http://www.ukvisas.gov.uk/en/ 
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